1 Timothy 4:1



- is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, used to introduce a shift or change in thought.  It is translated “Now, And, or Moreover.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, which means “the Spirit” and refers to God the Holy Spirit.  Then we have the adverb of manner HRĒTWS, which “pertains to what is stated or has been stated as being precisely so: expressly, explicitly.”
  With this we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say, speak, communicate, report, tell, etc.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a simple expression of undefined action in the present without any reference to its progress.  This could also be regarded as a durative present for something that began in the past and continues in the present.

The active voice indicates that God the Holy Spirit produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“Now the Spirit explicitly says”
- is the conjunction HOTI, which is used after verbs of speaking to indicate the content of what is said.  It is translated “that.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the masculine plural comparative adjective HUSTEROS, meaning “latter” (not the superlative, which would mean ‘last’ and include the millennial reign of Christ, in which we have no indication in Scripture of widespread negative volition to the word of God).  With this we have the masculine plural noun KAIROS, which means “times” as a period of time or human history.  In this case the plural refers to two periods of human history: the end of the Church Age and the Tribulation.  This is followed by the third person plural future middle indicative from the verb APHISTĒMI, which in its intransitive use means “to distance oneself from some person or thing: go away, withdraw Lk 1:38; 2:37; 8:13; 13:27; Acts 12:10; 15:38; 19:9; to desert someone; fall away Heb 3:12; abstain 2 Tim 2:19.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which lays emphasis on the person performing the action as being personally responsible for doing this.  They are intimately involved in producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “some, certain ones” and referring to certain degenerate and reversionistic believers.  This is followed by the ablative of separation from the feminine singular article and passive use of the noun PISTIS, meaning “from what is believed” or “from doctrine.”
“that in latter periods of time some will depart from doctrine,”
- is the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb PROSECHW, which means “to pay close attention to something, pay attention to, give heed to, or follow with the dative of person Acts 8:10f; 1 Tim 4:1; and with the dative of thing 1 Tim 1:4; Tit 1:14; Heb 2:1; 2 Pet 1:19.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what will continue to happen in the future with certain believers.


The active voice indicates that certain apostate believers will produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the neuter plural noun PNEUMA, meaning “spirits” and referring to evil spirits or demons.  With this we have the neuter plural adjective PLANOS, which means “deceitful.”
“paying attention to deceitful spirits”

 - is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the dative of indirect object from the feminine plural noun DIDASKALIA, meaning “to the teachings, instructions Col 2:22; Eph 4:14; Tit 1:9; 2:1, 7, 10 1 Tim 1:10; 4:6; 5:17; 6:1; 2 Tim 3:10; 4:3.”
  Finally, we have the subjective genitive from the neuter plural noun DAIMONION, which means “a hostile transcendent being with status between humans and deities: spirit, power, hostile divinity, evil spirit, the negative component may be either specific or contextual, and with the sense commonly associated with the loanword ‘demons’.”

“and teachings of demons,”

1 Tim 4:1 corrected translation
“Now the Spirit explicitly says that in latter periods of time some will depart from doctrine, paying attention to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons,”
Explanation:
1.  “Now the Spirit explicitly says”

a.  Paul now transitions to a new subject—the negative volition that the Church can expect in the future.

b.  This subject has been taught to Paul personally by God the Holy Spirit.


c.  The fact that the trends of the Church Age and future history would be taught by the Hoy Spirit was prophesied by our Lord in Jn 16:13, “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.”

d.  The fact that the Holy Spirit taught Paul directly is mentioned in Acts 20:23, “except that the Holy Spirit solemnly testifies to me in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions await me.

e.  The fact that the Spirit also taught other men with the spiritual gift of prophesy in the Church Age is mentioned in Acts 21:11, “And coming to us, he took Paul's belt and bound his own feet and hands, and said, ‘This is what the Holy Spirit says: “In this way the Jews at Jerusalem will bind the man who owns this belt and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.”’”

f.  The fact that the Holy Spirit taught Church Age communicators of doctrine was taught by Paul in 1 Cor 2:10-11, “For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.  For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him?  Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God.”

g.  So here Paul gives us Church Age doctrine taught to him and others directly by the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  This ministry of teaching communicators of doctrine directly is no longer necessary now that we have a completed canon of Scripture.  Instead, the Holy Spirit makes what has already been taught perfectly clear to the communicator of God’s word.
2.  “that in latter periods of time [Church Age and Tribulation] some [believers] will depart from doctrine,”

a.  The content of this doctrine is that during the Church Age and Tribulation some believers will turn away from or withdraw from and reject the teaching of the word of God.  Not all believers will do this, but certain ones will.  Their departure is the function of reversionism and Christian degeneracy.  It is apostasy and the rejection of the truth.


b.  Paul also mentions this again in 2 Tim 3:1, “But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.”


(1)  The result of rejection of God’s word is “difficult times.”



(2)  Difficult times involve the fifth cycle of discipline for the client nation during the Church Age and judgment on negative volition world wide during the Tribulation.



(3)  Difficult times will occur for both individuals and groups of individuals.



(4)  Negative volition to doctrine can affect individuals as well as entire churches, communities, cities, states, and nations.


c.  There are three dispensations that can be included in the last times: the Church Age, the Tribulation, and the millennial reign of Christ.



(1)  At the end of the millennial reign of Christ unbelievers will revolt against the rule of Christ, which is inspired by the release of Satan from prison.  But there is no indication in Scripture that any believers are involved in this revolt.



(2)  However, our passage says that in at least two periods of human history this will occur.  That leaves the Church Age and Tribulation as ‘the latter periods of time’ mentioned here.



