1 Timothy 6:4



- is the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb TUPHOW, which has three meanings that are all applicable to this passage: “(1) to be puffed up; conceited 1 Tim 3:6; 2 Tim 3:4. The ancient versions also understand 1 Tim 6:4 in this sense, though this passage may belong under meanings two or three; (2) to be blinded, become foolish, stupid 1 Tim 6:4; (3) to be mentally ill.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action, like the aorist tense.

The passive voice indicates that the false teacher, who is not occupied with the sound doctrine of the Lord Jesus Christ, receives the action of becoming arrogant, being blinded, and becoming psychotic.  In essence this person has received blind, psychopathic arrogance.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“he has received blind arrogance,”
- is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular negative, cardinal adjective MĒDEIS, which means literally “not one thing” or “nothing.”  With this we have the appositional or explanatory nominative masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb EPISTRAMAI, which means “to gain a firm mental grasp of something, to understand something; Mk 14:68.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past and continues in the present.  This is also a gnomic present for a universal truth or something that is always true under these conditions or circumstances.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the false teacher producing the action of understanding nothing due to their blind arrogance.


The participle is circumstantial.
“understanding nothing,”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb VOSEW, which means “literally to be sick, ailing, but is used in biblical literature only figuratively, meaning: to be ailing with, or have a morbid craving for something.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is currently going on and continues to happen in the action of this verb.


The active voice indicates that the false teacher produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine plural nouns ZĒTĒSIS with the connective conjunction KAI and LOGOMACHIA, which means “matter for dispute, controversial question, controversy 2 Tim 2:23; Tit 3:9 and engagement in a controversial discussion, discussion, debate, argument 1 Tim 6:4; Acts 15:2, 7; there arose a debate between the disciples of John and a Judean on purification Jn 3:25”
 and “word-battle, dispute about words.”
“but continues to have morbid obsessions about controversial questions and disputes about words,”
 - is the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the feminine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “from which (controversies and word-battles).”  Then we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become, to come about, or to come into being as an event or phenomenon from a point of origin: occur, arise, come about, or develop.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the verbal controversies, debates, argumentation, and word-battles producing the action of developing other problems.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative:


1.  masculine singular noun PHTHONOS, meaning “envy, jealousy.”

2.  feminine singular noun ERIS, meaning “strife, discord, contention.”

3.  feminine plural noun BLASPHĒMIA, meaning “speech that denigrates or defames, reviling, denigration, disrespect, slanders.”


4.  feminine plural noun HUPONOIA, meaning “opinion or conjecture based on slight evidence, suspicion, conjecture”
 with the adjective PONĒROS, meaning “wicked, evil, bad, base, worthless, vicious, degenerate.”

“from which develop jealousy, contention, slanders, evil conjectures,”
1 Tim 6:4 corrected translation
“he has received blind arrogance, understanding nothing, but continues to have morbid obsessions about controversial questions and disputes about words, from which develop jealousy, contention, slanders, evil conjectures,”
Explanation:
1.  “he has received blind arrogance,”

a.  The entire sentence reads, “If anyone gives divergent instruction and does not agree with sound teachings, those of our Lord Jesus Christ; that is, the teaching pertaining to respect for God, he has received blind arrogance, understanding nothing, but continues to have morbid obsessions about controversial questions [controversial discussions and debates] and disputes about words, from which develop jealousy, contention, slanders, evil conjectures [degenerate speculations],”

b.  When a person rejects doctrine, he receives blind arrogance, which, if perpetuated, results in psychopathic arrogance.

c.  Arrogance is the antithesis of grace and the total blindness to the grace of God.

d.  Blind arrogance is mentioned by this same metaphor by the teaching of our Lord and in the epistles.



(1)  Mt 15:14, “Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit.” Cf. Lk 6:39, “And He also spoke a parable to them: “A blind man cannot guide a blind man, can he? Will they not both fall into a pit?”


(2)  Mt 23:16-17, 19, 24, 26, “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears by the temple, that is nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the temple is obligated.’  You fools and blind men. Which is more important, the gold or the temple that sanctified the gold?  You blind men, which is more important, the offering, or the altar that sanctifies the offering?  You blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel.  You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup and of the dish, so that the outside of it may become clean also.



(3)  Paul’s use of this metaphor is found in Rom 2:17-19, “Now if you call yourself ‘Jew’ and are relying on the [Mosaic] Law, and you boast about relationship with God and you do, and you know His will, and you approve those superior things because you are instructed from the Law, and you have convinced yourself that you are a guide for the blind, a light to those in darkness, an instructor of the ignorant, a teacher of immature ones, having a superficial form of knowledge and the doctrine in the Law.”


(4)  Peter’s use of this figure of speech is found in 2 Pet 1:9, “For to the one who does not have these things, he is so near-sighted that he is blind, having forgotten the purification from his former sins.”


