2 Corinthians 10:5
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- is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning “all, every” and the noun HUPSWMA, meaning “height, exaltation; everything that rises up, probably means all pride (every proud obstacle, RSV) that rises up against it;”
  It is “(a figurative extension of meaning of ‘height,’ not occurring in the NT) an exaggerated evaluation of what one is or of what one has done - ‘conceit, pride, arrogance.’ ‘and all arrogance that raises itself up against the knowledge of God’.”
  This is followed by the accusative neuter singular present passive participle from the verb EPAIRW, which in its figurative use in the passive voice means “to rise up, offer resistance, or be in opposition EPI TINA or TI against or to someone or something.”


The present tense is an iterative present for what occurs periodically throughout the Church Age.  This is also an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that all pride, arrogance, conceit receives the action of being in opposition to God.

The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition KATA plus the ablative of opposition from the feminine singular article and noun GNWSIS, which means “against the academic knowledge.”  This is followed by the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “of God.”

“and every conceit [pride or arrogance] being in opposition against the knowledge of God,”

 - is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “in fact.”  Then we have the nominative first person masculine plural present active participle from the verb AICHMALWTIZW, which means “to capture in war.  And is used figuratively meaning to make captive, to take captive.”


The nominative masculine plural refers to every Church Age believer.


The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are expected to produce this action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective PAS and the noun VOĒMA, meaning “all or every thought, purpose, design, or plot.”  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the feminine singular article and noun HUPAKOĒ, which means “resulting in obedience.”  This is followed by the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning “to Christ.”  The noun in the objective genitive receives the action implied in the noun of action it modifies.  Here obedience is the action, which Christ receives as the object.

“in fact making captive every thought resulting in obedience to Christ.”
2 Cor 10:5 corrected translation
“and every conceit [pride or arrogance] being in opposition against the knowledge of God, in fact making captive every thought resulting in obedience to Christ.”

Explanation:
1.  “and every conceit [pride or arrogance] being in opposition against the knowledge of God,”

a.  The entire sentence reads, “For the weapons of our warfare [are] not material but powerful because of God for the purpose of the destruction of fortresses, destroying human viewpoint thoughts and reasonings and every conceit (pride or arrogance) being in opposition against the knowledge of God, in fact making captive every thought resulting in obedience to Christ.”


b.  The essence of Paul’s thought here is that “The weapons of our warfare are powerful, destroying every arrogant thing in opposition against the knowledge of God and making captive every thought resulting in obedience to Christ.”


c.  Bible doctrine in the soul is the most powerful weapon in the universe.  It was the weapon our Lord used to defeat the evil genius of Satan in our Lord’s temptations.


d.  Bible doctrine is that immaterial weapon that God the Holy Spirit has provided us to destroy every thought of conceit, pride, or arrogance in our own souls.



(1)  Arrogance, conceit, and pride can come from two sources:




(a)  Another creature, such as Satan, or another person.




(b)  From our own soul.



(2)  Bible doctrine is a system of thinking designed by God to combat the system of thinking called arrogance, conceit, and pride.



(3)  God the Holy Spirit teaches God’s system of thinking.



(4)  Arrogance is an immaterial system of thinking.  Bible doctrine is an immaterial system of thinking.



(5)  Thought can only be defeated by thought.



(6)  Arrogance can only be defeated by a greater system of thinking.



(7)  That system of thinking is the love of God, which is manifest in the grace of God.



(8)  Arrogance is defeated by love, even though arrogance rejects the love of another person.



(9)  God has provided us the understanding of His love as the system of appreciation to remove arrogance from our souls.



(10)  God’s love for us motivates us to love God in return.  This is our reciprocal love for God.



(11)  Reciprocal love for God motivates us to obey God and depend upon His grace.



(12)  This is a system of thinking called grace orientation, doctrinal orientation, and personal love for God.



