2 Corinthians 1:19




- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, which means “For” and the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  Then we have the appositional nominative from the masculine singular proper nouns IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, meaning “Jesus Christ” (not “Christ Jesus” as in the New American Standard Version).

“For the Son of God, Jesus Christ,”

- is the nominative masculine singular articular aorist passive participle from the verb KERUSSW, which means “to proclaim, make known, or preach.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, and is translated “who.”  The nominative masculine singular looks back to the nominative subject just mentioned, “the Son of God.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers up the entire eighteen months that Paul taught in Corinth, plus the time that Apollos and Timothy spent there, into a single whole and regards it is a fact without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that the Corinthian believers receive the action of having the message of God concerning Jesus Christ proclaimed to them.


The participle is circumstantial.

Between the article and participle we have two prepositional phrases.  The first is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, which means “among you.”  The second prepositional phrase is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “by us.”  The ablative of agency is used to indicate the person, who produces the action mentioned in the verb in the passive voice.  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “by me.”  This is followed by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the ablative from the masculine singular proper name SILOUANOS (which we transliterate as “Silvanus”) and the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the ablative from the masculine singular proper name TIMOTHEOS, which we transliterate as “Timothy.”

“who was proclaimed among you by us, by me and Silvanus and Timothy”

 - is the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular aorist deponent indicative from the verb GINOMAI, meaning “to become” and is sometimes used as a substitute for EIMI, meaning “to be.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which states the action as a fact without reference to its progress.


The deponent middle is middle in form, but active in meaning.  The proclamation of the Son of God produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the affirmative particle NAI, meaning “Yes” with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the negative adverb OU, meaning “No.”

“was not ‘Yes and No’”

 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the affirmative particle NAI, meaning “Yes.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in Him” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Finally, we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb GINOMAI, meaning “to become, be, happen, occur, to come about.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes a state or completed action in the past with results that continue up to the present time.


The active voice indicates the Son of God produced the action of continuing to be ‘Yes.’


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“but in Him ‘Yes’ began in the past and continues to be in the present.”
2 Cor 1:19 corrected translation
“For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was proclaimed among you by us, by me and Silvanus and Timothy, was not ‘Yes and No,’ but in Him ‘Yes’ began in the past and continues to be in the present.”

Explanation:
1.  “For the Son of God, Jesus Christ,”

a.  Paul continues with an explanation.  God is trustworthy; therefore, His message is trustworthy.  The message is trustworthy because it centers around the person of the Son of God, Jesus Christ.


b.  This is the only occurrence of this title of our Lord in Scripture.  It emphasizes the humanity of Christ because the name “Jesus” is placed first.  The Son of God is also a title emphasizing the humanity of Christ.


c.  The humanity of Christ is emphasized because God the Father’s message to the human race came through the humanity of Christ, just as His message to the Corinthians came through the humanity of Paul and the other witnesses.


d.  The message which God the Father gave the Son was accurately and correctly presented by our Lord, just as the message which our Lord gave to the apostles to take to the world was accurately and correctly presented by them.


e.  As God the Father is faithful, so God the Son is faithful.  So also the apostles who represent Christ are also faithful in presenting one message without wavering or vacillation.

2.  “who was proclaimed among you by us, by me and Silvanus and Timothy”

a.  Salvation through faith alone in Christ was the message proclaimed to the Corinthians.  There was no doubt about this, no wavering from this message, and no vacillation concerning what was necessary for eternal salvation.  The Corinthians were saved by faith alone in Christ alone.


b.  The important point Paul is making here is that the truth was established by three witnesses, just as was required by the Mosaic Law.



(1)  Dt 17:6, “On the evidence of two witnesses or three witnesses, he who is to die shall be put to death; he shall not be put to death on the evidence of one witness.”



(2)  Dt 19:15, “A single witness shall not rise up against a man on account of any iniquity or any sin which he has committed; on the evidence of two or three witnesses a matter shall be confirmed.”



(3)  Isa 43:10, “‘You are My witnesses,’ declares the Lord, ‘And My servant whom I have chosen, so that you may know and believe Me and understand that I am He.  Before Me there was no God formed, and there will be none after Me.’”


(4)  Isa 44:8, “Do not tremble and do not be afraid; have I not long since announced it to you and declared it?  And you are My witnesses.  Is there any God besides Me, or is there any other Rock?  I know of none.”



(5)  Mt 18:16, “But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that by the mouth of two or three witnesses every fact may be confirmed.”



(6)  Acts 1:8, “but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”



(7)  2 Cor 13:1, “This is the third time I am coming to you. Every fact is to be confirmed by the testimony of two or three witnesses.”



(8)  1 Tim 5:19, “Do not receive an accusation against an elder except on the basis of two or three witnesses.”



(9)  Heb 10:28, “Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.”


c.  The three witnesses are:



(1)  Paul , Acts 18:1-4.



(2)  Silvanus and Timothy, Acts 18:5.

3.  “was not ‘Yes and No’ ”

a.  Jesus Christ was not “Yes and No.”  He did not talk out of both sides of his mouth.


b.  Our Lord did not say one thing when He was with people, and then say something entirely different when their back was turned.


c.  Paul uses this fact to defend himself and those who helped him at Corinth against his critics.


d.  Just as our Lord didn’t speak like a politician, so Paul and the members of his team have not done this with the Corinthians.


e.  Just as our Lord would not vacillate and say ‘Yes’ and ‘No’ at the same time, so Paul and his team do not do so either.

4.  “but in Him ‘Yes’ began in the past and continues to be in the present.”

a.  In contrast to the vacillation of some, our Lord had but one message.


b.  That message required positive volition at gospel hearing.


c.  The Corinthians had to say ‘Yes’ to God’s offer of salvation through faith in Christ.


d.  The Person sending the messengers never changed.


e.  The message never changed.


f.  The messengers being sent never changed.


g.  As had begun in the past when Paul first came to Corinth, so it is still the same now.  The message continues to be faith in the Lord Jesus Christ for eternal salvation.
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