1 Timothy 2:12



- is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “And, Moreover.”  With this we have the present active infinitive from the verb DIDASKW, which means “to teach.”

The present tense is a gnomic present.  “The present tense may be used to make a statement of a general, timeless fact.  It does not say that something is happening, but that something does happen.  The action or state continues without time limits.  The verb is used in proverbial statements or general maxims about what occurs at all times. The gnomic present is distinct from the customary present in that the customary present refers to a regularly recurring action while the gnomic present refers to a general, timeless fact.  It is distinct from the stative present (a subcategory of the customary) in that the stative present involves a temporal restriction while the gnomic present is generally atemporal.  There are two predominant semantic situations in which the gnomic present occurs.  The first includes instances that depict deity or nature as the subject of the action.  Statements such as “the wind blows” or “God loves” fit this category.  Such gnomic presents are true all the time.  There is a second kind of gnomic, slightly different in definition: the use of the present in generic statements to describe something that is true any time (rather than a universal statement that is true all the time).  A gnomic verb typically takes a generic subject or object.  If this were a descriptive present (as it is sometimes popularly taken), the idea might be that in the future the author would allow this: I do not presently permit… However, there are several arguments against this: (1)  It is overly subtle.  Without some temporal indicator, such as ARTI=until or perhaps NUN=now, this view begs the question.  (2) Were we to do this with other commands in the present tense, our resultant exegesis would be both capricious and ludicrous.  Does Eph 5:18 mean “Do not for the moment be filled with wine, but be filled at the present time by the Spirit” with the implication that such a moral code might change in the future?  The normal use of the present tense in didactic [teaching] literature, especially when introducing an exhortation, is not descriptive, but a general precept that has gnomic [universal] implications.   (3)  Grammatically, the present tense is used with a generic object (), suggesting that it should be taken as a gnomic present.  (4)  Contextually, the exhortation seems to be rooted in creation (note verse 13), rather than an address to a temporary situation.”


The active voice indicates that an elliptical indefinite pronoun “anyone” produces the action.


The infinitive is used as a direct object of the main verb in the sense “I do not permit teaching by a woman.”  This is the common use of the infinitive as a complementary infinitive, in which the infinitive is used to complete the meaning of certain Greek verbs such as our main verb EPITREPW.

Then we have the instrumental of agency from the feminine singular generic noun GUNĒ, meaning “by a woman.”  Although the verb is in the active voice and the instrumental of agency is normally found only with verbs in the middle or passive voice, the idea here is “to be taught” (a passive idea) by a woman; hence, the use of the instrumental of agency.  This is followed by the negative OU, meaning “not” with the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EPITREPW, which means “to allow, permit.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a state or condition that is always true.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of divine policy.

Literally this says “I do not permit [anyone] to be taught by a woman.”  But stating in the active voice we would say:
“Moreover I do not permit a woman to teach”
- is the coordinating negative conjunction OUDE, used with a previous negative meaning “nor.”  Then we have the present active infinitive from the verb AUTHENTEW, which means “to assume a stance of independent authority, to give orders to, dictate to with the genitive of persons (practically = ‘tell a man what to do’.”
  Or “to control in a domineering manner—‘to control, to domineer.’”
  Or “to exercise authority on one’s own account, to domineer over, “to usurp authority,” R.V., “to have dominion.” It came to denote one who acts on his own authority; hence, to exercise authority, dominion.”


The present tense is a gnomic present for a state or condition that perpetually exists or is always the case.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of not permitting this.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, completing the action of the main verb “to permit or allow.”

This is followed by the genitive of subordination (Wallace, p. 103) from the masculine singular generic use of the noun ANĒR, which means “over a man.”
“nor to exercise authority over a man”
 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”

The present tense is a gnomic for a state or condition that perpetually exists or is always true.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of demanding that a woman be silent in the assembly of the local church and not have any authority over men.


The infinitive is an infinitive of indirect object and complement of the main verb “to permit.”
Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the dative of state or condition (a subset of the locative of sphere, the logical sphere in which a Christian woman operates within the local church) from the feminine singular noun HĒSUXHIA, which means “state of saying nothing or very little, in silence.”
“but to be in silence.”

1 Tim 2:12 corrected translation
“Moreover I do not permit a woman to teach nor to exercise authority over a man but to be in silence.”
Explanation:
1.  “Moreover I do not permit a woman to teach”

a.  Paul continues his digression with an additional thought regarding the function of the Christian woman in the local church.

b.  The woman must learn in silence and she is not permitted to teach.


(1)  This is a reference to teaching adult males.