(13)  This system of thinking defeats arrogance, conceit, and pride every time.


e.  Arrogance, pride, and conceit are in opposition against God.  This began with Satan in eternity past and has been perpetuated by him into human history.


f.  Arrogance is a system of thinking that believes that since God created a creature with free will, and God is perfect, then either that creature should be free to do whatever they want without judgment from God, or else God is responsible for that creature’s use of its free will.  This was Satan’s argument in appealing his sentence to the lake of fire in eternity past, which resulted in the creation of human history to resolve this argument.  On both sides of Satan’s argument, he contends that he should not be judged by God.  He says, “If I am truly free, then why am I being judged?  If You are judging me for doing wrong, then I was never created truly free.  And if I was never created truly free, then You are responsible for my doing everything I do.  Therefore, I am guilty of only doing what You wanted me to do in the first place.”


g.  Arrogance cannot take responsibility for its own bad decisions, its wrongs, its sinfulness, or its evil.


h.  Arrogance always justifies self and finds a way to blame others.


i.  The knowledge of God is not our knowledge about God but the knowledge that God has, which He reveals to us for our benefit.


j.  The knowledge of God is the word of God, which has been revealed to us by God the Holy Spirit.


k.  The spiritual battlefield is the soul of mankind.  Both the satanic system of thinking called arrogance and the divine system of thinking called love (which includes humility, grace, and obedience to authority) have been at war with each other throughout human history.


l.  One system or the other wins out in the life of every person.


m.  Either we will love God (which means developing genuine humility, graciousness to others, and obedience to authority) or we will love ourselves (which means developing the arrogance skills, thinking only of ourselves, and rejecting all authority except what we want to do).

2.  “in fact making captive every thought resulting in obedience to Christ.”

a.  Paul concludes his sentence with an emphatic statement about what the mature believer does in his thinking.


b.  The mature believer makes every thought captive.



(1)  This means making every thought conform to the divine standards as found in the word of God.



(2)  Some thoughts are temptations.  These thoughts are made captive by rejecting these thoughts as temptations, that is, saying no to these temptations.



(3)  Some thoughts are simply wrong thinking, such as human good.  These thoughts are recognized for what they really are and rejected as not beneficial or necessary in God’s plan.



(4)  Some thoughts are evil, making sinful and wrong thinking appear to be right, correct, and good.  These thoughts are also recognized and totally rejected as being in opposition to the will and plan of God.


c.  A believer cannot make a thought captive unless he has a better thought with which to think.


d.  One thought is taken captive by another, superior thought taking its place.


e.  This requires a system of values based on a system of thinking in the soul.


f.  The teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit places a system of divine values in the soul.


g.  When a sinful, erroneous, or evil thought attacks the soul of the believer, God the Holy Spirit takes the doctrinal thinking we have learned and believed and uses that thinking to replace the wrong thinking attacking our soul.


h.  This brings the sinful, wrong, or evil thinking into captivity to the correct thinking of Bible doctrine.


i.  The result is that we think the right thing—the thing that God the Holy Spirit wants us to think.


j.  Having thought the right thing, we are now motivated to say and do the right thing.


k.  By doing the right thing, we obey the will of God.


l.  Therefore, the result of making every thought captive to the Bible doctrine in our soul is complete and total obedience to the known will of God.


m.  Thus our invisible weapon of Bible doctrine—the mind of Christ—is the only means by which we can defeat the attack of evil thinking, resulting in obedience to our Lord Jesus Christ.


n.  The focus of the Christian life is thinking, not doing.  The doing follows naturally from the thinking.  The thinking does not follow naturally from the doing.  People do all kinds of things without thinking.


o.  Only you can decide what to think.  Only you can decide what to do.  Only you can make you obey the will of God.  Only you can make yourself change your thinking.


p.  We can agree with Satan or we can agree with God; there is no middle ground.  We will either think in terms of arrogance about self or think in terms of love for God.  Then we will act based upon what we think, just as Satan did.
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