1 Timothy 4:16



- is the second person singular present active imperative from the verb EPECHW, which means “to pay attention to, to keep on the lookout for, to be alert for, to be on one’s guard against’;
 and “to be mindful or especially observant, hold toward, aim at; used figuratively of mental processes ‘he fixed his attention on them’ Acts 3:5.”


The present tense is a progressive and customary present for what Paul reasonably expects to continue to occur for the rest of Timothy’s ministry.


The active voice indicates that Timothy is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the reflexive pronoun SEAUTOU, which means “to yourself” and refers to Timothy.  Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the dative of indirect object from the feminine singular article and noun DIDASKALIA, which means “to teaching.”  The article is used here as a demonstrative pronoun (translated “that”), because it points back to the previous use of the word DIDASKALIA in verse 13.
“Keep on paying close attention to yourself and to that teaching;”
- is the second person singular present active imperative from the verb EPIMENW, which means “to continue in an activity or state, continue, persist (in), persevere Rom 6:1, ‘persist in sin’; Col 1:23, ‘persist in doctrine’; Rom 11:23, ‘persist in unbelief’; they persisted in questioning him Jn 8:7.”


The present tense is a progressive and customary present for what Paul reasonably expects to continue to occur for the rest of Timothy’s ministry.


The active voice indicates that Timothy is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.
Then we have the locative of sphere from the third person plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a demonstrative pronoun to direct attention exclusively to a person or thing, placed in the predicate position and translated “in these very things” and referring to “exegesis, exhortation, teaching” (verse 13), “cultivating these things [exegesis, exhortation, and teaching]; being occupied with these things,” (verse 15).
“persist in these very things [exegesis, exhortation, teaching].”
- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and giving a further explanation for why Paul wants Timothy to pay careful attention to his own spiritual life and the proper function of his spiritual gift.  With this we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “this” and refers to Timothy doing what Paul asks.  Then we have the nominative second person masculine singular present active participle from the verb POIEW, which means “to do: doing.”

The present tense is a progressive present for an action that persists or continues in Timothy’s life.


The active voice indicates that Timothy would be the one producing the action.


The participle is an instrumental participle, indicating the means by which the action of the main verb (“you will deliver”) is carried out.  The word “by” is used in the translation to bring out the instrumental idea.
This is followed by the correlative use of the conjunction KAI with itself in the Attic Greek construction KAI…KAI, meaning “both…and.”  With these conjunctions we have the accusative direct object from the masculine second person singular reflexive pronoun SEAUTOU, meaning “yourself” and the accusative masculine plural present active articular participle from the verb AKOUW, meaning “to hear: listeners.”  The participle is a substantival participle, meaning “the hearers” or “the listeners.”  With this substantival participle we have the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “your” and referring to Timothy.  Finally, we have the second person singular future active indicative from the verb SWIZW, which means “to deliver.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that Timothy will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“For by doing this you will deliver both yourself and your listeners.”

1 Tim 4:16 corrected translation
“Keep on paying close attention to yourself and to that teaching; persist in these very things.  For by doing this you will deliver both yourself and your listeners.”
Explanation:
1.  “Keep on paying close attention to yourself and to that teaching;”


a.  Paul gives a final command (which also doubles as a disguised warning).

b.  Timothy is to keep on paying attention to his own spiritual life.


c.  He is to keep on being on the lookout for false doctrine and false teachers.


d.  He is to be alert to the strategies and schemes of Satan and his agents.


e.  He is to guard against his own negative volition.


f.  He is to be especially observant of his own right motivation from personal love for God.


g.  He is to fix his attention on his own correct execution of the spiritual life and to the importance of teaching doctrine.


h.  What Paul demands is not preoccupation with self in the form of arrogance, but a periodic self-examination and self-evaluation of one’s execution of the will, plan, and purpose of God for their life.


i.  This verb means to pay attention to the details of your life and compare them with the details of the doctrinal standards of the word of God.  You compare them to see if your execution lines up with the expectations of God’s word.


j.  In order to execute what Paul demands here, Timothy must pay close and careful attention to what God’s Word says, so that he will know exactly what God’s will is.


k.  Then Timothy must have a complete and total objective and honest examination of his own motives and actions.


l.  By comparing the two, Timothy can make the changes necessary to do what God wants and continue his own spiritual advance, while also continuing to teach the will of God exactly as it is contained in the word of God.


m.  Therefore, only by paying attention to his own spiritual life and to what the word of God says can any believer evaluate his own life and execute the will of God according to the standards of the word of God.