(2)  Women are the most excellent teachers of children.  This is something they should do not only in their homes but in the local church.


c.  Paul did not permit women to teach men in the assembly because they did not have the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.


d.  The reasons why they did not have the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher will be explained by Paul in the next two verses—because the man had the original authority and because the woman was deceived in the Garden.

e.  If God wanted the woman to teach the man, He would have created her first and given her that authority and mission in life.  But God did not.


f.  Also since the perfect, sinless woman could be deceived, how much greater the opportunity for Satan to deceive the fallen woman standing in the pulpit and attempting to teach men.


g.  Every time we see a woman standing in a pulpit trying to teach men it is an absolute guarantee that she has been deceived by Satan and is an agent of Satan, just as the woman was in the Garden of Eden.


h.  Therefore, Paul would never permit women in the local church to teach adult men.  They can and should teach in “Sunday school” or “prep school” or any other type of classes that prepare children to join the entire assembly of the local church.  But no woman has the God given authority to stand before men in the local church and tell them what they should or should not do in the spiritual life.

i.  This relates directly back to the Garden of Eden, when the fallen woman stood before the sinless man and told him what to do spiritually—eat from the fruit she gave to him.  She had usurped his authority and was telling him what to do.  She had taken over and was now assuming the role of the leader in the relationship.  And Adam made the mistake of listening to her and doing what he was told.


j.  Therefore, God establishes a precedence for the Church Age that no female member of the royal family of God has the right to spiritually tell a man what to do.


k.  Christian men are responsible for learning the word of God and figuring out for themselves what God’s will is for their life.  And no Christian woman has the right to tell any Christian man what God’s will is for his life from a position of authority either in marriage or in the local church.


l.  However, should a Christian husband or man ask for the opinion of a woman in spiritual matters?  Yes.  But he is responsible for his decisions and cannot blame her for any mistakes he makes.  Women often have insight and wisdom in certain areas that a man does not have, and they should be listened to.  This is why the Scripture tells older women to teach younger women.  Something a male believer is not able to do adequately.

m.  It is quite possible that Timothy was having a problem with certain women in the Ephesian church who were subtly trying to take over the pulpit.  This comment by Paul would have certainly brought that attack on the teaching of the word of God to a screeching halt. 

n.  It is also clear from Paul’s statements elsewhere that he clearly permitted women to teach in the local church, but not teach men.  Tit 2:3-5, “In the same way, the older female believer must be worthy of reverence in behavior, not a slander of others, nor enslaved to much wine, teaching what is good, in order that they might bring the younger women to their senses to be husband-loving, children-loving, prudent [making good decisions], pure [filled with the Spirit], a home-maker [not lazy], good [executing the plan of God], continuing to be subordinate to their own husbands, in order that the word of God may not be reviled.”
2.  “nor to exercise authority over a man”

a.  This principle applies only to the authority in spiritual matters in the local church and in the divine institution of marriage.  Let me illustrate.  A woman inherits millions of dollars from the sudden death of her husband.  She decides to invest the money in a small business that employs thirty people.  She is the president of the company, the chief executive officer, the board of directors, and the chairman of the board.  She is in charge of the company and makes the final decisions.  She has invested her money and she is the one taking all the risks.  She hires a man to run the factory and day to day operations.  Does she have the right to exercise authority over this man?  Of course she does.  She is in charge.  Does the man have the obligation to submit to her authority and follow her directions?  Of course he does.

b.  Paul’s principle here applies to the spiritual life and marriage as a major issue in the Church Age as a part of the spiritual life, because marriage is the corporate testimony of two Christians united against Satan in the angelic conflict.

c.  Therefore, in spiritual matters no woman has the right to exercise authority over a man.  She has no right to tell him what to do.


d.  The spiritual gift of pastor-teacher has the right to tell Christians what to do.  And it does so by the accurate teaching of the word of God, not by personal spiritual bullying from the pulpit.


e.  No pastor has the right to interfere in the privacy of some believer’s priesthood and tell them how they should live their life.


f.  However, the pastor does have the right to “give orders to” those in his congregation regarding what the word of God demands, such as: be filled with the Spirit, grow in grace, love one another, which are all dogmatic commands of the word of God.


g.  The pastor is God’s designated representative to give orders to the members of the royal family of God for the execution of the spiritual life.


h.  God has made a command decision that no woman has the right to give those orders.  This is why spiritual communication gifts are only given to men.


i.  Another interesting application from the meaning of the verb “to exercise authority” is how it applies to marriage.


(1)  The verb also means “to domineer over, to usurp authority, to have dominion, to exercise authority and dominion.”



(2)  As Paul clearly teaches in Colossians and Ephesians, the wife is to subordinate herself to her husband in marriage.



(3)  She has no right to domineer over her husband in any way.  Any Christian woman who attempts to do so is out of fellowship with God, because she is violating the known will of God.



(4)  The wife has no right to attempt to usurp the authority of the man, to make decisions for him, or to subtly coerce him to get what she wants.  The subtle attempt to get somebody else to do what we want is evil.  It was the evil method used by Satan in the Garden to get the woman to do what he wanted.  Therefore, any attempt by a woman to subtly get her husband to do something she wants is out right evil.



(5)  Ladies, if you want your husband to do something different, look him directly in the eye and tell him so.  You don’t have to be subtle; you have to have integrity.  If you are right, he will consider it and make a wise decision and respect you for it.  If you are wrong, he will make the right decision and protect the both of you.



