2 Corinthians 1:3




- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective EULOGĒTOS, which means “blessed, praised (Lk 1:68)
; pertaining to being worthy of praise or commendation;
 it is also found in Rom 1:25, Eph 1:3, and 1 Pet 1:3, and should be translated, “Worthy of praise.”  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  Then we have the conjunction KAI, which is “often explicative; i.e., a word or clause is connected by means of KAI with another word or clause, for the purpose of explaining what goes before it, and translated: and so, that is, namely.”
  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun PATĒR, meaning “Father.”  Then we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and nouns KURIOS, IĒSOUS, and CHRISTOS, with the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

“Worthy of praise [is] God, that is, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,”

 - is the appositional nominative from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father” plus the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural article and noun OIKTIRMOS, which means “pity, mercy, compassion   (genitive of quality) put on heartfelt compassion Col 3:12.  Almost always plural, partly to express the concrete forms of expression taken by the abstract concept, but more often without any difference from the singular, due to the influence of the Hebrew plural .”

“the Father of compassions”

 - is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the appositional nominative from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all” plus the noun PARAKLĒSIS, meaning “encouragement, comfort, consolation.”

“and God of all comfort.”
2 Cor 1:3 corrected translation
“Worthy of praise is God, that is, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions and God of all comfort.”

Explanation:
1.  “Worthy of praise is God, that is, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,”

a.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Eph 1:3, “Worthy of praise is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,”



(2)  1 Pet 1:3, “Worthy of praise is the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,”

b.  God the Father is worthy of praise because He designed a perfect plan that resulted in our existence and the opportunity to live with Him forever in the greatest happiness and blessing.


c.  God the Father is worthy of praise because He was and is the spiritual father of the humanity of our Lord Jesus Christ in hypostatic union.


d.  God the Father is worthy of praise because He provided for every need of our Lord Jesus Christ in hypostatic union.


e.  God the Father is worthy of praise because He will keep on providing for our every need, Phil 4:19, “And my God will keep on supplying all your needs on the basis of His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”


f.  We are in union with Christ.  God the Father provided for all the needs of our Lord in His spiritual life on earth.  The same is true for us in our spiritual life.  God the Father does no less for us than He has already done for His Son.


g.  God the Father is worthy of praise because He has given to us the riches of His glory.  


(1)  The riches of His glory is the greatest wealth that has or ever will exist.



(2)  The riches of His glory is His perfect love for us from eternity past.


h.  This love is manifest in God the Father’s fantastic compassion and mercy toward us, which results in the greatest comfort we could ever possibly have in life.


i.  Paul wants to remind the Corinthians that both he and they owe everything to the Father’s compassion and mercy.


j.  This compassion and mercy is manifest in:



(1)  providing eternal salvation for us through our Lord Jesus Christ,


(2)  providing the greatest spiritual life that has ever existed,


(3)  and in providing the means of recovering the spiritual life, when we fail, through the rebound technique of 1 Jn 1:9.

2.  “the Father of compassions”

a.  Related Scripture.



(1)  2 Sam 24:14, “Then David said to Gad, ‘I am in great distress.  Let us now fall into the hand of the Lord for His mercies are great, but do not let me fall into the hand of man.’”



(2)  Lam 3:22, “The Lord's lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, For His compassions never fail.”



(3)  Hos 11:8, “How can I give you up, O Ephraim?  How can I surrender you, O Israel?  How can I make you like Admah?  How can I treat you like Zeboiim?  My heart is turned over within Me, All My compassions are kindled.”



(4)  1 Chr 21:13, “David said to Gad, ‘I am in great distress; please let me fall into the hand of the Lord, for His mercies are very great.  But do not let me fall into the hand of man.’”



(5)  Ps 119:156, “Great are Your mercies, O Lord; Revive me according to Your ordinances.”



(6)  Ps 145:9, “The Lord is good to all, And His mercies are over all His works.”



(7)  Isa 55:3, “Incline your ear and come to Me. Listen, that you may live; And I will make an everlasting covenant with you, According to the faithful mercies shown to David.”



(8)  Rom 12:1, “Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.”


b.  God the Father is a God of love.



(1)  God is love.



(2)  Compassion for others is a manifestation or characteristic of love.



(3)  Mercy is compassion or love in application toward another person.



(4)  God is compassionate toward us.  This is a manifestation of His perfect love.



(5)  God is merciful toward us.  This is a manifestation of His compassion toward us.


c.  God is compassionate and merciful when He blesses and when He disciplines.



