2 Corinthians 1:24




- is the negative adverb OUCH, meaning “not” plus the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “OUCH HOTI (=I do not say that) not that, not as if Jn 6:46; 7:22; 2 Cor 1:24; 3:5; Phil 3:12; 4:11; 2 Thes 3:9.”
  Then we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb KURIEUW, which means “to be lord or master, rule, lord it (over), control.  It is used with the genitive of that over which rule is exercised.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action begun in the past, which continues at the present time.  This is also a gnomic present for a state or condition that perpetually exists as a principle of leadership in the Church.


The active voice indicates that Paul and the other leaders of the Church do not produce this action of ruling over or controlling the faith of the Corinthian believers.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the objective genitive from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS with the possessive genitive of the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your faith.”

“Not that we are lords over your faith”

 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective SUNERGOS, meaning “fellow-workers.”  This is followed by the first person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “we are.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for a state or condition that currently exists.


The active voice indicates Paul and the members of his team produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of this fact.

This is followed by the genitive of reference from the feminine singular article and noun CHARA with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with reference to your happiness.”

“but we are fellow-workers with reference to your happiness.”

 - is the explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For.”  Then we have the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and the passive meaning of the noun PISTIS, meaning “what is believed” or “doctrine.”  Finally, we have the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb HISTĒMI, meaning “to stand; to stand firm.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.  This emphasizes the present state of being; the fact that a thing is.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“For you stand in doctrine.”
2 Cor 1:24 corrected translation
“Not that we are lords over your faith but we are fellow-workers with reference to your happiness.  For you stand in doctrine.”
Explanation:
1.  “Not that we are lords over your faith”

a.  Paul didn’t want to come to Corinth again as long as there was antagonism toward his authority as an apostle or pastor-teacher.


b.  So he makes a point of reminding them that no one on his team has ever abused their God-given authority with the Corinthians (or any other church for that matter).


c.  Paul was not a dictator.  He was a leader.


d.  Leadership makes many demands on a person, more than most people can handle.


e.  The most important thing a leader must not do is use his authority to force others to do what he wants.


f.  Leadership is the art of making other people do what they don’t necessarily want to do, but doing everything in the best interest of the common good.


g.  Paul never demanded that the Corinthians believe in Christ.  He gave them the gospel and let God the Holy Spirit handle the rest.


h.  Paul never demanded that the Corinthians acknowledge their sins to God, but he told them in no uncertain terms what would happen to them if they did not.


i.  Paul never forced the spiritual life of the Church on the Corinthians, but he taught them thoroughly, so that they could make their own decisions and live their own lives as unto the Lord.


j.  Spiritual leadership does not make demands on anyone.  God the Holy Spirit does that.


k.  Spiritual leadership teaches the word of God and allows people to determine for themselves what is God’s will for their life.


l.  Paul never bullied the Corinthians spiritually.  They knew it and he knew it.  No pastor ever has the right to bully his congregation spiritually by telling them how to live their lives or what they can or cannot do.  He has the divine duty to tell them what God expects, but he cannot use his spiritual authority to force them into compliance.


m.  As an apostle, Paul had absolute authority over the content of doctrine being revealed to the Corinthian church.  However, he had no control or authority over what they believed or did not believe.

2.  “but we are fellow-workers with reference to your happiness.”

a.  In contrast to Paul’s lack of spiritual bullying, he was a fellow-worker toward their happiness.


b.  The happiness mentioned here is the happiness which only God can provide, that is, sharing the happiness of God.


c.  The pastor and the believer are fellow-workers, cooperating together to produce the greatest possible happiness in a believer’s life.


d.  The pastor does his share of the work by studying and teaching everything necessary for the believer to be happy.


e.  The believer does his share of the work by giving doctrine a hearing, metabolizing or believing it, and then applying it correctly and objectively to his or her life.


f.  A pastor cannot make you receive the happiness of God.


g.  You cannot attain the happiness of God without the teaching of doctrine by a qualified pastor.


h.  Both parties must work together to attain the goal of happiness.


i.  The pastor is not happy when the members of his congregation are miserable because of their negative volition to doctrine.


j.  The believers in a congregation are miserable when the pastor does not study thoroughly and teach accurately.


k.  So instead of throwing his apostolic weight around, Paul was doing all that he could to help the Corinthians share the happiness of God.  The fact that some of them were unhappy should have sent up red warning flags that something was wrong with them.


l.  Paul wants them to be happy, but he can do nothing for their happiness as long as they reject his authority as a communicator of doctrine.

3.  “For you stand in doctrine.”

a.  Then, by way of explanation, Paul gives them the principle of what it takes to be happy in the spiritual life of the Church Age—they must stand firm in their positive volition to doctrine.


b.  The Corinthians were most happy in their spiritual lives when they were positive to doctrine.


c.  Happiness from God is doctrine in the soul.


d.  What we believe is what makes us happy or unhappy.


e.  If we believe a certain circumstance is supposed to make us happy (like a party), then we try like hell to be happy at a party.


f.  If we believe a certain circumstance is supposed to make us unhappy (like being maligned by someone else), then we try like hell to be unhappy when that happens.


g.  However, there is another option.  We always have the opportunity and choice to remember doctrine.


h.  Doctrine is a system of thinking.  It is a system of thinking which produces happiness in the thinking.


i.  The more doctrine we have, the better the chance we have of remembering and thinking doctrine under every circumstance of life.


j.  We are designed by God as Church Age believers to bring every thought into captivity for Christ.


k.  We therefore have the opportunity in every circumstance of life to be happy.  It all depends on what we think.  As a person thinks in his stream of consciousness, so he is.


l.  When we stand firm in doctrine, we stand firm in our happiness.


m.  When we do not stand firm in doctrine, we waver like jello in our self-induced misery.


n.  Paul didn’t want the Corinthians to continue to stand firm in their antagonism toward and rejection of Paul.  Rather he wanted them to be positive to the teaching of the word of God and have the greatest possible happiness God could provide.  But Paul could not force them to be happy.  They had to cooperate with him for that to happen.
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