(3)  Unbelievers who reject doctrine are described during the Tribulation in Rev 9:20, “And the rest of mankind [demon possessed unbelievers] who were not killed by these plagues, did not even change their minds about the works of their hands [manufacture of idols, modus operandi of phallic cult, human sacrifice], so that they did not stop worshipping demons, even the idols of gold and silver and bronze and stone and wood, which [idols] are not able to see or to hear or to walk; furthermore, they did not change their minds about their murders, nor about their sorceries [occult activity, drug addiction], nor about their fornication [phallic cult], nor about their thefts [demon inspired criminality].”

d.  The difficult times during the Church Age and Tribulation are also mentioned by other writers of Scripture.



(1)  Heb 3:12, “Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.”


(2)  2 Pet 3:3-4, “understanding (perceiving, realizing) this most importantly that mockers will come in the last days with ridicule, conducting themselves [living, following] on the basis of their own lusts and will say, `Where is the promise of His coming [second Advent]?  For since the fathers [Old Testament spiritual giants] all things remain in the same manner from the beginning of the creation.’”


(3)  Jude 1:17-18, “But you, beloved, remember the teachings which have been previously mentioned by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ that they kept on saying to you, ‘In the last time there will be mockers, living on the basis of their own desires of godlessness.’”



(4)  The Tribulation is characterized as a period of great rejection of Bible doctrine, 2 Thes 2:3-12, “Do not let anyone deceive you in any way, because unless the rebellion has come first and the man of lawlessness, the son of destruction has been revealed, the enemy and self-exalted one over every so-called god or object of worship, so that he sits in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.  Do you not know that while I was still with you I kept on telling these things to you?  However, now you know the One who restrains [God the Holy Spirit] in order that he [the man of sin, the Antichrist] might be revealed in his own time.  For this mystery of lawlessness is already at work.  [But it is] only [a mystery] until the One who now restrains is removed from the midst, and then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of His mouth and destroy by the appearance of His coming, whose coming is on the basis of the activity of Satan by means of all power and miraculous signs and lying wonders and with every deception from unrighteousness to those who are perishing, because they did not receive the love for the truth so that they might be saved.  And so for this reason God sends to them the operation of deception so that they believe the lie, in order that all those who do not believe the truth but take pleasure in unrighteousness might be judged.”
3.  “paying attention to deceitful spirits”

a.  When anyone rejects the truth, Satan steps in with deceit, lies, error, and false doctrine.  This began in the Garden of Eden and he will continue to do it in every period of human history until the end of the millennial reign of Christ.

b.  Both believers and unbelievers are susceptible to deceit from Satan and his demon forces.  Satan will say or do anything to get us to reject Bible doctrine.


c.  Believers by the millions are paying attention to the deception of Satan today, called the charismatic movement.  Satan deceives mainly through religion.  It is his greatest and most effective weapon.  It is the weapon that will succeed in Him almost ruling the world during the Tribulation.


d.  In order for Satan to succeed with religion, he must interject false doctrine into the truth, that is, the mixing of truth with the lie.  Gradually people believe the lie over the truth until the truth has been set aside completely.  This is how Bible doctrine has gradually been set aside as unimportant in modern day Christianity, and emotional experience has taken over as ‘the reality’ of the spiritual life.


e.  Deceitful spirits use emotion to make Christians think they are under the influence of the Spirit.  Instead they are under the influence of the ‘spirit’ (a demon).  And Christians believe the deception of ‘spirit’ that they are being controlled by the Spirit.  Therefore they pay attention to what ‘the spirit says’ rather than what “the Spirit says.”


f.  Now that Satan has their attention, he can teach them what he really wants them to believe.  And having rejected the absolute truth of the word of God (for they have rejected the teaching of Bible doctrine in the local church), they now accept whatever doctrine the demons want them to believe.

4.  “and teachings of demons,”

a.  Now that Satan has the attention of the believer who has rejected doctrine, he teaches them the doctrines of demons.

b.  The fact that false doctrine exists is also mentioned by James in Jam 3:15, “This wisdom is not that which comes down from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic.”

c.  The doctrine or teachings of demons is also called the cup of demons in 1 Cor 10:21 “You are not able to drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons.  You are not able to participate in the table of the Lord and the table of demons.”

d.  The teachings of demons include a few of the following concepts:


(1)  God doesn’t really exist.



(2)  Jesus Christ was not the God man, but only a man.



(3)  Jesus Christ never rose from the dead.



(4)  Jesus Christ is not the only source of salvation.



(5)  You have to add something to faith in Christ to be saved, such as living a “holy” life.



(6)  We are all going to heaven anyway, so do whatever you want.



(7)  You might as well have all the fun you can here, but there are no pleasures in heaven like the pleasures on earth.



(8)  We need a world order, a world government, a world system to prevent wars.


(9)  War is always evil no matter who is right or wrong.



(10)  Some people are bad because of their environment.



(11)  There is nothing wrong with taking from the rich and giving to the poor.



(12)  There are no rules made by God; the rules are whatever you make them.



(13)  You have to feel spiritual to be spiritual.



(14)  Anti-Semitism is right.


(15)  Idolatry in every form is to tolerated.


(16)  God needs our help.  Therefore, we must do great things for God.


(17)  Religion, liberalism, crusader arrogance, Christian activism, and all that is against divine establishment principles: volition, marriage, family, nationalism; the sacredness of life, liberty, and property.


(18)  Magic, divination, sorcery, witchcraft, and the occult are real sources of knowledge and contact with ‘the other world.’



(19)  Healing, miracles, prophecy, tongues and other spiritual gifts are permanent.



(20)  There is no absolute truth.  Truth is whatever you believe to be true.
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