2 Corinthians 1:4




- is the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to encourage, to comfort.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “who” and referring back to God “the Father of compassions and God of all comfort.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition that exists throughout human history and an iterative present for something which God the Father has repeated at intervals, whenever it is necessary.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial, adding an additional thought to the action of the main verb.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us” and referring to the royal family of God, that is, all Church Age believers.  This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the locative of time from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “at, in, at the time of, during
 all, every” with the article and noun THLIPSIS, meaning “pressure; it is used in the figurative sense, meaning oppression, affliction, tribulation of distress that is brought about by outward circumstances, Acts 11:19; Rom 5:3b; 12:12; 2 Cor 1:8; 6:4; 8:2; Rev 1:9; 2:9, 22; 2 Cor 1:4; 7:4; 1 Thes 3:7; Rom 5:3a; Eph 3:13; 1 Thes 1:6; 3:3.  This is the word used for the great tribulation Mt 24:21; Acts 7:11; Rev 7:14; slight affliction 2 Cor 4:17 repay someone with affliction 2 Thes 1:6; Mt 13:21; Mk 4:17; 2 Thes 1:4; Acts 20:23; Heb 10:33; Rom 2:9; 8:35.  It is used of the tribulations of the last days Mt 24:21, 29; Mk 13:19, 24.  It is used in the sense of difficult circumstances 2 Cor 8:13; Jam 1:27; distress Phil 4:14.  It is used of a woman’s birth pangs Jn 16:21.  It means to have affliction Jn 16:33; 1 Cor 7:28; Rev 2:10; Acts 7:10; 14:22; Mt 24:9.  It is used of the sufferings of Christ in Col 1:24.  It is used figuratively of mental and spiritual states of mind, affliction in the spiritual sense, trouble as in trouble and anguish of heart 2 Cor 2:4.”
  With this we have the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our.”

“who comforts us at the time of our every trouble [pressure, affliction, distress, tribulation]”

- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the neuter singular article and present deponent middle/passive infinitive from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”  The preposition EIS plus the infinitive is one of the ways in Greek of indicating either a purpose or result clause.  With this we have the accusative of general reference from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us,” which functions as the ‘subject’ of the infinitive, and so is translated “we.”


The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning—we can produce the action.


The infinitive is used in its verbal sense with EIS to form a result clause.

Then we have the present active infinitive from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to comfort, encourage.”


The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that we produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is used to complete the action of the main verb (in this case the action of the infinitive DUNAMAI, which functions as the main verb in this result clause).

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article, used as a demonstrative pronoun and translated “those.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all, every” and the noun THLIPSIS, meaning “pressure, trouble, affliction, difficult circumstance.”

“so that we are able to comfort those in every difficult circumstance”

 - is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the feminine singular article and noun PARAKLĒSIS, meaning “by the comfort/encouragement.”  This is followed by the appositional ablative from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the comfort just mentioned.  Then we have the first person plural present passive indicative from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “we comfort/encourage.”


The present tense is a tendential present for an action that Paul would like to see taking place in Corinth, but which is not now going on.  This is also a customary present for an action that is taking place in other churches and is reasonably expected in Corinth.


The passive voice indicates that many believers in the Church Age and especially at the time Paul wrote received the action of being comforted and encouraged by God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative of the masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “ourselves.”  Finally, we have the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “by God.”  The word in the ablative indicates the personal agent who performs the action expressed by a verb in the passive voice.

“by the comfort [and encouragement] which we ourselves are comforted [and encouraged] by God.”
2 Cor 1:4 corrected translation
“who comforts [and encourages] us at the time of our every affliction, so that we are able to comfort [and encourage] those in every difficult circumstance by the comfort [and encouragement] which we ourselves are comforted [and encouraged] by God.”
Explanation:
1.  “who [God the Father] comforts [and encourages] us at the time of our every affliction [pressure, trouble, distress, tribulation]”

a.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Isa 51:12, “I, even I, am He who comforts you. Who are you that you are afraid of man who dies and of the son of man who is made like grass,”



(2)  Isa 66:13, “As one whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you; and you will be comforted in Jerusalem.”



(3)  2 Cor 7:6, “But God, who comforts the depressed, comforted us by the coming of Titus;”


b.  God the Father provides comfort and encouragement to all believers because of His perfect love for us.



(1)  This comfort and encouragement is also provided by God the Son, who indwells us, and is our perfect example of handling the suffering of temptation, the rejection of others, and unjust treatment and punishment.



(2)  This comfort and encouragement is also provided by God the Holy Spirit, who indwells us, and as our Mentor is the one who brings to our remembrance all the doctrines we have learned.



(3)  God the Father not only has these two personal agents (God the Son and God the Holy Spirit) but He also has the impersonal agent of His word—the Bible doctrine in our souls, with which we can comfort and encourage ourselves.



(4)  It is impossible to be comforted and encouraged by God unless God communicates to us.



(5)  Since God does not speak directly to any member of the human race during the post canon period of the Church Age, the only source of communication from God is His word—the teaching of Bible doctrine.



(6)  Therefore, we have a dogmatic principle of doctrine which results: God comforts and encourages us through Bible doctrine in our souls.



