1 Timothy 5:5



- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” and setting up a contrast between those widows who have support from their family in the previous statement and those who do not in this statement.  With this we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and adjective CHĒROS with the adverb ONTWS (derived from the present active participle of the verb EIMI=to be) pertaining to being actually so, really, certainly, in truth.  It is used attributively, meaning the real widow (one without resources, in contrast to one who has resources, such as relatives, or is still of marriageable age, or, as some hold, has been married several times) 1 Tim 5:3, 5, 16.”

“But the real widow,”
- is the epexegetical or explicative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is” plus the nominative feminine singular perfect passive participle from the verb MONOW, which means in the passive “to be left alone,” that is, without a family.

The perfect tense is an extensive or consummative perfect, which emphasizes the completed action of a past process from which a present state emerges.


The passive voice indicates that this woman receives the action of losing all her family.


The participle is circumstantial.

“that is, having been left alone,”
- is the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb ELPIZW, which means “to have confidence.”

The perfect tense is a gnomic or intensive perfect, which presents the action as something that is envisioned on many occasions or for many individuals as a proverbial occurrence.

The active voice indicates that the real widow produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine, generally.

This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the accusative, which a “marker of feelings directed toward someone, meaning: in, on, for, toward, with the accusative after words that express belief, trust, hope: Rom 4:24l; Heb 6:1; 2 Thes 3:4; 2 Cor 2:3; 1 Pet 1:13; 1 Tim 5:5.”
  With the preposition we have the accusative of place from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “God.”

“has confidence in God”

 - is the explicative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and so” explaining the resulting behavior from her confidence in God.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PROSMENW, which means “remain, continue in, persist in” with the dative case following.

The present tense is a descriptive present for what continues to take place.


The active voice indicates that the real widow produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of direct object from the feminine plural articles and nouns DEĒSIS, meaning “prayers, petitions” and the noun PROSEUCHĒ, meaning “petitions, intercessions, prayers.”  With this we have the connective use of KAI, meaning “and.”  The Granville-Sharp rule applies here, indicating that the two nouns connected by KAI with two separate articles are referring to two different things.  Petitions on behalf of others and intercessions on behalf of others are separate kinds of prayers.  Finally we have the adverbial genitive of time from the feminine singular nouns NUX, meaning “night” and the noun HĒMERA, meaning “day” again connected by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”
“and so she persists in petitions and intercessions night and day.”

1 Tim 5:5 corrected translation
“But the real widow, that is, having been left alone, has confidence in God, and so she persists in petitions and intercessions night and day.”
Explanation:
1.  “But the real widow, that is, having been left alone,”

a.  Paul continues by setting up a contrast between the widow who has children and grandchildren that can take care of her and the real widow, who has truly been left alone.

b.  No believer is ever truly alone, because they have God the Holy Spirit indwelling them, filling them, and mentoring them.  No believer is ever truly alone, because they have God the Father indwelling them, executing His plan for them, and answering their prayers.  No believer is ever truly alone, because they have God the Son indwelling them, in union with them, and blessing them.


c.  However, believers are left alone as far as other family members are concerned, whether it is because they outlive everyone, or because all their family is suddenly taken in an accident.  Regardless of the circumstances, there are those who have no family left on earth to help and provide for them, and that is Paul’s definition of a real widow.


d.  The real widow has a very special family—the royal family of God.

e.  A real widow was given the privilege of honoring our Lord after His birth, Lk 2:36-38, “And there was a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.  She was advanced in years and had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then as a widow to the age of eighty-four.  She never left the temple, serving night and day with fastings and prayers.  At that very moment she came up and began giving thanks to God, and continued to speak of Him to all those who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.”

2.  “has confidence in God”

a.  The real widow is in a very special situation.  She has no family to distract her from total occupation with Christ.  1 Cor 7:32-35, “But I want you to be unworried.  The unmarried person is concerned about the things of the Lord, how he might be pleasing to the Lord.  However, the married man is concerned about the things of this world, how he might please his wife, and he is divided.  Both the unmarried woman and the single young woman are concerned about the things of the Lord, in order that she might be set apart both in her body and in her spirit.  But the married woman is concerned about the things of this world, how she might please her husband.  Now I am saying this for your own benefit, not in order that I might throw a noose on you but for the purpose of the noble and devoted service to the Lord without distraction.”

b.  She has time to think about God the Father’s plan, the Lord’s love for her, and the teaching of the Holy Spirit.  Therefore, she can devote herself more completely to the study of God’s word, her own prayer life, and the execution of the spiritual life.


c.  She has become totally dependent upon God for all things.  Therefore, she must develop a greater prayer life than most other Christians.


d.  Her situation of having no family makes her dependent upon God.  Because God is faithful He always provides for her.  The constant daily demonstration of His faithfulness produces a fantastic confidence in her soul.  She is forced to use the faith-rest drill, and is successful at doing so.


e.  The result is complete confidence in God in every aspect of life.  Her confidence in God is the application of both the word of God in her soul and her reciprocal love for God.  Her confidence in God is a result of being influenced by the Spirit and using God’s problem solving devices on a consistent basis.  Her confidence in God results in a prayer life that is unequalled by other believers.


f.  Confidence in God is one of the signs that a woman is a mature believer, 1 Pet 3:5, “For in this manner formerly also holy women who kept on having confidence in God kept on adorning themselves by subordinating themselves to their own husbands.”

3.  “and so she persists in petitions and intercessions night and day.”

a.  The result of the real widow’s confidence in God is her persistence in prayer.  The real widow persists in two kinds of prayers: petitions for others and intercessions for others.

b.  She is a real prayer warrior and highly effective at what she does.  She is effective in prayer, because of her tremendous confidence in God.  Confidence in God is what makes a believer effective in prayer.


c.  Prayer petitions for other believers is asking that God will do things and provide things for them.  Prayer intercessions for other believers is asking God to intercede in the life of another believer to help them, to protect them, to let His will be done on their behalf.


d.  Her persistence in prayer is described by the fact she is engaging in these persistent prayers “day and night,” which is an idiom meaning constantly, persistently, continually.

e.  Paul was a persistent prayer warrior, just as the real widow, 2 Tim 1:3, “I thank God, whom I serve with a clear conscience the way my forefathers did, as I constantly remember you in my prayers night and day.”


f.  Our Lord’s parable of the importance of persistence in prayer is given in Lk 18:1-8, “Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose heart, saying, ‘In a certain city there was a judge who did not fear God and did not respect man.  There was a widow in that city, and she kept coming to him, saying, “Give me legal protection from my opponent.”  For a while he was unwilling; but afterward he said to himself, “Even though I do not fear God nor respect man, yet because this widow bothers me, I will give her legal protection, otherwise by continually coming she will wear me out.”’  And the Lord said, ‘Hear what the unrighteous judge said; now, will not God bring about justice for His elect who cry to Him day and night, and will He delay long over them?  I tell you that He will bring about justice for them quickly.  However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?’”
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