1 Thes 5:2


is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For.”
is the nominative subject from the second person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used in the predicate position as an intensive pronoun, meaning “yourselves.”
 is the adverb AKRIBWS, meaning “accurately.”
 is the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which places emphasis on the existing fact that the Thessalonians completely understood and had metabolized the doctrine of Dispensations.


The active voice indicates that the Thessalonians produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“For you yourselves know accurately”
 is the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that.”  It is used after verbs of knowing or understanding to indicate the content of what is known.

 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun HĒMERA, meaning “day” plus the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “of the Lord.”  Together they are translated: “the day of the Lord.”  Both nouns are without the article to indicate the high quality of each.  This is not just any day, but a very special day, and this is not just any lord, but the Lord Jesus Christ.

is the comparative adverb HWS, meaning “as” or “like” with the predicate nominative from the noun KLEPTĒS, meaning “a thief.” 

 is the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine singular noun NUX, meaning “in the night.”  The word “night” presents an analogy here to the time when most criminal activity takes place.  Criminals attempt to strike when least expected.  For example, on March 7, 1995 three criminals jumped out of some bushes on a golf course in San Francisco and robbed four men playing golf.  Just as a criminal strikes when least expected, so the day of the Lord will come when it is least expected.

 is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “in this manner, thus, so.”
 is the third person singular present deponent middle indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The present tense is futuristic present, which denotes an event which has not yet occurred, but which is regarded as so certain that in thought it may be contemplated as already coming to pass.  This may also be an aorist present for a present fact without reference to progress in time.


The middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning—the day of the Lord producing the action of coming.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“that the day of the Lord as a thief in the night in this manner it is coming.”
1 Thes 5:2 corrected translation
“For you yourselves know accurately that the day of the Lord as a thief in the night in this manner it is coming.”
Explanation:
In order to understand this verse we must understand what “the day of the Lord” is.

A.  A day in the Bible can refer to a solar day or twenty-four hours.


1.  The six days of restoration.  Gen 1:3-31.  Creation only took an instant, but restoration took six literal days.


2.  The Sabbath refers to a twenty-four hour day, from sundown Friday to sundown Saturday.  The Roman day was from midnight to midnight.


3.  “The Lord’s day,” i.e., Sunday, Rev 1:10.


4.  “One day at a time,” Rom 14:5-6.


5.  Taking in doctrine daily, Ps 119:97.

B.  A figurative day in the Bible can be less than twenty-four hours; it is an instant, a second.


1.  “The day of salvation,” 2 Cor 6:2.


2.  “The day of Christ” refers to an instant of time, the Rapture, 1 Cor 15; Phil 1:10, 2:16.  In 1 Cor 3:11-15, “the day [of Christ]” refers to the Rapture.  False teachers had forged a letter saying that Paul was teaching that they were already in the Tribulation.


3.  “The day of redemption” in the Scripture has a dual connotation, Eph 4:29-30.  This refers to redemption of the soul at the moment of salvation through faith in Christ or the redemption of the body at the moment of resurrection.


4.   “The day of God” refers the beginning of the eternal state, 2 Pet 3:12, 18.

C.  A figurative day in the Bible can be more than twenty-four hours.


1.  “The day of wrath” refers to the sentencing of the unbeliever at the Last Judgment, Rom 2:5; Rev 20:12-15.  The actual time span of the last judgment is unknown, but it is definitely more than twenty-four hours.


2.  “The day of evaluation” refers to the Judgment Seat of Christ (which lasts for seven years) where there will be instant judgment of the believer’s human good, 1 Cor 3:13.


3.  “The day of the Lord” includes the last half of the Tribulation, Second Advent, and Millennium, over 1000 years.  It is also used for any portion of this period, the context dictating how long.  Isa 2:12 (Tribulation and Second Advent), 13:6-16 (Tribulation); Joel 1:15, 2:1-11; Zech 14:1-9 (Second Advent); 1 Thes 5:2; 2 Pet 3:10 (end of the Millennium—see below).