(7)  The mature believer with Bible doctrine circulating in his or her stream of thoughts has an ever ready source of comfort and encouragement.



(8)  When God comforts, it is total, complete, and perfect comfort, which lasts.


c.  We are comforted and encouraged at the perfect time by God—when we need it the most—when we are under pressure, trouble, distress, and tribulation.



(1)  Pressure is the affliction of any outside adversity in life that attacks your soul to cause panic, worry, fear, hysteria, that is, any emotional sin of thinking that God does not have control of the circumstances of our life.




(a)  Emotional sins are blasphemy against God.




(b)  Emotional sins occur because we assume that everything in our life is out of control because God has lost control of the situation.  God has never lost control of anything.  There are no accidents in life, just as there is no such thing as luck.  Everything happens for an exact purpose and reason, whether it is God permitting certain demon activity to create confusion in our life, or other people making wrong decisions as a part of the freedom issue of the angelic conflict.



(2)  Trouble is the affliction of unfair and unjust treatment from others due to one’s own bad decisions, the bad decisions of others, or as discipline from God.




(a)  Gen 34:30, “Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, ‘You have brought trouble on me by making me odious among the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites; and my men being few in number, they will gather together against me and attack me and I will be destroyed, I and my household.’”



(b)  Gen 41:51, “Joseph named the firstborn Manasseh, ‘For,’ he said, ‘God has made me forget all my trouble and all my father's household.’”



(c)  Ex 5:19, “The foremen of the sons of Israel saw that they were in trouble because they were told, ‘You must not reduce your daily amount of bricks.’”



(d)  Num 33:55, “'But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then it shall come about that those whom you let remain of them will become as pricks in your eyes and as thorns in your sides, and they will trouble you in the land in which you live.”



(e)  Josh 7:25, “Joshua said, ‘Why have you troubled us?  The Lord will trouble you this day.’  And all Israel stoned them with stones; and they burned them with fire after they had stoned them with stones.




(f)  1 Kg 20:7, “Then the king of Israel called all the elders of the land and said, ‘Please observe and see how this man is looking for trouble; for he sent to me for my wives and my children and my silver and my gold, and I did not refuse him.’”



(g)  Neh 13:18, “Did not your fathers do the same, so that our God brought on us and on this city all this trouble?  Yet you are adding to the wrath on Israel by profaning the sabbath.”



(h)  Job 4:8, “According to what I have seen, those who plow iniquity and those who sow trouble harvest it.”



(i)  Job 5:6, “For affliction does not come from the dust, nor does trouble sprout from the ground,




(j)  Job 5:7, “For man is born for trouble, as sparks fly upward.”



(k)  Ps 9:9, “The Lord also will be a stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble.”



(l)  Ps 22:11, “Be not far from me, for trouble is near; for there is none to help.”



(m)  Ps 27:5, “For in the day of trouble He will conceal me in His tabernacle; In the secret place of His tent He will hide me; He will lift me up on a rock.”



(n)  Ps 32:7, “You are my hiding place; You preserve me from trouble; You surround me with songs of deliverance. Selah.”



(o)  Ps 37:39, “But the salvation of the righteous is from the Lord; He is their strength in time of trouble.”



(p)  Ps 41:1, “How blessed is he who considers the helpless; The Lord will deliver him in a day of trouble.”



(q)  Ps 46:1, “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”



(r)  Ps 50:15, “Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I shall rescue you, and you will honor Me.”



(s)  Ps 54:7, “For He has delivered me from all trouble, and my eye has looked with satisfaction upon my enemies.”



(t)  Ps 55:3, “Because of the voice of the enemy, because of the pressure of the wicked; for they bring down trouble upon me and in anger they bear a grudge against me.”



(u)  Ps 78:49, “He sent upon them His burning anger, fury and indignation and trouble, a band of destroying angels.”



(v)  Ps 81:7, “You called in trouble and I rescued you; I answered you in the hiding place of thunder; I proved you at the waters of Meribah. Selah.”



(w)  Ps 86:7, “In the day of my trouble I shall call upon You, for You will answer me.”



(x)  Ps 91:15, “He will call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him and honor him.”



(y)  Ps 107:6, “Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble; He delivered them out of their distresses.”



(z)  Ps 107:13, “Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble; He saved them out of their distresses.”



(aa)  Ps 107:19, “Then they cried out to the Lord in their trouble; He saved them out of their distresses.”



(bb)  Ps 107:28, “Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and He brought them out of their distresses.”



(cc)  Ps 119:143, “Trouble and anguish have come upon me, yet Your commandments are my delight.”



(dd)  Ps 120:1, “In my trouble I cried to the Lord, and He answered me.”



(ee)  Ps 138:7, “Though I walk in the midst of trouble, You will revive me; You will stretch forth Your hand against the wrath of my enemies, and Your right hand will save me.”



(ff)  Ps 143:11, “For the sake of Your name, O Lord, revive me.  In Your righteousness bring my soul out of trouble.”



(gg)  Prov 11:8, “The righteous is delivered from trouble, but the wicked takes his place.”



(hh)  Prov 12:13, “An evil man is ensnared by the transgression of his lips, but the righteous will escape from trouble.”



