1 Timothy 4:9



- is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective PISTOS, which means “being worthy of belief or trust, trustworthy, faithful, dependable, inspiring trust/faith, reliable.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “the Word” and refers to the word of God as a technical term for the New Testament Scriptures or Bible doctrine.  With the subject and predicate nominatives we have the ellipsis (deliberate omission) of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”

“Faithful [is] the Word”

- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the objective genitive from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all, total, complete” and the noun APODOXĒS, which means, “acceptance, approval 1 Tim 1:15; 4:9.”
  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective AXIOS, which means “worthy.”  “Certain adjectives (such as , “worthy [of]”) and adverbs normally take a genitive ‘object’.”  In many instances the adjective/adverb is an embedded transitive verb, thus taking an objective genitive (e.g., “he is deserving of X” means “he deserves X”).”

“and worthy of total acceptance;”

1 Tim 4:9 corrected translation
“Faithful [is] the Word and worthy of total acceptance;”
Explanation:
1.  “Faithful [is] the Word”

a.  This phrase had become a doctrinal “saying” by the time Paul wrote this.  It is stated four other times and only in the Pastoral Epistles: 1 Tim 1:15; 3:1; 2 Tim 2:11; Tit 3:8.  This saying is believed to be the title or first line of an original hymn sung by early Church believers.

b.  God is faithful; therefore everything God says must be faithful also.


c.  The word of God must be as faithful as God is.


d.  God is no better than the statements He makes, the promises He gives.


e.  God always keeps His word, fulfills His promises, and does what He says He will do.  This is a part of His infinite, perfect integrity.


f.  There is not one wrong, incorrect, or erroneous statement in the entire Bible (in the original languages) other than those made by creatures, which are faithfully and accurately reported by God.


g.  Jesus Christ is the living word of God.


h.  Jesus Christ is as faithful to us as the written word of God is faithful to us.


i.  The word of God is called the thinking of Christ in 1 Cor 2:16.


j.  The statements of the New Testament are the faithful and accurate representation of the thinking of our Lord Jesus Christ.


k.  It is significant that Paul wrote this five times, all at the end of his life, and always to those with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.



(1)  The word of God is the life of the pastor.  It is should be and must be more important to him than anyone or anything else in life.



(2)  The pastor must have absolute confidence in what the word of God says, and the fact that God always keeps His word.
2.  “and worthy of total acceptance;”

a.  The word of God is worthy of complete and total acceptance because it is inerrant.


b.  Every statement in the original languages of Scripture is a faithful representation of God’s complete and connected thought to mankind.


c.  The word of God is worthy of acceptance because it comes from the source of absolute perfection—God Himself.


d.  To not accept the word of God is to reject the person of God.  A person is no better than his word; and God is no better than His Word.


e.  The word of God is worthy of acceptance because the person of God is worthy of acceptance.


f.  The word of God is trustworthy because the person of God is trustworthy.  God does what He says He will do.  He does so faithfully and dependably.


g.  Therefore, we can have absolute confidence in the integrity and honor of God to keep His word.


h.  The unbeliever does not accept the word of God.  God says, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.”  The unbeliever says, “I don’t believe that.”  They don’t believe the word of God is worthy of all acceptance.


i.  Certain believers also do not accept the word of God.  The pastor says, “Thus says the word of God,” and certain believers say, “I don’t accept that.”


j.  Therefore, Paul was making an issue out of the teaching of Timothy as a pastor, because it was a direct reflection of what the believers in Ephesus thought about the person and integrity of God.


k.  If certain Ephesian believers could not accept Timothy, then they needed to realize they were also rejecting the word of God.


l.  When a believer rejects the teaching of the word of God, they are rejecting the Word of God—the Lord Jesus Christ.


m.  When a believer rejects the word of God, they are rejecting the person of God.


n.  When a believer rejects the person of God, they are rejecting the love of God.


o.  Believers who reject the love of God are slandering and maligning the love of God.


p.  The righteousness of God demands divine punishment and discipline against those who reject the love of God.


q.  But for the believer who accepts the word of God wholeheartedly, there is tremendous blessing in time and fantastic reward in eternity.

r.  Paul has just reminded Timothy that respect for God is beneficial with reference to all things, because it has a promise for the present and the future life.  Now he reinforces that thought with the guarantee that the word of God is faithful in making that promise.


s.  “Faithful is the Word and worthy of total acceptance” that “He is the guarantee of our inheritance for the release of our assets for the praise of His glory.”
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