D.  The “day of the Lord” refers to divine judgment on unbelievers, Ezek 30:1-3.

E.  The Day of the Lord includes the end of the Millennium, 2 Pet 3:10-14, “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will disappear with a roar and the elements will be dissolved with intense heat, and the earth and its works [human good and evil] will be incinerated.  Since in this way all things must be destroyed, what sort of person must you become in a dedicated to God lifestyle; that is to say, your spiritual life, while looking forward with confidence and the hastening of the coming of the day of God, in which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!  But on the basis of His promise [of better things in the eternal state] we are looking forward with confidence to a new heavens and a new earth in which perfect righteousness dwells.  Therefore, beloved, since we are looking forward with confidence for these things, be self-motivated to be found in Him in a state of tranquility, spotless [the execution of the spiritual life with emphasis on capacity] and blameless [the result of fulfillment of the spiritual life].”
F.  In 2 Thes 2:2, “the day of the Lord” refers to the Second Advent.  On the day of the Second Advent, there will be supernatural darkness for twenty-four hours over the entire face of the earth.  No light will be able to penetrate this darkness.  This darkness will immobilize the invading armies of the Armageddon campaign and frustrate the satanic plan to destroy Israel.


1.  Zech 14:6-7, “And it will come to pass in that day that there will be no light; the luminaries will dwindle.  For it will be a unique day which is known to the Lord, neither day nor night, but it will come about that at evening time there will be light.” There is supernatural darkness during the day and the light of the Second Advent will occur in the evening.  Jewish believers will wait patiently, knowing that the Lord will return within a matter of hours and that they will not be overrun by the invading armies.

2.  Isa 5:30, “And He shall roar over it in that day like the roaring of the sea.  If one looks toward the land [Israel], there is darkness, distress, even the light is darkened.”  This darkness protects the Jewish army from annihilation.


3.  Isa 13:9-10, “Behold, the day of the Lord is coming; cruel with fury and burning anger to make the land [Israel] a desolation.  And He will exterminate its sinners from it.  For the stars of the heaven and their constellations will not flash forth their light.  The sun will be darkened when it rises; the moon will not reflect its light.”  Before the Second Advent there will be no starlight, sunlight, or moonlight.


4.  Isa 60:2, “Behold, the darkness will cover the earth and the deep darkness the peoples [Gentiles armies invading Israel], but the Lord will rise upon you and His glory will appear.”  The only light seen on that day is the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Rev 1:7, “Behold, He is coming with clouds and every eye shall see Him.”  Jesus Christ is the light of the world, and He will be the only light seen by the entire world.


5.  Joel 2:12, “Blow the trumpets in Zion and sound an alarm in My holy mountain; Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; for the day of the Lord is coming; surely it is near; a day of darkness and gloom; a day of clouds and thick darkness.  As the dawn is spread over the mountains so there is a great and mighty people; there has never been anything like it, nor will there be again after it to the years of many generations.”  cf. Joel 2:10-11.  The royal family is behind Christ and accompanies Him through this supernatural darkness.


6.  Isa 30:26, “Then the light of the moon will be as the light of the sun; And the light of the sun will be seven times brighter than the light of the seven days [of the earth’s restoration Gen 1:2ff].  On that day, the Lord will bind up the fracture of His people and He will heal the bruise of His blow [the administration of the fifth cycle of discipline].”

7.  Isa 60:19-20, “No longer will you have the sun for light by day, nor for brightness will the moon give you reflected light.  But you will have the Lord for an eternal light and your God for your glory.  Your sun will set no more, neither will your moon wane; for you will have the Lord for an eternal light, and the days of your mourning will be finished.”

8.  Ezek 32:7-8.  Jesus Christ will cover the heavens with supernatural darkness.


9.  Amos 5:18.  The day of the Lord is darkness.


10.  Mt 24:29.  The sun will be darkened; the moon will not reflect its light; and the stars will fall from heaven.


11.  Joel 3:15-16.


12.  Rev 6:12.


13.  Lk 21:25-27.
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