1 Timothy 3:11



- is the exact same structure we had in verse 8 with the exception of the change of the word DIAKONOS=deacon for the word GUNĒ.  This verse is still governed by the main verb DEI and the infinitive ECHW in the previous verse, “it is necessary to have.”  With this we have the double accusative of primary and secondary objects.  The primary object is the accusative masculine singular from the noun GUNĒ, meaning “women” and referring to the wife of the deacon.  The secondary object is the predicate accusative from the masculine plural adjective SEMNOS, which means “worthy of respect/honor, noble, dignified, serious.”
  With this we have the adverb of manner from HWSAUTWS, which means “similarity that approximates identity, (in) the same (way), similarly, likewise 1 Tim 2:9; 3:8, 11; 5:25; Tit 2:3, 6; Rom 8:26; 1 Cor 11:25.”

“In the same manner, [it is necessary to have] wives worthy of respect,”
- is the negative MĒ plus the accusative direct object from the feminine plural adjective DIABOLOS, which means “slanderous or malicious accusation.  In the New Testament it is used as a proper name, except in 1 Tim 3:11; 2 Tim 3:3; Tit 2:3, where it is used as an adjective, and in its ordinary sense of malicious accuser.”
 And, “one who engages in slander.”

“not malicious slanderers,”
- is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural adjective NĒPHALIOS, which pertains “to being very moderate in the drinking of an alcoholic beverage, temperate, sober 1 Tim 3:2 (The term is in a series chiefly composed of negatives that contrast with the positive virtues in verse 2), 11; being restrained in conduct, self-controlled, level-headed 1 Tim 3:2, 11; Tit 2:2.”

“self-controlled in drinking,”

 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural adjective PISTOS, which means “faithful, dependable, or reliable.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter plural adjective PAS, used as a substantive and meaning “in all things.”
“faithful in all things.”

1 Tim 3:11 corrected translation
“In the same manner, [it is necessary to have] wives worthy of respect, not malicious slanderers, self-controlled in drinking, faithful in all things.”
Explanation:
1.  “In the same manner, [it is necessary to have] wives worthy of respect,”

a.  The structure of this sentence is exactly the same as verse 8, “In the same manner, [it is necessary to have] deacons worthy of respect, not double-talkers, not addicted to much wine, not greedy for dishonest profit,”

b.  Verse eight deals with the deacon and this verse deals with the deacon’s wife.


c.  Just as it is necessary for the pastor-candidate to be honorable and worthy of respect in his execution of the spiritual life, so also the deacon and the deacon’s wife.


d.  We might ask ourselves, “Why is the wife of the deacon so important?  Why didn’t Paul mention the wife of the pastor as well?”



(1)  Paul didn’t deal with the wife of the pastor for several reasons.




(a)  He was not married, and apparently Timothy was not married.  Therefore, this was not an issue in a personal letter to Timothy.




(b)  But by not mentioning the wife, the Scripture indicates the place of the wife in the pastor’s ministry.  It is the invisible impact of a mature woman, who does not need to make herself obvious or visible.  She is not the power behind the throne; she is the silent support of the throne.



(c)  The wife of the pastor is not the issue in his ministry for the Lord.  The pastor’s service for the Lord is between him and the Lord, and his wife is the ‘best supporting actress.’




(d)  There is no question that she can have a significant impact among the women in the church, but her impact is the quiet competence and effectiveness of a mature believer.



(2)  The deacon’s wife is important because she is highly visible to other women in the local church.




(a)  The deacon’s wife will be looked up to and respected by the younger women in the local church.



(b)  The deacons’ wives will be the one’s other women go to when they want help.




(c)  The deacon’s wife is a direct reflection of his leadership ability.



(d)  Her ability to learn and apply doctrine should be a model for other women in the local church regarding the importance, priority, and value of the word of God.


e.  The adjective SEMNOS means: worthy of respect/honor, noble, dignified, serious.


(1)  The deacon’s wife must live her spiritual life in such a manner that others deem her worthy of respect and honor her for personal love for God and unconditional love for others.



(2)  The deacon’s wife must have the nobility of the higher norms and standards of divine viewpoint circulating in her soul.



(3)  The deacon’s wife must have the royal family honor code firmly in her frame of reference, memory center, and ready to apply from her soul.



(4)  She must be dignified in her dress, her speech, her demeanor, and her behavior.



(a)  Being dignified does not mean being arrogant.  It means being noble, stately, distinguished, and grand in what she does.  When a woman is dignified, everyone knows it and no one questions it.  When a woman is not dignified, everyone knows it and no one says anything about it.