(5)  John’s use of this figure of speech is found in Rev 3:17, “Because you say, ‘I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,’ and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked,…”

e.  Arrogance is blind to the truth.  It is blind to the truth of the gospel and to the accurate teaching of the word of God.


f.  Arrogance is ignorant of the truth.  The ignorance of arrogance is unknown to itself.


g.  Arrogance cannot diagnose its own condition of blindness and cannot heal its own condition of blindness.  Arrogance never thinks it is arrogant.  It is clueless to its own condition.


h.  Arrogance is insensitive to its own condition of occupation with self, selfish needs, selfish desires, and selfish demands.


i.  Perpetuated blind arrogance has no idea it once was not arrogant, or is terribly irritating to others, or is getting worse as time goes on.


j.  Perpetuated blind arrogance develops in stages as is manifest in different ways in each stage.



(1)  Stage one of blind arrogance is characterized by the selfish fulfillment of the desires of the lust pattern of the sin nature.  This is coupled with a believer’s frantic search for stimulation, pleasure, and pseudo happiness.  In this stage the believer becomes puffed up with their own self-importance.


(2)  Stage two of blind arrogance is characterized by perpetual mental attitude sins, especially: anger, hatred, envy, jealousy, malice, revenge, etc. in relationship to others, and

fear, worry, anxiety in relationship to self.  In this stage, believers make foolish and stupid decisions.


(3)  Stage three of blind arrogance is characterized by becoming irrational, double-minded or bi-polar (manic-depressive), psychotic, or neurotic.  In this stage the believer is completely dependent on drugs, alcohol, pills (like ‘uppers’ and ‘downers’ not legitimate medication), and the abuse of psychiatric treatment.  This believer is desperate for love, attention, excitement, stimulation, and other demands from the lust pattern of their sin nature.  Then they have wild emotional swings to overwhelming guilt and depression.  They are truly ‘losing their mind.’

k.  A believer receives arrogance from their own making.  They manufacture their own arrogance, and then accept it as a gift to themselves.

l.  Principles, applications, and illustrations of blind arrogance.



(1)  Blind arrogance comes from having no doctrine in our soul, so that we have nothing to apply to the problems of life.  Therefore, we have blind arrogance or soul blindness.  Blind souls are always looking for alleviation from their own self-induced misery.  They are pleasure-seekers.

  
(2)  Believers without Bible doctrine are walking in the dark.  Satan himself is blinded by his arrogance.


(3)  In 1 Tim 3:6, the neophyte has blind arrogance.  He is proud of his self-righteous virtuous life.  “Do not be an immature believer, lest having received blind arrogance, you fall into the condemnation of the devil.”


(4)  Jesus Christ’s dissertation on blind arrogance is found in Mt 19:27-20:34.  Please read it.


(5)  Blind arrogance occurs in people who have arrogance which never shows until pressure is put on their area of hypersensitivity.


(6)  Ignorance can and often does coexist with arrogance.  We call it strong delusion.



(7)  Counseling can become very stimulating and lead to blind arrogance.



(8)  Arrogance appeals to arrogance, so that arrogance is vulnerable to arrogance.  


(9)  Part of blind arrogance is to be deceived by the arrogance of others, especially pseudo compassion.


(10)  Guilt motivates some believers to martyr themselves. They are in blind arrogance and legalism.


(11)  The parents of the first generation in a four generation curse teach their children (the second generation) self-righteous arrogance and consequent hypocrisy.  Prov 30:12, “A generation who are pure in their own eyes, and yet they are not cleansed from their filth.”  During this second generation, there is the intensification of self-righteous arrogance.  This is sometimes found in so-called ‘Christian’ homes where there is tremendous legalism and blind arrogance. 


(12)  Blind arrogance hallucinates.  Through hallucination about their spiritual status the believer in blind arrogance fails to use the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9, and so compounds his or her problem.


(13)  Lk 5:11 is an illustration of blind arrogance.  In this form of arrogance we superimpose our standards on others from the basis of our self-righteous arrogance.  This is opposition to the recovery procedure just mentioned.  Christianity has a definite way of life and does not have to legislate taboos to others.  The elder brother is in blind arrogance.  The younger son, the prodigal son, is also the father’s son, and therefore, by interpretation, cannot be considered an unbeliever.  The older brother is full of blind arrogance.  We see this in verse 29, “I have never disobeyed your orders.”  This is human good being parlayed into evil by arrogance.  In verse 30 the older brother slanders the younger brother; he doesn’t know how the wealth was spent.


(14)  Prejudice is blind arrogance when it comes to understanding people.

