1 Thes 5:1


is the postpositive transitional use of the particle DE, meaning “Now.”  With this we have the preposition PERI plus the genitive of relationship from the masculine plural article and noun CHRONOS, meaning “concerning the times.”  This is a reference to the organization of human history by God into categorical periods of time called dispensations.  The best translation for this word is “dispensations.”

1.  There are four Geek words used for time.


2.  OIKONOMIA, which is translated “dispensation.”


a.  It means the administration of a business or an estate, the management of a household.  It is translated by three words:  order (instead of chaos), a plan (instead of confusion), and arrangement (instead of disarray).  It connotes policy, administration and provision by God for believers in a period of history.  The translation “dispensation” originates from the policies and provisions of God for a particular historical era.



b.  The word is used in Eph 1:10, 3:2; Col 1:25.



c.  The word is now used as a technical theological term for an era of human history from the divine viewpoint.



d.  Those who translate this as “administration” are wrong; this word is more technical than that, and it must refer to dispensations as separate from all other types of administrations.


3.  The Greek word AION is generally translated “age.”  It refers to a dispensation as a category of human history such as the “age” of Israel or Church “age.”  Hence, the noun is used for divine categories in human history in such passages as Rom 16:25; Eph 3:9; Col 1:26.


4.  The Greek word KAIROS means time as an “epoch” or “era,” a chronological order or system, a period of time characterized by distinctive development within that period.  This word is used as a technical term for the dispensational categories of “the last times” in 1 Thes 5:1.  It is used for orientation to the Church Age in Rom 13:11, 8:18, 11:5.  It is used for orientation to the Jewish Age in Eph 2:11-12.  In Lk 21:24, it is used for the “times of the Gentiles” which runs co-terminously with the Church Age.  It is used for the word “epochs” in Acts 1:6-7.


5.  The Greek word CHRONOS means time as a succession of events.  It is used to portray the chronology of history or time as a series of points.  Occasionally, it is used for a section of time in chronology, which then refers to a dispensation.  In Rom 16:25, CHRONOS is used for all dispensations prior to the Church Age combined with AION).  Peter also used this word for dispensations in 1 Pet 1:20.  So this word is used three ways: time in its course, a section of time, i.e., a dispensation, a point of time.

is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the genitive of relationship from the masculine plural article and noun KAIROS, which means “epochs” and is a technical term for the dispensational organization of the last times, i.e., the Church Age, the Tribulation, and the Millennium.  The Granville-Sharp rule comes into play here.  We have two nouns connected by the conjunction KAI, each having their own article.  This means that the two nouns do not refer to the same thing, but to two different things.  CHRONOS refers to the entire subject of dispensations.  KAIROS refers to a specific part of the subject of dispensations, the last or end times: Church Age, Tribulation, and Millennium.
is the vocative masculine plural from the noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brethren,” a reminder that these are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, who have already received thorough teaching on the subject of dispensations and the end times of human history from Paul and his companions.

“Now concerning the dispensations and the last times, brethren,”
is the negative adverb OUK, meaning “no, not” and slams the door shut.  With this we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun CHREIA, meaning “need” and the second person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, meaning, “to have.


The present tense is descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the Thessalonian believers produce the action of the verb, being fully cognizant of the teaching of dispensations.


The indicative mood is a dogmatic statement of fact.  These believers learned this doctrine and fully understood it and it was not necessary for Paul to teach it again at this time.

 is the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you all.”
 is the present passive infinitive from the verb GRAPHW, meaning “to be written.”  The infinite is used as a substantive and functions as the indirect object of the verb ECHW.  The Greek structure literally says, “You do not have need to be written to you.”  This is somewhat idiomatic and we would add the word “anything” to smooth out the translation.

“you have no need to have anything written to you.”
1 Thes 5:1 corrected translation
“Now concerning the dispensations and the last times, brethren, you have no need to have anything written to you.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul and Timothy had already thoroughly taught and inculcated the Thessalonians in the doctrine of dispensations, especially the doctrines concerning the end times—the Church Age, Tribulation, and Millennium.  Therefore there was no need for him to write anything further at this time.

