1 Timothy 1:17



- is the transitional or continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now.”  With this we have the dative of indirect object (which indicates the one in whose interest the action of the main verb is done) from the masculine singular article and noun BASILEUS, meaning “King, Sovereign,” which was used as a title for the Roman Emperor, but here refers to the Lord Jesus Christ.  With this we have the genitive of subordination from the masculine plural article and noun AIWN, meaning “over the ages,” but it is used “of time to come which, if it has no end, is also known as eternity.”
  The attributive genitive functions as a more forceful way of modifying a noun rather than using a simple adjective.  It can be translated “to the Eternal Sovereign” or “to the Sovereign over the ages.”
“Now to the Sovereign over the ages,”
- is the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular adjective APHTHARTOS, which means “imperviousness to corruption and death, imperishable, incorruptible, or immortal.”
  This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular adjective AORATOS, which means “not being subject to being seen, unseen, invisible, of God Rom 1:20; Col 1:15-16; 1 Tim 1:17; Heb 11:27.”
  Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular adjective MONOS, which means “only, alone, unique.”  With this we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “God.”
“incorruptible, invisible, unique God”
- is the predicate nominative feminine singular from the noun TIMĒ, meaning “honor” with the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the predicate nominative feminine singular noun DOXA, meaning “glory.”  The predicate nominatives here suggest the ellipsis of the verb EIMI, meaning “to [be].”  Then we have an idiomatic prepositional phrase EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure of the extent of time from the masculine plural noun AIWN with the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural article and noun AIWN, meaning “of the ages.”  The phrase “to the ages of the ages” is an idiom meaning “for evermore Gal 1:5; Phil 4:20; 1 Tim 1:17; 2 Tim 4:18; Heb 13:21; 1 Pet 4:11; Rev 1:6, 18; 4:9f; 5:13; 7:12; 10:6; 11:15; 15:7; Eph 3:21.”
  The final word is the transliteration of the Hebrew verb AMEN, meaning “I believe it” or “It is certain.”
“[be] honor and glory forever and ever, Amen.”

1 Tim 1:17 corrected translation
“Now to the Sovereign over the ages, incorruptible, invisible, unique God [be] honor and glory forever and ever, Amen.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now to the Sovereign over the ages”

a.  Being occupied with Christ, Paul is overcome with appreciation for all that Jesus Christ has done for him.  Therefore, he stops his line of thought to express his gratitude in praise of the Lord.

b.  Paul expresses his praise using one of the many titles of our Lord.


c.  The term “the ages” refers to the different periods of human history, which Jesus Christ created for the function of mankind.


d.  As the creator of time and space, Jesus Christ is also sovereign over time and space.


e.  Jesus Christ is the king, the ruler, the sovereign of every dispensation of human history.


f.  The noun BASILEUS, meaning “King or Sovereign,” is used many times of Jesus Christ and in various ways.  It is used of Christ:



(1)  as the King of the Jews, e.g. (the Latin phrase exempli gratia, meaning: for example), Mt 2:2; 27:11, 29, 37;


(2)  as the King of Israel, Mk 15:32; Jn 1:49; 12:13;


(3)  as the King of kings, Rev 17:14; 19:16; 1 Tim 6:15;


(4)  as “the King” in judging nations and men at the establishment of the Millennial Kingdom, Mt 25:34, 40;


(5)  as “the great King,” Mt 5:35;


(6)  as the title in our passage “the King eternal, incorruptible, invisible,” 1 Tim 1:17; 

(7)  in the title “King of the nations,” Rev 15:3, “And they sang the song of Moses, the bond-servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, ‘Great and marvelous are Your works, O Lord God, the Almighty; Righteous and true are Your ways, King of the nations!’”


(8)  Christ’s Kingship was predicted in the Old Testament, Ps 2:6, and in the N.T., Lk 1:32, 33;


(9)  He came as a king, Mt 2:2; Jn 18:37;


(10)  Christ was rejected and died as a king, Luke 19:14; Mt 27:37;


(11)  Christ is now a King Priest, after the order of Melchizedek, Heb 5:6; 7:1, 17;


(12)  Christ will reign for ever and ever, Rev 11:15.”

2.  “incorruptible, invisible, unique God”

a.  Jesus Christ is also God.

b.  He is the incorruptible God, which emphasizes the perfection of His humanity, having never committed any personal sin or receiving the imputation of Adam’s original sin like the rest of us.

c.  He is invisible God.  All the members of deity are invisible.  No man has seen God at any time. Jn 1:18; 1 Jn 4:12.  This is a reference to the deity of Christ.  Jesus Christ is also the image of the invisible God, Col 1:15.

d.  The Incorruptible God and the Invisible God add up to the Unique person of the Trinity, the One and Only Lord Jesus Christ—the unique person of the Trinity and of the universe.


e.  Jesus Christ is unique in that He is both perfect man and perfect God combined in one person forever.


f.  Jesus Christ is unique because He is the only member of deity that ever lives as a man, dies physically, and is resurrected from the dead.

g.  Jesus Christ is unique because He is the only member of the Trinity to become visibly manifest to mankind.


h.  Jesus Christ is unique because He is the only member of the human race to ever live a perfect, sinless life.


i.  Jesus Christ is unique because He is the only member of the human race to ever completely defeat Satan in Satan’s every attempt to produce sin against God in His life.


j.  Jesus Christ is unique because He is the only member of the human race to ever live without producing human good or evil in His life.


k.  Jesus Christ is unique because He is the only member of the human race to ever completely and perfectly execute the will of God the Father for His life.

3.  “[be] honor and glory forever and ever, Amen.”

a.  Because Jesus Christ provided eternal salvation for Paul, the apostle gives honor and glory to Him and wants it to last forever, which it will.

b.  Because Jesus Christ was patient with the antagonistic unbelief of Paul, he gives honor and glory to Him.

c.  Because Jesus Christ was both perfect God and perfect man, united in one unique person forever, Paul gives honor and glory to Him.


d.  Because Jesus Christ controls history, down to the very last detail of even the salvation of each individual, Paul gives honor and glory to Him.


e.  Jesus Christ will always be worthy of honor and glory forever because of who He is and all that He has done for His creation.


f.  Paul believed this with all his heart, all his soul, all his mind, and all his strength.


g.  God the Father has crowned the humanity of Christ with all honor and glory, Heb2:7, “You have made him for a little while lower than the angels; You have crowned him with glory and honor, and have appointed him over the works of Your hands.”

g.  This theme and statement is very similar to Paul’s thought in Rom 11:32-36, “For God has locked up the entire human race because of disobedience [Adam's Original Sin], in order that He might have mercy on the entire human race.  Oh, the inexhaustibility of His wealth both of the wisdom and knowledge of God.  How unsearchable [are] His decisions and untraceable [are] His ways.  For who has known the thinking of the Lord, or has become His advisor?  Or who has given to Him first, so that it will be paid back to him?  Because all things [are] from the source of Him and through the agency of Him and for Him, the glory belongs to Him forever.  I believe it.”

h.  This statement is also similar to what Paul will write in 1 Tim 6:14-16, “I order you to keep this commandment unsullied, irreproachable, until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ,

which appearance the happy and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, will bring to pass in His proper time, the unique One constantly having immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light Whom no one can see, to Whom [be] honor, eternal ruling power.  Amen.”
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