2.  “understanding nothing,”

a.  The believer in blind arrogance understands nothing about the spiritual life, relationship with God, salvation, spirituality, the recovery procedure of the spiritual life, the problem solving devices of the spiritual life, or the execution of the spiritual life.

b.  The false teacher in blind arrogance and his followers are all in blind arrogance, and the result is that none of them understand anything spiritual.

c.  They are as carnally dead experientially as they were spiritually dead positionally as unbelievers.


d.  Understanding nothing describes the arrogance of ignorance, which is another facet of blind arrogance.  Arrogance makes a believer both blind to the truth and ignorant of the truth.  His blindness is a result of his rejection of the truth, and this rejection cannot help but also make him ignorant of the truth.


e.  The problem with false teachers is that what they say is false.  What they say is false because they are often ignorant of what is true.  They are ignorant of what is true, because they are so puffed up with pride, arrogance, and conceit that they think they know better than God what His standards and truth should be.  They do not understand, often because they do not want to understand, and even more often because they do understand, but disagree with God.  They continue to disagree with God until they forget what they once knew as the truth.  They have arrived at the point of truly understanding nothing.


f.  The sad thing is that so many believers follow them in their own blind arrogance, that the blind guide misleads the blind follower with the result that they both fall into the dung filled ditch of Satan’s cosmic thinking.

3.  “but continues to have morbid obsessions about controversial questions [controversial discussions and debates] and disputes about words,”

a.  Instead of having genuine humility and understanding the word of God these false teachers and their followers continue to be pre-occupied and obsessed with controversies, controversial questions, controversial discussions, debates, and argumentation.

b.  This is not a situation of some friends sitting around discussing the word of God and trying to understand and agree on what God is saying, but rather those who are contentious and looking for something to argue about and disagree with.

c.  They are obsessed with disagreeing with others.  They are obsessed with arguing and debating with others.


d.  They are not willing to listen to the accurate divine viewpoint of the word of God, but would rather split hairs about ‘who is my neighbor?’, so that they are not obligated to have unconditional love for their neighbor or anyone else.


e.  They are picky and particular in what they accept as true.  They only accept those things that agree with their pre-conceived notions and human speculations.  Everything that does not agree with their notions is argued against and debated to death.


f.  It is not possible to change their mind through logic, teaching, explanation, or reasonableness.  The false teacher and his followers would rather argue, debate, and cause divisions in the church than give up their false position.


g.  They love to dispute and argue over the meaning of words, phrases, and inconsequential content in the word of God that makes no difference to the greater subject or meaning at hand.  For example, believers will debate the issue of abortion beyond all reason, but never regard what the meaning of clear and simple prepositions are in the original languages.  Then, when all is said and done, they ignore the fact that the will of God is more important than anything else in the issue.

4.  “from which develop jealousy, contention, slanders, evil conjectures [degenerate speculations],”

a.  The result of debates, argumentation, and controversial discussions are mental attitude and verbal sins that destroy their spiritual life and the spiritual life of others.

b.  When people argue and debate with others, they often either don’t win the argument or get nowhere in trying to make the other side see their point of view.

c.  Failing to win the argument just makes people angry at the other side.  Sometimes they become jealous of the other person’s ability to outthink or outtalk them in spite of the fact the other side’s position is inherently wrong.  Or they become angry at the fact that the other person or people are too ignorant to understand their brilliant logic.

d.  The argumentation leads to conflict, contention, disagreement, in which the mental attitude sins of bitterness and antagonism are involved.  This develops into slander of others, maligning, and criticism.  If they cannot win the debate, they slander their opponent.  This is the standard practice in debating, in politics, and even among believers who are false teachers arguing their false position.


e.  When slander, maligning, and criticism become involved, and are combined with mental attitude sins of jealousy, envy, bitterness, and hatred, the result is evil or degenerate conjectures and speculations.


(1)  The false teacher can’t win the argument against the truth, so they make up things about the character of the person teaching true doctrine.



(2)  They attack the communicator of doctrine with evil conjecture and degenerate speculation.  For example, a communicator of doctrine teaches the principles in the word of God that homosexuality is a sin.  The false teacher cannot win the debate against this teaching, since it is clearly presented in the word of God.  Therefore, the false teacher turns to evil conjecture that the doctrinal pastor-teacher is simply a “homophobe.”  This is a name calling devise to divert attention from the real issue—what does the word of God say.  The evil conjecture is that there is really something wrong with the doctrinal pastor-teacher.  This evil speculation comes from the immoral degeneracy of the false teacher, who is attempting to justify their own sexually deviant belief system or behavior, and focus attention on the other party in the debate or argument.

f.  Obsession with controversial questions produces degenerate speculations that have nothing to do with what the word of God teaches.  The speculations may be in the area of moral or immoral degeneracy.  In either case the speculations are evil and come from the satanic doctrines of the cosmic system.
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