2.  But we need to make sure that there is no misunderstanding about the last times; therefore, a quick overview of
Doctrine of Dispensations
A.  Definition and Description

1.  A dispensation is a period of time in human history expressed in terms of divine revelation.  The inerrancy of the word of God is the source for looking at history from the divine viewpoint.  Therefore, dispensation is a technical theological term used primarily by the apostle Paul in the presentation of the mystery doctrine of this Church Age.


2.  Dispensations are divine categories of human history; therefore, both the divine outline and the divine interpretation of human history.  There are many interpretations of history, but the only accurate interpretation is dispensational, i.e., divine.


3.  Dispensations are the vehicle by which believers living at a specific time in history can orient to God’s will, plan, and purpose for their lives.  God’s plan is not the same for every dispensation. In fact, the plan is quite different in each dispensation.  The most difficult and subtle plan to learn by a believer is the Church Age or protocol plan of God.  Old Testament believers were under the ritual plan of God.  Our Lord Jesus Christ was under the incarnation plan of God.


4.  A dispensation is defined traditionally as a period of time during which a particular revelation of God’s mind and God’s will is operative, and during which man is tested as to his obedience to that specific manifestation of God’s will, purpose, and plan.  The believer’s orientation to both time and to human history is vitally necessary for understanding God’s plan and God’s purpose.


5.  Dispensations constitute the divine administration of history.  In fact, the Greek word translated “dispensations” also means administration of some organization.  Dr. H.A. Ironside defined dispensations in his book, In the Heavenlies, as follows, “It is an economy or a particular order or a condition of things prevailing in a special age which does not necessarily prevail in another age.”

6.  In every dispensation, God has a plan for believers, and in grace He provides the means for executing that plan.  We must understand the other dispensations and then learn why only one dispensation is called the “dispensation of grace” (Eph 3:2).


7.  While there is a different plan for believers in each dispensation, there is only one way of salvation throughout human history; i.e., personal faith in Jesus Christ.  In all of human history, there is only one Savior, Jesus Christ, and He is revealed in different ways in different dispensations.

B.  Categorical Outline of Dispensations.


1.  Theocentric dispensations are the two in the Old Testament:



a.  The dispensation of the Gentiles began with the creation of mankind and continued to the Exodus.




(1)  Era of positive volition was from the creation of man until the fall; the Garden of Eden era.  Volition and marriage as divine institutions both failed miserably under perfect environment.




(2)  Era of negative volition was from the fall of man to Abraham.  There were two more divine institutions:  family and nationalism.  This was the era of great disasters on the earth, such as the angelic infiltration of Gen 6, the flood, and the Tower of Babel.




(3)  Era of the patriarchs was from Abraham to Moses. Technically, the Gentiles began with the three sons of Noah:  Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  This era sees the creation of the new racial species, the Jewish race, which began with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  It includes the history of the Jews from Abraham to Moses.  Abraham was the father of the new racial species, created by God, when Abraham at age 99 was circumcised.  Circumcision was the demonstration of Abraham’s use of the faith-rest drill.  So this dispensation included both Jews and Gentiles without any client nation function.



b.  The dispensation of the Jews, or Israel, runs from the Exodus to the birth of Christ, B.C. 1441 until 4 B.C.  However, God gave Israel an additional seventy-four years into the Christocentric dispensations.  The Passover was the sign of the new dispensation.  The sign that they were about go out under the fifth cycle of discipline was the gift of tongues starting on the Day of Pentecost, which evangelized Jews in Gentile languages.




(1)  The Exodus was the calling out of Israel as God’s first client nation.




(2)  The Mosaic Covenant.




(3)  Three Unconditional Covenants:  Abrahamic, Palestinian, and Davidic.




(4)  The New Covenant to Israel which emphasizes how the other three covenants will be fulfilled in the Millennium.