(ii)  Prov 12:21, “No harm befalls the righteous, but the wicked are filled with trouble.”



(jj)  Nah 1:7, “The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble, and He knows those who take refuge in Him.”



(kk)  Mt 6:34, “So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”



(ll)  Gal 6:17, “From now on let no one cause trouble for me, for I bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus.”



(mm)  Heb 12:15, “See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled.”


(3)  Distress is the emotional sins of discouragement, despondency, disappointment, grief, or anguish.




(a)  This is emotional adversity we bring on ourselves by our own thinking.  Outside circumstances of life may put pressure on our souls, but we create our own emotional affliction in the form of grief, anguish, discouragement, despondency, and disappointment.



(b)  The word of God or Bible doctrine in our souls is God the Father’s system of counterattack against this type of thinking.  God the Father uses the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit to remind us of the doctrines we have learned that bring comfort and encouragement to us when discouragement and disappointment attack our soul.



(4)  Tribulation is historical disaster brought on by the bad decisions of others, which causes both physical and mental suffering to put pressure on us.

2.  “so that we are able to comfort [and encourage] those in every difficult circumstance”

a.  Related Scripture.



(1)  1 Thes 3:2-3, “and so we sent Timothy, our brother and co-worker of God, to strengthen you and to encourage [you] concerning your doctrine, so that no one might be disturbed by these afflictions.  For you yourselves know that for this purpose we are destined.”



(2)  1 Thes 3:7, “For this reason, we have been encouraged, brethren, because of you during all our distress and affliction because of your faith,”



(3)  2 Thes 1:4-7, “so that we ourselves boast about you concerning your perseverance and doctrine in all your persecutions and afflictions, which afflictions you are enduring, evidence of the righteous judgment of God, with the result that you have been considered worthy of the kingdom of God (on behalf of which kingdom certainly you are suffering, since it is a just thing in the judgment of God to pay back suffering to those who oppress you and relief with us to you who are being oppressed at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven with His angels of power,”



(4)  Rom 8:35-39, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall tribulation [historical disaster/circumstantial pressure], or anguish [mental pressure], or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger [physical or natural catastrophe i.e., earthquake] or sword [crime, violence, military disaster].  As it stands written, [Ps.44:22] ‘For Your [Jesus Christ] sake we are being put to death the whole day [reign of Nero]; we have been imputed as sheep for slaughter.’ Nevertheless, in all these things we win the supreme victory through Him [Father] who loves us.  So, I stand convinced that neither death, nor life, neither angels, nor rulers of angels, neither present things, nor future things, neither powers, neither heaven, nor hell, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of the God [Father], which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”



(5)  2 Cor 7:7, “and not only by his coming, but also by the comfort with which he was comforted in you, as he reported to us your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me; so that I rejoiced even more.”



(6)  2 Cor 7:13, “For this reason we have been comforted.  And besides our comfort, we rejoiced even much more for the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been refreshed by you all.”


b.  Mature believers are a comfort and encouragement to others.



(1)  Paul sent Timothy to the Thessalonians to teach doctrine to strengthen and encourage them concerning the doctrine they had learned.  Paul did this, so that through the doctrine in their souls the Thessalonians would not be disturbed by the afflictions they faced.



(2)  The Thessalonian believers responded to both Paul’s and Timothy’s teaching, which was a comfort and encouragement to Paul.  The positive volition of mature believers is a reciprocal comfort and encouragement to the teacher of doctrine.



(3)  The ultimate comfort for believers is the fact that God the Father loves God the Son, and we are in union with Christ as His bride.  Therefore, we receive the same love from God the Father.  Nothing can or will ever separate us from this love.



(4)  Regardless of the affliction, pressure, trouble, distress, or tribulation, the mature believer is a comfort to others in three ways:




(a)  They remind those afflicted of God’s love for them in their affliction.




(b)  They have or are suffering the same kind of things as those in need of comfort.




(c)  They continue to be an example of perseverance under pressure because of their reciprocal love for God.

3.  “by the comfort [and encouragement] which we ourselves are comforted [and encouraged] by God.”

a.  This is the principle of reciprocal comfort and encouragement.


b.  God comforts and encourages us.  God comforts and encourages others through us.  They reciprocate and comfort by responding to doctrine, which in turn comforts and encourages us.


c.  When you comfort another person with a doctrinal principle and that person responds to what you have said by believing it and acting upon it, it is a comfort and encouragement to you.  
d.  This principle was stated by Paul, when he said in 1 Thes 4:18, “Therefore comfort one another with these doctrines.”


e.  Bible doctrine must be in your soul in order for you to comfort and encourage another believer.


f.  There is nothing we can do to comfort and encourage the unbeliever.


g.  We are comforted and encouraged by God through the doctrine we have learned, believed, and use as our system of thinking.


h.  We then can use this same doctrine to encourage and comfort those around us who are in need of help in time of affliction.


i.  Their response to doctrine is a comfort and encouragement to us as well.


j.  The mature believer passes on the comfort and encouragement he or she receives from God to others.  This is a function of reciprocal love for God and impersonal love toward others.
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