1 Thes 4:18


is the conjunction HWSTE, which is used to introduce an independent clause and a conclusion from what has preceded.  It is translated “For this reason” or “Therefore.”
 is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to call along side for help;” hence, “to encourage, comfort, cheer up.”

The present tense is an iterative present for something that takes place at different times throughout each believer’s life—the death of loved one’s.  This is also a static present for a command that continues throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are commanded to produce the action of the verb.


The imperative mood is a command.

 is the second person masculine plural accusative direct object from the reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLWN, meaning “one another.”
is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the masculine plural article HO, the noun LOGOS, and the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “with these doctrines.”
1 Thes 4:18 corrected translation
“Therefore comfort one another with these doctrines.”
Explanation:
1.  The resurrection of every believer of the Church Age is the only doctrine we have with which to face death ourselves and to comfort others who have lost loved ones.

2.  You can’t comfort a reversionist who has rejected God, Bible doctrine, the authority of the word of God, and the teaching of their right pastor.  For them the loss of a loved one is the grief without hope of the unbeliever.

3.  You are not commanded to rejoice when others are in grief, but to comfort others with the compassionate and gracious reminder that their loved one is absent from the body and face-to-face with the Lord, and will have the greatest, most wonderful, and beautiful body they could ever imagine for all eternity—a resurrection body.

4.  You are commanded to be a source of comfort and refreshment to others in their time of grief.  This doesn’t mean you can’t be happy and continue to enjoy life and express your capacity for life.  But your focus should be on graciously helping those who have lost a loved one to remember the Rapture of the Church and our eternal state with the Lord Jesus Christ.

5.  You cannot execute the command of this verse without being filled with the Spirit, having metabolized doctrine circulating in your stream of consciousness, learning and applying the problem solving devices, and executing the three stages of the adult spiritual life.

6.  The spiritually adult believer has the opportunity to be a source of comfort for others as our Lord was a comfort for others at the death of one of his best friends, John 11:1-46.

Background.


It is spring of AD 30, the last year of our Lord’s ministry on earth during the First Advent.  It is about ten days before the Passover.  Our Lord is across the Jordan river at the site where John the Baptist used to baptize, and where our Lord’s ministry first began.  Our Lord has been here for about three months and the Jews are actively searching for Him to kill Him.  Jn 10:22-23, 30-31, 39-40.

Verse 1, “Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus from Bethany, from the village of Mary and Martha her sister.”  Bethany was located less than two miles southeast of Jerusalem, about a twenty minute walk.

Verse 2, “Now Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother, Lazarus, was sick.”  Mary’s anointing of our Lord with expensive perfume does not happen until some time later after our Lord left Jerusalem, stayed for a short time in Ephraim and then returned six days before the Passover and His crucifixion, Jn 12:1ff

Verse 3, “Therefore the sisters sent for Him, saying, `Lord, behold, the one whom You love [an idiom for “our brother”] is sick.’”  At this time Jesus was staying across the Jordan river at the place where John the Baptist used to baptize.  This was about twenty miles away—a full day’s walk.  So even if Jesus came immediately, He could have gotten there within two days.

Verse 4, “Now after hearing, Jesus said, `This illness is not for the purpose of death, but for the glory of God, in order that the Son of God might be glorified by it.’”  Our Lord knew that Lazarus’ illness would not be the cause of his death.  He knew that God the Father had provided an opportunity for Him to manifest one of the greatest signs of His Messiahship through what was about to happen.

Verse 5, “Now Jesus loved [AGAPAO=virtue love] Martha and her sister and Lazarus.”  Notice that John reverses the order here and lists Martha first.  This is because she is the one who first welcome into their home and to whom our Lord had to exercise the most impersonal love, Lk 10:38-42.

Verse 6, “Therefore, when He heard that he was sick, then He remained in the place in which He was two days.”  Our Lord stayed at the Jordan twice as long as it would have taken for Him to return to Bethany.  He did this deliberately for a reason.