(5)  There are five Jewish client nations in the Old Testament:





(a)  The Theocratic Kingdom, the Exodus to Samuel, B.C. 1441-1020.





(b)  The United Kingdom, Saul to Rehoboam, B.C. 1020-926.





(c)  The Northern Kingdom, Jeroboam to Hoshea, B.C. 926-721.





(d)  The Southern Kingdom, Rehoboam to Zedekiah, B.C. 926-586.





(e)  The Babylonian Captivity, B.C. 586-536, a period when there was no client nation, but instead visible heroes like Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, Zechariah.  This was a period of 70 years to give back to the Jews the 70 Sabbatical years that they had ignored over a period of 490 years.





(f)  Restoration of Israel as Judah, B.C. 536-4.





(g)  By 4 B.C., the Romans were occupying the land and Judah was no longer functioning as a client nation.  Yet the Jews were still given tremendous grace opportunities for 74 years, until 70 AD.  They were permitted to continue as a nation, but not as a client nation.





(h)  The final administration of the 5th cycle of discipline came when the Jews were completely wiped out and scattered across the earth in A.D. 70 (though Israel had not functioned as a client nation to God since 4 B.C.).


2.  Christocentric dispensations are two in the New Testament:



a.  The great power experiment of the Hypostatic Union runs from the birth of Christ in B.C. 4 to the resurrection and ascension of Christ in A.D. 30, a period of 33 years.  This is the time of the incarnation or First Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is the time of the Gospels.



b.  The great power experiment of the Church Age runs from the Day of Pentecost in 30 A.D. until the Rapture of the Church, time unknown by all but God.  It is divided into two parts:




(1)  The pre-Canon period, the time of the Book of Acts and temporary spiritual gifts, runs from 30 - 96 A.D.




(2)  The post-Canon period, the period at present, runs from 96 A.D. to the Rapture of the Church.  This is the era of the epistles of the New Testament and permanent spiritual gifts.


3.  Eschatological dispensations are two:



a.  The Tribulation or Doomsday dispensation, the great power struggle from the Rapture of the Church to the Second Advent, also called Daniel’s 70th week, is technically the end of the Jewish Age.  From the Book of Revelation it must also be classified as the time of Satan’s desperation, lasting seven years.  It is prophesied in the Old Testament as well as by our Lord in the Olivet Discourse of Mt 24-25, in most of His parables, and by John in the Book of Revelation, chapters 6-19.



b.  The Millennial reign of Christ runs from the Second Advent of Christ to the end of human history, lasting 1000 years.  It is the time of the restoration of Israel and the fulfillment of their unconditional covenants.  Israel will again be the client nation in history for the last 1000 years.  It is a time of perfect environment on the earth.  It is preceded by the judgment of the Baptism of Fire, so that only believers will enter the Millennium.  At the end of the Millennium is the judgment of unbelievers and fallen angels. Sequentially, it includes:




(1)  The Second Advent of Christ.




(2)  The judgment of the human race coming out of the Tribulation, the Baptism of the Fire, in which there are two separate judgments:  that of the Gentiles and that of the Jews.




(3)  The restoration of Israel.




(4)  The Millennial rule of Jesus Christ.




(5)  The Gog Revolution.




(6)  The final judgments of history:  the judgment of fallen angels who are cast into the Lake of Fire, and the resurrection and judgment of all unbeliever homo sapiens at the Great White Throne who are cast into the Lake of Fire.


4.  The Eternal State includes:




(1)  All believers in resurrection bodies forever.




(2)  The destruction of the present universe.




(3)  The creation of a new universe.

C.  Application.


1.  All these dispensations revolve around the Church Age.  The Church Age is the greatest dispensation of opportunity that has ever existed.


2.  Believers will survive both the disaster of the Tribulation and the prosperity of the Millennium.  But never before has the grace of God provided so much for the individual believer as He has provided for you.


3.  So you need neither doomsday nor prosperity for blessing.  You can have both and still have fantastic blessing.
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