2.  “persist in these very things [exegesis, exhortation, teaching].”

a.  Paul repeats his command again, demanding that Timothy persist in the things he mentioned in verse 13: exegesis of the Scripture, exhortation of his congregation, and continuing to teach doctrine as a pastor.

b.  Paul does not expect Timothy to start doing these things and then stop when people get tired of listening.  Paul expects Timothy to persist in these things regardless of the spiritual prosperity of positive volition from the congregation or the spiritual disaster of negative volition from the congregation.


c.  Notice Paul’s build up of commands:


(1)  “Pay close attention to exegesis, exhortation, teaching.”


(2)  “Stop neglecting the spiritual gift in you.”


(3)  “Keep on cultivating these things [exegesis, exhortation, and teaching].”



(4)  “Keep on being occupied with these things.”


(5)  “Keep on paying close attention to yourself and to that doctrine.”



(6)  “Persist in these very things.”


d.  The pastor is to cultivate correct study, interpretation, and teaching of Bible doctrine.


e.  The pastor is to be occupied with the study, interpretation, and teaching of doctrine.


f.  The pastor is to pay close attention to his own spiritual life and the study, interpretation, and teaching of doctrine.


g.  The pastor is to persist in cultivating, being occupied with, and paying attention to his own spiritual life and the study and teaching of the word of God.


h.  Paul has made it crystal clear exactly what is expected of Timothy and by extension all pastor teachers.


i.  The application for all other believers is that must pay attention to their own spiritual life, their personal love for God, their right motivation, their doctrinal standards, and their attitude toward the word of God.


j.  The hearers of the teaching of the word of God do not have to exegete the Word, but they must pay attention to why it says what it says.  They must take the warning, encouragement, and demands of exhortation to heart.  They must be willing to be taught and be willing to continue to learn as if their life depended upon it, because it (their spiritual life) does.

3.  “For by doing this you will deliver both yourself and your listeners.”

a.  Then Paul gives a final explanation.  By doing all the things Paul has ordered Timothy to do in the last several verses, Timothy will deliver himself from failure to execute God’s plan for his life.

b.  Timothy will also deliver those with positive volition in his congregation from the doctrine of demons and false teaching mentioned at the beginning of this chapter.


c.  Timothy’s spiritual life and the spiritual life of those with positive volition in his congregation are dependent upon him “getting his act together” and doing what God expects.


d.  Timothy is the one with the spiritual gift, who is able to correctly exegete, interpret, and explain the will, plan, and purpose of God for the spiritual life of the believer.  He must do what God has given him the gift to do, so that others will benefit by the gift given by God.  For the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher is given to certain men for the benefit of the congregation, not for the benefit of the man with the spiritual gift.


e.  Timothy has a tremendous responsibility, not only to himself, but even more so to those who are dependent upon him to teach them what the word of God says and means.


f.  Paul is telling Timothy in effect, “Don’t let yourself down, and by all means don’t let your congregation down.”


g.  There is nothing Timothy can do for those who refuse to listen.  He can only deliver those who are willing to listen.


h.  There is nothing Timothy can do for those who listen, but do not hear.  They are distracted by the cares of the world and there is nothing Timothy can do to deliver them from their own distractions.


i.  The pastor can only deliver those with positive volition from the false doctrine and false teaching of the messengers of Satan, and the messengers of Satan are everywhere.  And this verse is a promise and guarantee that the pastor will deliver his congregation by persistence in studying and teaching the word of God as God has given him ability to do.
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