(1)  God is compassionate and merciful in blessing because He never gives us more than we could handle or enjoy.  A person can receive too much too fast and it destroys them.  God never does this to us.  He always gives us exactly what we need at the right time without giving us too much or too little.



(2)  The same is true in discipline.  “Whom the Lord loves He disciplines…,” Heb 12:6.  God disciplines us in compassion and mercy.  He never gives us more than we can handle or endure.  He always gives us exactly what we need at the right time.


d.  The compassion and mercy of God is frequently mentioned in the plural.  This indicates a couple of things.



(1)  God has to be compassionate and merciful to us many times in our life.



(2)  We need God’s compassion and mercy every day in our life.

3.  “and God of all comfort.”

a.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Ps 23:4 “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.”



(2)  Ps 71:21, “May You increase my greatness And turn to comfort me.”



(3)  Ps 119:50, “This is my comfort in my affliction, That Your word has revived me.”



(4)  Ps 119:52, “I have remembered Your ordinances from of old, O Lord, And comfort myself.”



(5)  Ps 119:76, “O may Your lovingkindness comfort me, According to Your word to Your servant.”



(6)  Isa 12:1, “Then you will say on that day, ‘I will give thanks to You, O Lord; For although You were angry with me, Your anger is turned away, And You comfort me.’”



(7)  Isa 40:1, “‘Comfort, O comfort My people,’ says your God.”



(8)  Isa 51:3, “Indeed, the Lord will comfort Zion; He will comfort all her waste places. And her wilderness He will make like Eden, And her desert like the garden of the Lord; Joy and gladness will be found in her, Thanksgiving and sound of a melody.”



(9)  Isa 57:18, “I have seen his ways, but I will heal him; I will lead him and restore comfort to him and to his mourners,”



(10)  Isa 61:2, “To proclaim the favorable year of the Lord And the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn,”



(11)  Isa 66:13, “As one whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you; And you will be comforted in Jerusalem.”



(12)  Zech 1:17, “Again, proclaim, saying, 'Thus says the Lord of hosts, "My cities will again overflow with prosperity, and the Lord will again comfort Zion and again choose Jerusalem.”’”



(13)  Acts 9:31, “So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up; and going on in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase.”



(14)  2 Cor 1:4-7, “who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ.  But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is effective in the patient enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer;  and our hope for you is firmly grounded, knowing that as you are sharers of our sufferings, so also you are sharers of our comfort.”



(15)  2 Thes 2:16-17, “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who has loved us and given us eternal comfort and good hope by grace, comfort and strengthen your hearts in every good work and word.”




(a)  God provides infinite encouragement, help, and comfort to the believer through the teaching of the word of God.




(b)  There is no other way in the post-canon period of the Church Age in which God communicates to the believer.




(c)  If you are not learning, metabolizing, and applying doctrine through the problem solving devices, then you can have no encouragement, help or comfort from God.




(d)  The word of God is infinite and eternal; therefore, the encouragement, help, and comfort contained in the word of God are infinite and eternal.




(e)  There never has been nor will there ever be any situation in your life for which God has not already provided the answer in Bible doctrine.  The problem is our inattentiveness to the teaching of doctrine, negative volition to the things we learn, or outright rejection of what we know to be true.




(f)  God is in the business of encouraging us when the going gets tough, when we let ourselves down, and when we let others down.




(g)  God is in the business of helping us only when we reach the end of all our little human solutions and start depending on Him for the solution.




(h)  God is in the business of comforting us in times of great personal disaster.  Even though we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He cannot deny Himself, and He is in union with us and indwells us.


b.  The only Person who can truly comfort us is God.  God the Father does this both directly and through our relationship with God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.


c.  God comforts us through His word; for His word is the only way He can communicate with us in the Church Age.


d.  God’s comfort requires positive volition to Bible doctrine on our part; for without knowledge and understanding of doctrine, we have no comfort from God.


e.  Once we understand and believe doctrine, then we can also be a comfort to ourselves through the recall and application of our own doctrine to our own lives.


f.  Then we can also be a comfort and encouragement to others as mature believers having an influence over others from the magnetism of our personal love for God.


g.  Paul needed to make this point with the Corinthians because God had shown great compassion toward Paul and been merciful to him in his life, and Paul wants the Corinthians to understand that God is doing the same thing in their lives.  He will expand his explanation in the next few verses.
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