Verse 7, “Then after this [two days], He said to the disciples, `Let us go into Judea again.’”  Now the timing was right for the return to Bethany.  Our Lord always did everything at just the right time.  There is a right time to stay put and a right time to pick up and move out.

Verse 8, “The disciples kept on saying to Him, `Rabbi, the Jews were recently seeking to stone You, and You are returning there again?’”  Only three months ago the Jews tried desperately to kill Jesus by stoning, and now He is ready to return to face the Cross.  His disciples do not yet know this.  Our Lord sees His destiny before Him and is ready to face it as part of the Father’s plan for His life.  And as another sign of His Messiahship He will perform the greatest miracle of His earthly ministry.

Verse 9, “Jesus answered, `Are there not twelve hours of daytime?  If anyone walks during the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world.’”  God has allotted the daytime for men to do their work.  Our Lord knew that He only had so much time in which to do the work of the Father.  He must continue to do what He was sent to do was there was time left.  As long as there is light and man can see what he is doing and knows what is going on around Him in the world.  Therefore, he does not stumble and fall while doing what he should be doing.  While the disciples were concerned about our Lord risking His life, our Lord was concerned about doing the will of the Father while He still had time.  If He were to hide from the Jews who sought to kill Him now, He would out of the will of the Father for His life and stumble in His mission to go to the Cross.

Verse 10, “`But if anyone walks during the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.’”  If our Lord tried to fulfill the Father’s plan while hiding from His enemies, then He would have stumbled in fear from His perfect righteousness and the metabolized doctrine in His soul would not be the light guiding Him.  You cannot be afraid to do the will of God and do the will of God.  As long as our Lord remained in the plan of God and under the perfect will of the Father, no amount of Jews with unlimited number of rocks could kill Him.  Our Lord was absolutely fearless in the face of certain death.

Verse 11, “He said these things, and after this He said to them, `Lazarus, our friend, has laid down to rest, but I am going in order that I might awaken him.’”  Our Lord is referring to the death of Lazarus, which has already taken place, though the disciples do not know it yet.  They misunderstand the Lord’s language; assuming that Lazarus has only laid down on his bed to rest for a few days and as soon as he is well will recover.  Our Lord does not say that Lazarus has died, because He knows that He will raise him from the dead and will only seem to Lazarus as if he had a nice long rest for a few days prior to recovering from his illness.  This misunderstanding results in the disciples’ next comment.

Verse 12, “Therefore, the disciples said to Him, `Lord, if he laid down to rest, he will get well.’”    In spite, of Mary and Martha’s urgent message for our Lord to return, His two day delay has made the disciples think that this must not be a serious illness and Lazarus will recover after a short rest.  The statement of the disciples here is a natural conclusion as far as they are concerned.  Lazarus is sick and has lain down to rest for a few days.  As soon as he has rested, he will recover and get well.  What they do not know is that Lazarus will die unexpectedly and provide the opportunity for our Lord to demonstrate He is in fact the God-Man.

Verse 13, “Now Jesus had spoken about his [Lazarus’] death, but they thought that He was speaking about the sleep [KOIMESIS] of sleep [HUPNOS].”  John adds this parenthetical sentence to explain the disciples misunderstanding.

Verse 14, “Therefore, Jesus then said to them plainly, `Lazarus is dead.’”  Seeing the confusion of the disciples, our Lord tells them directly exactly what He meant.  Our Lord knew from His deity that Lazarus was already dead; therefore, the need to get up and move out back to Bethany now.

Verse 15, “`and I rejoice for your sakes in order that you might believe, that I was not there; but let us go to him.’”  Our Lord’s sentence continues right on.  He is happy that He was not present at Lazarus’ death, because had He been there, He would have resuscitated Lazarus and his disciples would have thought that Lazarus had not really died.  But having waited the two extra days and now taking another day to travel to Bethany, Lazarus’ death would be absolutely confirmed.  Therefore, when our Lord raises him from the dead, the disciples will know beyond any shadow of a doubt that He is the Messiah and that the raising of Lazarus is one of the greatest signs of His deity.  The death and resuscitation of Lazarus was designed by God the Father in eternity past to strengthen the faith of the disciples just prior to physical death of our Lord.  There is a perfect plan and design for the death of every believer.  God’s timing is always perfect, especially in the death of his own children.

