1 Timothy 2:11



- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun GUNĒ, meaning “the woman.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun HĒSUCHIA, which means “state of saying nothing or very little, silence 1 Tim 2:11f; Acts 22:2 (such concepts as ‘reverence’, ‘devotion’, ‘respect’ may have some influence) 21:40.”
  Then we have the third person singular present active imperative from the verb MANTHANW, which means “to learn; to receive instruction.”

The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.  This is also a durative present for what has begun in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that the woman produces the action of learning.


The imperative mood is a command.
“(The woman must learn in silence”
- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association from the feminine singular adjective PAS, “when used as an adjective with a noun in the singular without the article, it means full, greatest, all”
 and the noun HUPOTAGĒ, which means “the state of submissiveness, subjection, subordination, as opposed to setting oneself up as controller 2 Cor 9:13; subordinating herself in every respect 1 Tim 2:11; keep children under control 3:4; Gal 2:5.”

“with full subordination.”
1 Tim 2:11 corrected translation
“(The woman must learn in silence with full subordination.”
Explanation:
1.  “(The woman must learn in silence”

a.  This verse begins a parenthesis, which continues through verse 15a.  Verse 15b concludes the thought in verse 10.

b.  Paul digresses for a moment to further explain what he means by his previous statement “what is proper and suitable for women professing devotion to God.”

c.  The first and most important thing for a Christian woman is that she must learn the word of God.  This is the priority for all Christians, male or female, and since there is no distinction, what applies to the woman here also applies to the man.


d.  Paul is not picking on women.  He was not a misogynist, that is, a woman-hater.

e.  Paul is addressing a problem that existed in the Ephesian church with which Timothy was having difficulty.  Apparently there were some women in the local church that were talking when Timothy was trying to teach the word of God and distracting others in the congregation.  Therefore, Paul states the specific principle that women must be silent during the teaching of the word of God, but the principle also applies to men in the congregation.


f.  Paul focuses on the ladies, because there were some women who were not acting very ladylike in the church.


g.  Paul is giving Timothy the backing he needs to state that this principle is a part of the Scripture and not just his own opinion and human viewpoint.


h.  This is a command.  It is not a request or entreaty.  Paul is making a dogmatic demand on the volition of the members of the congregation that they remain silent during the teaching of the word of God.


i.  Remaining silent while someone else is talking is not only good manners, but the only way in which a person can learn.  You cannot learn while you are talking.  You can’t think about what is being said, if you are thinking about what you are going to say.


j.  There are two commands here:


(1)  The woman must learn.



(2)  The woman must be silent while learning.


k.  The first command is necessary for any woman to grow up spiritually and execute the will of God.


l.  The second command is necessary to accomplish the first command.


m.  The problem of talking when she should be listening has always been a problem for the woman; for the woman in the Garden of Eden was talking to Satan in the form of a serpent, when she should have been listening to the teaching of the Lord Jesus Christ about the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.


n.  Learning in silence means two things:



(1)  You don’t talk out loud, so that you are a distraction to others who are trying to learn.



(2)  You don’t talk to yourself, so that you miss the point of what is being said.


o.  Therefore this is a command to concentrate.  The purpose of not talking is so that you and others may concentrate more effectively on what is being taught.


p.  Concentration is essential in learning.  Talking breaks that concentration, because we have to think about what we want to say before we say it, and during that time we miss what is being said.
2.  “with full subordination.”

a.  The other important factor in this principle is that Paul expects Christian women to learn with full subordination or submission to the authority of the pastor-teacher.

b.  Full subordination means complete and total respect for the authority of the pastor-teacher, with the result that one submits to that authority in both mental attitude and resultant behavior.

c.  This does not mean that the pastor-teacher has the authority to rule his congregation with an iron fist and be a spiritual tyrant.  It also does not mean that the member of the congregation must follow the pastor-teacher blindly without thinking.


d.  This means that the believer submit to the teaching of the word of God, but not to the personal standards of the pastor-teacher.



(1)  Personal standards are just that: personal.


(2)  Each of us is to have our own personal standards.  They belong to us.



(3)  We do not have to adopt the personal standards of any other person, regardless of their authority in life.



(4)  The only standards we must adopt are those of the word of God.  The standards in the word of God must become the standards of the believer, in order for the believer to grow in grace and glorify God.



(5)  The standards of the pastor-teacher are personal standards that a member of the congregation can accept or reject as they see fit, and have nothing to do with a person’s spiritual advance.


e.  Full subordination means not only submitting to the letter of the word of God, such as “flee fornication”, but also to the spirit and intent of the word of God, such as “you shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  Full subordination means we accept the authority of the teaching of the word of God without mental reservation or purpose of evasion.  Full subordination means that we have genuine humility in our soul, so that we are not a hypocrite in our submission to the authority of the pastor-teacher or the word of God.  Full subordination means the willingness to obey without bitterness, anger, regret, or any other mental attitude sin of resentment.

f.  This is a critical issue for the woman, because the woman naturally wants to take over and usurp the authority of the man.  This is true in the marriage relationship as well as in the local church, which is why Paul will use this as the illustration in the next few verses.


g.  The critical issue here is learning with full submissiveness or subordination to authority.


(1)  No one, man or woman, can learn without submission to authority.  But this problem is more acute in the nature of the woman than the nature of the man.



(2)  Submissiveness to authority is full acceptance of that authority as knowing what is correct, true, and in the case of spiritual authority, the will of God.



(3)  Submissiveness to authority means accepting what is taught as what it really is—the word of God. 1 Thes 2:13, “For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe.”

h.  Learning means receiving instruction from someone else.  A person cannot receive instruction from someone else, if they are constantly trying to give their opinion to the other person.  No learning will take place.

i.  The local church is not a public forum for debate or discussion.  It is God’s classroom for the teaching of God’s word.  God’s word is not a subject for public debate or argumentation.  It is a subject for reception from the genuine humility of positive volition.


j.  Negative volition to the teaching of the word of God wants to argue, debate, and “get its two cents in.”  God doesn’t want or need our two cents.  We need the riches of His glory, that is, His word implanted in our soul.


k.  Positive volition just wants to learn and is not interested in interrupting the pastor or trying to help the pastor by giving a better explanation of what they think the passage means.

l.  Remember that even when Apollos was wrong in what he was teaching, Aquila and Priscilla did not correct him publicly in front of the rest of the congregation, but took him aside privately to explain the word of God more accurately.  Acts 18:25-26, “This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he was speaking and teaching accurately the things concerning Jesus, being acquainted only with the baptism of John; and he began to speak out boldly in the synagogue.  But when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.”  Note that Priscilla and Aquila applied the principle of learning in silence with full respect for the authority of Apollos as a pastor-teacher while he was teaching.  They understood and applied the principle long before Paul wrote this letter some twenty years later.
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