1 Timothy 6:6



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” with the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.  This is also a progressive present for what continues to be true throughout human history, especially the Church Age.

The active voice indicates that the spiritual life and respect for God produces the action of being what is described here.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative masculine singular from the noun PORISMOS, which means “a means of gain or prosperity,” but here in contrast to the previous literal use we have the figurative use referring to great spiritual prosperity.  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective MEGAS, meaning “great.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun EUSEBEIA, which means “respect for God; the spiritual life.”
“But respect for God keeps on being a great means of prosperity”
- is the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the feminine singular noun AUTARKEIA, which means “‘self-sufficiency’ in the sense of ‘independence’, then generally ‘sufficiency’ (1) external, state of having what is adequate, sufficiency, a competence ( Plato used it of the state one who supports himself without aid from others), ‘have enough of everything’ 2 Cor 9:8; (2) internal, state of being content with one’s circumstances, contentment, self-sufficiency, 1 Tim 6:6,”
 and “the state of being content with one’s circumstances or lot in life—’self-content, contentment, contentment with what one has.’”

“associated with contentment.”
1 Tim 6:6 corrected translation
“But respect for God keeps on being a great means of prosperity associated with contentment.”
Explanation:
1.  “But respect for God keeps on being a great means of prosperity”

a.  Paul continues his thought by setting up a contrast between the false teacher, who is only in the ministry for the purpose of financial gain, profit, or benefit, and the pastor, who is in the ministry because of his love for God.

b.  False teachers of the word of God are motivated by money.  True teachers of the word of God are motivated by their respect and love for God.  Respect and love for God is the spiritual life of the Church Age believer.


c.  The entire focus and purpose of the spiritual life is to bring the pastor first and then the members of his congregation to personal love for God and occupation with Christ.


d.  The spiritual life is fellowship with the Holy Spirit producing reciprocal love for God the Father and occupation with Christ.  1 Cor 13:2-3, “If…I do not have integrity-love, I am nothing.  And if…I do not have integrity-love, I accomplish nothing.”

e.  Integrity-love or virtue-love is our reciprocal-motivational love for God, which produces the functional-unconditional virtuous love for all mankind.


f.  We don’t truly love someone until we respect them.  Respect for God results in obedience to the desires and will of God.  Obedience to the will of God means learning about God, so that we come to the point of appreciating all He has done for us.


g.  Once we appreciate God, we begin to have genuine gratitude and thankfulness to God.  That gratitude grows into reciprocal love for God.  Love for God then motivates us to serve God in whatever manner He wants.


h.  The true pastor-teacher is motivated by this love and appreciation for God to study the word of God and do all that he can to teach it accurately and faithfully.  The false teacher does not know God, does not care about what God wants, and is not motivated by his love for God.  For the false teacher, God, the word of God, religion, and “spirituality” (which is pseudo-spirituality) is just a means to an end.  The end is financial reward, gain, profit, etc.  They may get their financial reward in time, but they miss out on the greater reward and blessing of spiritual gain, spiritual wealth, and spiritual profit.


i.  The greatest wealth in the universe that will ever exist is the spiritual wealth that God has made available first to the pastor-teacher and then to his congregation.  Every believer has an equal opportunity of attaining this wealth, if they are positive to the teaching of the word of God.


j.  The spiritual wealth of God is mentioned many times by Paul.



(1)  Eph 1:3-14, “Worthy of praise and glorification is the God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ Who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ,  since He Himself has elected us in Him before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless before Him; by means of virtue love He has predestined us for the purpose of adoption to Himself through Jesus Christ according to the grace purpose of His will, resulting in the praise of the glory of His grace, by which grace He has graced us out in the Beloved; by Whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, on the basis of the riches of His grace, from which riches of grace He has made us super-rich by means of all wisdom and prudence, when He revealed to us the mystery of His plan according to His gracious intention which He planned in Him with reference to the dispensation of the fullness of times, to gather under one head the entire royal family in Christ, those who are in heaven and those who are on earth in Him, in Whom also we have received an allotment, having been predestined with reference to a predetermined plan from Him, who works all things in conformity with the purpose of His will, in order that we, who first trusted in Christ, should be for the praise of His glory; in Whom also, when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation, in whom also, when you believed, you were sealed by means of the Holy Spirit with reference to the promise, Who is the guarantee of our inheritance for the release of your assets for the praise of His glory.”


(2)  Rom 9:23-24, “also in order that He might reveal the riches of His glory on vessels of mercy, which [vessels] He previously prepared for glory, even us whom He has elected, not only from among Jews but also from among Gentiles.”


(3)  Rom 10:12 “For there is no distinction between Jew and Gentile, because the same one [is] Lord of all, being generous to all those who call upon Him.”


(4)  Rom 11:33 “Oh, the inexhaustibility of His wealth both of the wisdom and knowledge of God.  How unsearchable [are] His decisions and untraceable [are] His ways.”


(5)  Eph 1:18, “I also pray that the eyes of your right lobe may be enlightened, so that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance for the saints.”


(6)  Eph 3:8, “To me, the very least of all the saints, this grace has been given to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable [inscrutable] wealth of Christ.”


(7)  Eph 3:16-17, “I pray that He [God the Father] may give you on the basis of the riches of His glory to become strong by means of power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may be at home in your right lobes through doctrine, when you have been rooted [spiritual self-esteem] and established [spiritual autonomy] with virtue-love.”


(8)  Phil 4:19 “Now my God shall fill up your every need according to His wealth in glory in Christ Jesus.”


(9)  Col 1:27, “to whom God [the Father] desired to make known what is the wealth of glory with reference to this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”


(10)  1 Tim 6:17, “Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.”


(11)  Heb 11:26, “considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.”

k.  The greatest spiritual prosperity in the world is our love for God.  That spiritual prosperity is totally dependent upon what we think.  What we think is totally dependent upon the Bible doctrine we have learned, believed, and have established as the anchor in our soul.
2.  “associated with contentment.”

a.  This spiritual prosperity of personal love for God is always associated with contentment, which is the foundation for sharing the happiness of God.

b.  Contentment is tranquility of soul.

c.  Contentment is a relaxed mental attitude.


d.  Contentment is total confidence in God.


e.  Contentment is a gift of God that comes with doctrine in the soul.


f.  Contentment is a by-product of personal love for God.


g.  Contentment accompanies our spiritual advance and has great influence on our priorities, values, and virtues in life.

h.  Contentment does not need to profit financially from God.


i.  Contentment does not need a pulpit as a means for financial gain.


j.  Contentment is satisfied with being loved by God and having the honor and privilege of loving God.


k.  Contentment is rewarded by God with happiness.


l.  Contentment is happy with what it has and needs only the opportunity to be grateful.


m.  Contentment is genuinely humble and free from slavery to the lust pattern of the sin nature.


n.  Respect for God is the means of contentment, the means of happiness in the spiritual life.


o.  The spiritual prosperity of the mature believer is a relaxed mental attitude of contentment and happiness, which no amount of money can ever provide.

p.  The false teacher has no contentment, no happiness, and no spiritual prosperity, but does have a great deal of financial profit.  His followers are in an even worse condition.  They have no contentment, no happiness, no spiritual prosperity, and have given all their money to the false teacher.
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