1 Timothy 3:1



- is the same statement we had in 1 Tim 1:15.  It is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective PISTOS, which means “being worthy of belief or trust, trustworthy, faithful, dependable, inspiring trust/faith, or reliable.”
  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “the Word,” referring to the word of God as a technical term for the New Testament Scriptures.  With the subject and predicate nominatives we have the ellipsis (deliberate omission) of the verb EIMI, meaning “[is].”  The article here is called “a kataphoric (‘following reference’) use of the article.  A rare use of the article is to point to something in the text that immediately follows.  (It derives its name from the Greek verb “to bring down.”)  The first mention, with the article, is anticipatory, followed by a phrase or statement that defines or qualifies the thing mentioned.  We had this same use in 1 Tim 1:15, ‘faithful is the saying…that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.’  Compare also 1 Tim 3:1; 4:9; 2 Tim 2:11; Titus 3:8 for other ‘faithful sayings.’”

“Faithful [is] the Word.”
- is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true” or “if and they do.”  “EI + the indicative does not always refer to something particular, i.e., to a particular person or situation.  In the NT, there are more than sixty general first class conditions (out of the 300+).  In other words, about 20% of the first class conditions are general rather than particular.  These especially are seen when the indefinite pronoun TIS is used in the protasis.  For example, in 1 Cor 8:2 we read: “If anyone thinks that he knows anything, he has not yet come to know exactly as he ought to know.” Cf. also Rom 8:9; 1 Cor 3:12, 15, 17; 7:13; 14:37; 16:22; 2 Cor 5:17; 11:20; Gal 1:9; 6:3; Phil 2:1; 3:4; 2 Thes 3:10, 14; 1 Tim 3:1; 6:3.”
  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone, someone.”  When EI is “used with the indefinite pronoun, it means: everyone who or whoever; everything that or whatever Mt 16:24; 18:28; Mk 4:23; 9:35; Lk 9:23; 14:26; 1 Tim 3:1, 5; 5:4, 8, 16.”
  Then we have the genitive direct object from the feminine singular noun EPISKOPĒ, which means “an overseer, a supervisor, or caretaker, used of engagement in oversight, supervision, of leaders of Christian communities.”
 This word has been translated as “bishop” and “guardian” in the various translations into English.  Its basic meaning is someone who “accepts responsibility for the care of someone else.”  (See the meaning of the verb in BDAG.)  Then we have the third person singular present middle indicative from the verb OREGW, which means “literally to ‘stretch oneself, reach out one’s hand’ and is only used figuratively, meaning: to seek to accomplish a specific goal, aspire to, strive for, desire; ‘aspire to the office of supervision/oversight,’ 1 Tim 3:1.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.  This could also be regarded as an iterative present for what occurs at successive intervals.  This can also be regarded as a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The middle voice is a dynamic or indirect or intensive middle in which stress and emphasis is placed on the subject as the one intimating involved in producing the action in their own interest.  The subject is personally responsible for the action.

The indicative mood is declarative indicative, which declares what is true under these conditions.
“Whoever aspires to the office of guardian,”
- is the genitive direct object from the neuter singular adjective KALOS, meaning “good, noble, honorable” and the noun ERGON, meaning “work, task, occupation” but used here in a technical, idiomatic sense for a position of authority or “office.”  “A number of verbs characteristically take a genitive direct object. These verbs commonly correspond in meaning to some other function of the genitive, e.g., separation, partitive, source, etc.  The predominant uses can be grouped into four types of verbs: sensation, emotion/volition, sharing, or ruling.  If all the verb groups are included, they can fit into nine categories. Blass, DeBruner and Funk’s Greek Grammar of the NT break these verbs down into ten categories: 1) Verbs of sharing or partaking and verbs with a partitive genitive idea; 2) Verbs meaning “to touch, take hold of”; 3) Verbs meaning “to strive after, desire” and “to reach, obtain”; 4) Verbs meaning “to fill, be full of” [which I have listed elsewhere]; 5) Verbs of perception; 6) Verbs meaning smell; 7) Verbs meaning “to remember, forget”; 8) Verbs of emotion; 9) Verbs meaning “to rule, govern, surpass”; 10) Verbs of accusing. “
  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EPITHUMEW, which means “to have a strong desire to do or secure something, desire, long for with the genitive of the thing desired.”


The present tense is gnomic present for a state or condition that is always true.


The active voice indicates that the man who aspires to the office of guardian of the local church produces the action of desiring something honorable, and intrinsically good.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“he has desired an honorable office.”
1 Tim 3:1 corrected translation
“Faithful [is] the Word.  Whoever aspires to the office of guardian, he has desired an honorable office.”
Explanation:
1.  “Faithful [is] the Word.”

a.  This phrase had become a doctrinal “saying” by the time Paul wrote this.  It is stated four other times and only in the Pastoral Epistles: 1 Tim 1:15; 4:9; 2 Tim 2:11; Tit 3:8.  This saying is believed to be the title or first line of an original hymn sung by early Church believers.

b.  God is faithful; therefore everything God says must also be faithful.


c.  The word of God must be as faithful as God is.


d.  God is no better than the statements He makes, the promises He gives.


e.  God always keeps His word, fulfills His promises, and does what He says He will do.  This is a part of His infinite, perfect integrity.


f.  There is not one wrong, incorrect, or erroneous statement in the entire Bible (in the original languages) other than those made by creatures, which are faithfully and accurately reported by God.


g.  Jesus Christ is the living Word of God.


h.  Jesus Christ is faithful to us, just as the written word of God is faithful to us.


i.  The word of God is called the thinking of Christ in 1 Cor 2:16.


j.  The statements of the New Testament are the faithful and accurate representation of the thinking of our Lord Jesus Christ.


k.  It is significant that Paul wrote this five times, all at the end of his life, and always to those with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.