(b)  Being dignified in the spiritual life means having a personal sense of destiny and acting like it really means something to you.  Being dignified in the spiritual life means having respect for self, being well-organized in your soul, body, and dress.  It means having that inner beauty of the soul, which sets a woman apart from other women as truly special and desirable to be with.


(5)  Being serious does not mean that the woman is constantly without a sense of humor.  That would make her very boring and eventually obnoxious.   Being serious means that the woman has a grand and glorious sense of humor mixed with the ability to think and discuss various matters without being just a ‘fluffy-headed female’, bouncing through life without ever having an important thought.



(a)  The serious woman is a woman who can think, carry on a normal conversation, understand what is really going on in life, and has educated opinions based upon truth rather than emotions.




(b)  The serious woman enjoys good conversation with both men and women and can easily discuss any topic of conversation without having her emotions take over her soul.




(c)  The serious woman knows how to mix humor with the normal conversations of life to make conversation more entertaining and enjoyable.




(d)  The serious woman knows the right time to have fun, the right time to be serious, and the right time to do both.




(e)  The serious woman is most serious about her relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.  That is her most important value in life, which makes other believers honor and respect her for who and what she is. 
2.  “not malicious slanderers,”

a.  Paul continues with the same series of positive and negative characteristics for her character as he had for her husband.  The comparison of these characteristics shows the compatibility of souls that should exist between this husband and wife team in the local church.  The best New Testament example of a great deacon and his wife is Aquila and Priscilla, who helped Paul and Apollos in Corinth, Ephesus, and Rome.

b.  The first and most important characteristic of the honorable wife of the deacon is her ability to control her own tongue.  The sins of the tongue will destroy the spiritual life of a believer quickly and easily.  The deacon’s wife must have control of her own tongue.  If the woman can control what she says, then she can usually control everything else with regard to the lust pattern of her sin nature.  For a woman the tongue is one of the most difficult things to control.

c.  The most evil thing a woman can do is to deliberately deceive another person by what she says.  This comes in the form of malicious slander, which means she deliberately wants to destroy someone else by telling others what is wrong with them.  Slander can be true or untrue.  Regardless of whether or not it is true, if we tell someone else something bad about someone in order to make them look bad or in order to destroy them, then we have committed the sin of slander.



(1)  Just because what we say is true does not excuse the sin.  The fact we are saying something to do damage to the life of another person is the sin, not whether or not what we say is true or not.



(2)  Slander is even worse when we lie about another person in order to destroy them.



(3)  Malicious slander is the deliberate verbal attempt to destroy a person’s life by what we say about them.  We really want to hurt them and will say anything to harm and destroy them, whether it is true or not.

g.  The wife of the deacon must not have this kind of motivation in life; for it is an obvious manifestation of lack of reciprocal love for the Lord Jesus, of lack of grace orientation and doctrinal orientation, of lack of a personal sense of destiny and unconditional love.

3.  “self-controlled in drinking,”

a.  The third characteristic is the same characteristic as her husband; she cannot be out of control in her drinking of alcohol.  Drinking is acceptable as long as it is done in moderation.

b.  The problem with drinking too much is a person begins saying things they shouldn’t say.  We call it ‘running off at the mouth’.  They write checks with their words they cannot pay later, or say things they regret later.


c.  Self-control in drinking goes hand-in-hand with the self-control of the tongue.  Self-control in drinking and the tongue also manifests an overall self-control in life.


d.  The wife of the deacon cannot be mentally, emotionally, or physically out of control.  This is a part of her dignity, honor, self-respect, and spiritual self-confidence.

4.  “faithful in all things.”

a.  The fourth characteristic of the deacon’s wife is her faithfulness in all things.

b.  This includes faithfulness to:t he word of God; her husband; her children; her loved ones and friends; those in her local church; and those in her country.


c.  This includes faithfulness to God in the big things of the spiritual life, such as personal love for the Lord Jesus Christ, as well as faithfulness in the little things in life, such as not maligning or criticizing her husband behind his back.


d.  Most importantly this means she is faithful in learning and applying the word of God, which will cause all the other faithfulnesses to fall in place.

e.  If a Christian woman cannot be faithful to God in the execution of the spiritual life, she will not be faithful to her husband or children in life.  If a Christian woman cannot be faithful in the application of doctrine in her spiritual life, then she will not be self-controlled in her social or private behavior, and will never be able to control her tongue.


f.  The Christian woman (deacon’s wife) who cannot be faithful will never be honored or respected by others as a mature believer in the spiritual life.


g.  Are these tough standards?  Yes, they are.  Why?  God only expects the best from us and will settle for nothing less than the best from us.


h.  The standard is high for the deacon’s wife because she is a highly visible female member of the local church, whether she likes it or not.  She may not have asked for this visibility, but God does not give us more than we can handle.
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