1 Timothy 2:13



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” and introducing a further explanation of what has previously been said.  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun ADAM, meaning “Adam.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective ordinal PRWTOS, which is a superlative used as a comparative and meaning “first.”  (The predicate nominative can be used with transitive verbs in the passive voice, which we have here.)  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb PLASSW, which means “to manufacture something by molding a soft substance: to form, mold Rom 9:20.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which gathers into a single whole the act of God creating the person of Adam and states it as a historical fact.


The passive voice indicates that Adam received the action of being formed by Jesus Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality that Jesus Christ created Adam. 

“For Adam was formed first,”
- is the adverb of time EITA, which “pertains to being next in order of time, meaning: then, next; ‘first … then’ 1 Tim 2:13; 3:10; 1 Cor 15:5f, 7, 24.”
  Finally, we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular proper noun HEUA, which we transliterate as “Eve.”
“then Eve.”
1 Tim 2:13 corrected translation
“For Adam was formed first, then Eve.”
Explanation:
1.  “For Adam was formed first,”

a.  Paul does not permit a woman to function as a pastor-teacher because she does not have the God given authority to do so.

b.  How does he know this?  Because of the precedence established by God in the creation of the man and the woman in the Garden of Eden.  The precedence for God-given authority being vested in the man came with the creation of man first.


c.  The creation of Adam is described in Gen 2:7 “Then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground; and He breathed into his nostrils a breath of lives; and the man became a living being.”  Because Adam is formed first, that is created by Jesus Christ first, all authority in the human race was given to Adam.

d.  At the fall of Adam, his wife took control of the marriage and Adam surrendered his authority to her.  As a part of her judgment by Jesus Christ this authority is restored to the man, so that the precedence established by God in creation will continue as a part of His will for mankind.


e.  Being created first and therefore being given the authority over the woman in marriage, the husband has the responsibility to teach his wife those things pertaining to the spiritual life.  This is why the woman does not have the authority to teach the man spiritually.  Therefore, the spiritual gifts of communication, such as apostle, pastor-teacher, prophet, and evangelist were only given to men.  This principle has not changed throughout the Church Age regardless of the deviations of man from the will of God.

f.  God does not establish this precedence to be cruel to the woman, but rather for her protection and love.

g.  The man’s role in teaching spiritual matters to the woman is the greatest act of love a man can demonstrate to a woman.  And since God has ordered that the husband shall love his wife as Christ loves the Church, the greatest demonstration of that love will always be what he does for her spiritually, not sexually, materially, or in any other way.

2.  “then Eve.”

a.  The creation of Eve is described in Gen 2:18-22, “And the Lord God said, `Not good, the man being alone.  I will make for him a helper corresponding to him.’  Then the Lord God formed from the ground all the animals of the fields and every bird of the heaven, and He brought [each one] to the man to see what he would name it.  And whatever the man named a living creature, that was its name.  Then the man gave names to all the domesticated animals and to the birds of the heavens and to all the wild animals of the field, but a helper was not found for Adam as his counterpart.  So the Lord God caused unconsciousness to fall upon the man; and he went to sleep.  And He took one of his ribs; and He closed the flesh under it.  Then the Lord God built the rib which He had taken from the man into a woman.  And He brought her to the man.”

b.  After the fall the woman’s name is changed to CHAWAH, “life,” Gen 3:20.  The name “Eve” comes from the Septuagint, the Greek word EUA.  In the Latin Vulgate the smooth breathing accent ’ was changed to a rough breathing accent ‘, and we have HEVA.  This was finally corrected to EVA, from which we get EVE.


c.  The fact that Adam is naming his wife indicates that Adam has resumed his leadership role in his relationship with his wife.



(1)  In the Hebrew culture, the man was the authority in the home.  Therefore, he had the right of naming the children.  We see an excellent example of this in the naming of John the Baptist, Lk 1:5-23, 57-64.



(2)  Adam’s giving a new name to his wife indicates that the Lord has reestablished the man’s role as the authority in the marriage.



(3)  As the leader, Adam is still responsible for naming everything new on the earth.  So now he must give a new name to his wife, since she will begin doing something never before seen on earth—giving birth to children.



(4)  Her new name “life” does not refer to spiritual life, but to biological life.  She is given the job of reproducing biological life.



(5)  The woman is not the mother of spiritual life; for only God the Holy Spirit gives spiritual life to mankind.



(6)  The man and the woman join in copulation to produce biological life.  That biological life then grows and develops inside the womb of the woman until it finally emerges.  At that point, God imputes soul life to the material biological human body and human life begins.


d.  Paul’s use of the woman’s name after her fall is a subtle reminder that she was deceived by Satan in her original sin, which is the reason why the woman is not given authority over the man after the fall.


e.  We must also remember that the motivation for the fall of the woman was her desire to usurp the authority of the man.  Therefore, part of her judgment is that she will never be given authority over the man in the divine institution of marriage or in the spiritual life.  This is the point Paul is making with the illustration he uses here.
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