(1)  The word of God is the life of the pastor.  It is should be and must be more important to him than anyone or anything else in life.



(2)  The pastor must have absolute confidence in what the word of God says, and the fact that God always keeps His word.
2.  “Whoever aspires to the office of guardian,”

a.  This sounds like anyone in the congregation can aspire to the office of pastor-teacher of a local church, but such is not the case.

b.  No female believer can aspire to the office of pastor-teacher.

c.  No male believer without the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher can aspire to the office of guardian or pastor-teacher of a local church.


d.  The subject “whoever” refers to only those men who have the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.


e.  Not all men with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher aspire to actually work as one.



(1)  Some are too lazy and do not want to study.



(2)  Some are too afraid of the men in the congregation and are bullied out of it.



(3)  Some are too afraid of the women in the church and are bullied out of it.



(4)  Some do not want the tremendous responsibility of being the guardian of the souls of other believers.


f.  The office of guardian is the same as the office of pastor-teacher of the local church.  It is just a different name for the same function.  In Acts 20:28, Paul told pastors:  “Be on guard for yourselves and for the flock, among whom the Holy Spirit has made you guardian [EPISKOPOS] to shepherd [POIMAINW] the church of God which He purchased with his own blood.”


(1)  The word “guardian” emphasizes the responsibility of the pastor of a local church to accurately teach the word of God, so that believers are not led astray by false doctrine.  This function is emphasized by Paul at the end of this letter, 1 Tim 6:20, “O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called ‘knowledge’.”


(2)  The guardian has the same function as the pastor—guarding the sheep.



(3)  The guardian and pastor both lead the sheep to the water of the Word.



(4)  The guardian of the church is responsible for guarding the congregation from false teachers.  He does this in two ways.




(a)  He teaches correct Bible doctrine, so that others in the congregation can detect error.




(b)  He removes false teachers from the congregation, when they are detected.


g.  EPISKOPOS means guardian of the flock, overseer, supervisor, superintendent, and policy maker.  It should never be translated “bishop” as in the King James Version.  That term is stupid and gives rise to an ecclesiastical system never authorized by the Word of God.  It is found in Phil 1:1; 1 Tim 3:1‑2; Tit 1:7; 1 Pet 2:25, 5:2.



(1)  Through faithful communication of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age, the pastor becomes the guardian of the congregation in the sense that he is the chief policy maker for the local church.  His policy making is based upon his teaching of the word of God.



(2)  EPISKOPOS means patron, protector.  In fifth century B.C. Athens, it meant a state official.  It means rulership, authority, and establishing authority through truth.



(3)  Therefore, a pastor’s function is to establish a policy based on grace.  Exceptions to this grace policy involve any person(s) in the congregation who destroy the privacy of others through gossip, maligning, judging, or somehow intruding socially upon others.  In these cases, the pastor must function as a guardian to protect their privacy in relationship to the local church.



(4)  The guardian also must delegate authority to the board of deacons, who share and assist in this responsibility. 

3.  “he has desired an honorable office.”

a.  Apparently opponents of Christianity, both inside and outside the local church, were ridiculing the office and function of the pastor-teacher.  They were claiming that the office of pastor-teacher was used as a money making scam for power hungry, indolent and lethargic men.

b.  Paul has already cited the examples of Hymenaeus and Alexander, who were dishonorable in the office of guardian.

c.  The fact that some pastors are in it for the money is mentioned by Paul in 1 Tim 6:9, “But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.”

d.  But the man with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, the guardian of the flock of God, who constantly desires to learn and teach the word of God because of his love for the Lord, has desired an honorable office.



(1)  The office is inherently honorable because it is the creation of the Lord Jesus Christ.



(2)  God created the spiritual gift and office of pastor-teacher.  God does not and cannot create dishonorable things.


(3)  The office is inherently honorable because it can only be held by those to whom God has given the necessary spiritual gift to function in that office.



(4)  The function of the man with the spiritual gift in the office of guardian of the local church may or may not be honorable.  But regardless of that man’s function, the office itself is still honorable because it has been instituted by God.


e.  Some pastor/guardian/elders perform their office and duties honorably and others do not.  Those that do are deserving of double honor.  1 Tim 5:17, “The elders who rule well are to be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard at preaching and teaching.”

f.  Those that do not rule well are still deserving of honor and respect.  Why?  Because you respect the office, which is worthy of honor, not the man, just as in the military you honor and respect the rank a man or woman holds, not necessarily the person.
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