Verse 16, “Therefore, Thomas, who is called Didumos (The Twin), said to his fellow disciples, `Let us also go in order that we may die with Him.’”  Thomas was paired with Matthew, Mt 10:3; Lk 6:15.  He was the disciple who did not believe that the other disciples had seen Jesus in resurrection body, Jn 20:24-25, and then believed when our Lord appeared to the disciples when Thomas was with them eight days later Jn 20:26-29.  When Thomas made this statement, he did not believe that our Lord would be raised from the dead.  He was resigned to the fact that eventually the Jews would catch up with all of them and put them to death, so they might as well go with Jesus and meet their fate.  He is saying in effect, “We might as well go along with Him and get it over with.”
Verse 17, “Therefore, after having come, Jesus found that he had already been in the tomb four days.”  It took one day for our Lord to get back to Bethany.  He waited at the Jordan two days after hearing that Lazarus was sick.  It took one day for the messengers to get to Jesus from Bethany with the news that Lazarus was ill.  It appears that Lazarus died one the same day that word was sent to Jesus and buried that same day.  The fact that Lazarus was now four days in a tomb left no doubt to anyone that he had in fact died.  This is not a case of someone appearing to be dead, yet still alive being buried in a tomb.

Verse 18, “Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about fifteen stades.”
A stade is a Greek measure of distance.  To the Greeks it was 600 Greek feet.  To the Romans it was 625 Roman feet (they had smaller feet).  To the English it is 607 feet or about 185 meters.  607 feet times 15 stades equals 9105 feet or a little over 1.7 miles.

Verse 19, “Now many of the Jews had been coming to Martha and Mary in order to console them concerning their brother.”  Martha, Mary and Lazarus had many friends in and around Jerusalem, and there was a constant stream of visitors coming to pay their respects.  There is nothing wrong with trying to console friends and loved ones when they suffer the loss of someone.  Our passage, 1 Thes 4:18, commands us to comfort one another with the doctrines concerning the resurrection of all believers.  Yet, these people who came did not know or did not understand the Church Age doctrines concerning resurrection and the Rapture of the Church, and therefore, could provide no real comfort to these women, as we shall see in the coming verses.  The only One who can provide this kind of comfort is God.  And that is just what He is about to do.

Verse 20, “Therefore Martha, when she heard that Jesus had come, met Him, but Mary continued to remain in the house.”  Our Lord was still outside the village of Bethany when Martha got word that He was almost there.  So she immediately left and went to meet Him.  Mary did not yet know that He had arrived.  The messengers told Martha first because she was the older sister.  Martha had evidently told the messengers to come to her first and tell her but not Mary.  Martha was a little upset and had a few things to get off her chest, and she didn’t want her little sister around when she did so.

Verse 21,”Therefore Martha said to Jesus, `Lord, if You had kept on being here [but You did not}, my brother would not have died.’”

a.  There verb used by Martha is very important here.  It is the imperfect active indicative of EIMI, to be.  The imperfect denotes continuous action in past time.  In other words, Martha was saying “If you had stayed here and hadn’t gone away, this would have never happened.  Therefore, it is all Your fault.”

b.  The conditional particle EI with the indicative mood indicates this is a second-class condition, which states a contrary to fact condition.  The premise is assumed to be contrary to fact.


c.  Martha is deeply hurt by the death of her brother.  She cannot deal with the pain, so she becomes angry.  Knowing that it is wrong for her to be angry, she must find an excuse or justification for her anger.  So she blames God.  We know she blames God, because she called Jesus KURIOS, Lord—the Greek title for deity.


d.  Martha is indignant, angry, self-righteous, and has her blame thrower on full automatic.  This is exactly what we do when others hurt us.