(6)  Since women do not have authority in marriage, they often resent it and justify what they want by thinking that they must do whatever they have to do to get their way.  ‘Doing whatever you have to do to get your way’ is evil and sinful.  It is arrogant preoccupation with self.


j.  God has vested the authority to make final decisions in the husband in marriage and in the male leadership in the local church.  God has done this with good reason, because women are so easily deceived.  They deceive themselves (self-deception as an arrogance skill) and then are deceived by others.
3.  “but to be in silence.”

a.  In contrast to having the authority to give orders to others, the Christian woman is to be in silence.

b.  This is a reference to the time when the Christian woman is assembled in the local church.  It does not apply to social situations, dinner parties, football games, receiving a phone call, or dealing with her children around the home.  Obviously these situations do not call for being in silence (unless perhaps it’s fourth down and goal to goal on the one yard line in the fourth quarter of the Superbowl).


c.  Certainly a Christian woman should not be silent when teaching children in a Sunday school class or in her own home.  Certainly a Christian woman cannot teach younger women by being silent.  Certainly a Christian woman cannot have a marital relationship with her husband by being silent in the home.


d.  Therefore, the only situation to which this applies is during the public teaching of the word of God in the assembly of the local church or some other gathering where there is a public speaker.
4.  We have a parallel passage in 1 Cor 14:35, “Furthermore, if they want to learn anything, and they do, they must ask their own husbands at home.  For it is a disgrace for the wife to speak in the assembly.”

a.  This is a command, not an entreaty on the part of Paul.  He is telling them exactly what the correct behavior is.


b.  There are several reasons for asking their husbands.



(1)  The husband is the leader of the family.  Asking him is a sign of respect for his authority as the leader.



(2)  As the spiritual leader of the family, the husband is expected to know the answer to any doctrinal question his wife might ask.  If he cannot answer, then he should ask himself why he does not know the answer, and fix the problem by learning the answer.



(3)  Paul makes a basic assumption that the husband in the Christian home is positive to doctrine and the leader in the home.  This is an indirect message to the husband to be prepared to explain doctrine to his wife when he needs to.



(4)  This demands positive volition, consistency in learning, and repetition in learning on the part of the husband.  He can measure his spiritual life by his ability to answer his wife’s questions.



(5)  The greatest subject for conversation in the world is Bible doctrine.  Husbands and wives should be talking to each other on a consistent and regular basis.  Bible doctrine should be a part of their conversation on a regular basis.



(6)  The wife should never be afraid to ask any question of her husband regarding Bible doctrine.  The husband should never be afraid to answer any question of his wife regarding Bible doctrine.


c.  Asking “at home” is a significant inclusion in this clause.  The sentence would have made perfect sense without it.  Therefore the fact Paul included this phrase is significant.  Why?



(1)  It maintains the privacy of the husband and wife’s priesthood.  If the woman asks the question in public, then all know her ignorance or misunderstanding, and she could be embarrassed by this.  If the husband gives an incorrect answer in public or does not know the answer, then the wife has made him look bad publicly, which is disrespect for his authority.



(2)  The worship service in a local church is not a place for doctrinal discussion of the meaning of a passage.  It is the place for the dogmatic, definitive teaching of exactly what the passage means.  This is the job of the pastor.  He is to be the expert on the Scripture.  He doesn’t discuss or debate the meaning with anyone, but teaches them exactly what it does mean and why.  The home is the place for discussion, debate, or research of a doctrinal subject.

d.  In the final statement (“For it is a disgrace for the wife to speak in the assembly.”) Paul gives a further explanation for why the wife should not speak publicly in the assembly worship of the local church—it is a disgrace for her to do so.


e.  This is not just a disgrace just because it was the current standard of society at the time.  This is the word of God and Church Age doctrine, which applies to every generation of the Church Age.


f.  When the wife asks questions publicly in the worship service, she is implying that her husband does not know the answer.  Therefore, she disrespects him.  Disrespect of her husband is dishonoring to the Lord, which brings disgrace upon herself.


g.  The husband is the authority in Christian marriage.  The wife is commanded to respect him.  Respect means not doing or saying anything that would embarrass the other person in public.  Paul wants to maintain the husband’s leadership role in the family and stop the blatant disregard for orderliness in the worship service by certain factions in the Corinthian church.  This statement indicates that there were women in the Corinthian church, who were disregarding the decorum of the worship service, embarrassing their husbands publicly, and being disgraceful by their arrogant attitudes of demanding answers.


h.  So it was very important for Paul to establish a standard that would set apart the two kinds of women in the local church for all to recognize.



(1)  On the one hand there were those with respect for the authority of their husbands, who loved the teaching of the word of God, and had a mental attitude of humility and personal love for God.



(2)  On the other hand there were those who did not accept the authority of their husband’s or any man for that matter, who only wanted to argue and debate what the word of God said, and had a mental attitude of arrogance and preoccupation with self.
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