Verse 22, “`Even now I know that whatever You ask God, God will do for You.’”  Martha is still angry and continues to tread on thin ice.  She is saying in effect, “Even though You failed, You can still make up for it by asking God the Father to give life back to my brother.  Notice that she didn’t expect Jesus to be able to do this Himself.  She expected God the Father to do it for Him.  In other words, she had no confidence in Him to do raise Lazarus Himself.  She is thinking, “If He let Him die, then He certainly won’t raise my brother from the dead.”
Verse 23, “Jesus kept on saying to her, `Your brother will rise up [come back to life].’”

a.  How do you deal with an irate woman?  You keep repeating the truth them over and over again until it breaks through their irrationality and they start thinking again.  This is exactly what our Lord did.  He didn’t shout at her.  He didn’t get angry at her.  He just kept calmly repeating the truth to her.


b.  To what did Jesus refer, when He said `Your brother will rise up?’  He was referring to two events: the resuscitation of Lazarus, which was about to take place, and to his resurrection in the future after he died again.


c.  Our puts this statement in the indicative mood—it is a dogmatic fact that there will be a resurrection from the dead.  If had used the subjunctive mood or optative mood, we could all worry about whether or not it is really going to happen.  But the indicative mood is a dogmatic statement of absolute fact.

Verse 24, “Martha replied to Him, `I know that He will rise in the resurrection in the last day.’”

a.  Our Lord was successful in getting Martha to stop emoting and start thinking again.  However, her thinking on the subject of resurrection is still not clear.


b.  She is aware of the final resurrection of the dead.  She is either not aware or confused about the resurrection at the end of the Tribulation, when the Tribulational martyrs and Old Testament believers receive their resurrection bodies.  So she skips right over this resurrection and goes to the final resurrection of all millennial believers at the end of the Millennium.

Verse 25, “Jesus said to her, `I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me shall live, even if he dies,’”

a.  Rather than give her a doctrinal dissertation on the subject of resurrection to correct her misperception, our Lord goes right to an absolute truth of doctrine: “I am the resurrection and the life.”


(1)  Our Lord Jesus Christ is the sum total of resurrection from the dead.  Anyone who believes in Him will share in that resurrection.  This is the Great Promise of Scripture.  This is the central truth of the Bible.  This is the whole purpose of faith in Christ for salvation.



(2)  Our Lord Jesus Christ is also The Life.  He is the epitome of life.  He is more than just alive.  He is life itself.  And those who believe in Him will share His eternal life.


b.  Then our Lord makes the most dramatic statement of His entire earthly ministry: “he who believes in Me shall live, even if he dies.”  No truth could be plainer.  No doctrine could be clearer.  If you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ you will live even if you die.  This was the point of doctrine Paul explained to the Thessalonians in our passage—the dead in Christ shall rise first.

Verse 26, “‘and everyone who is alive and believes in Me will never die forever; do you believe this?’”

1. Our Lord continues his sentence with a dogmatic statement of absolute truth, that any one who believes in Him while alive on earth will not only not die, but will absolutely not die forever.  This is a double negative in Greek coupled with the idiomatic prepositional phrase EIS TON AIONA, meaning “forever.”  This is as dogmatic as you can possibly be in Greek.


2.  Then our Lord asks the pertinent question to Martha.  Does she believe this?  He knows that she does.  She knows that she does.  And they both know that Lazarus did while he was alive on earth.  The question brought Martha out of her grief immediately.

Verse 27, “She replied to Him, `Yes, Lord, I have believed in the past with the result that I keep on believing that You are the Christ, the Son of God, the One who comes into the world.’”

1.  Martha answers our Lord with her own dogmatic statement of faith.  She became a believer in the past and she continues to believe that He is the Christ, God’s unique Son who came into the world to save all who would believe in Him.


2.  She recognizes His deity (“Lord; Son of God”).  She recognizes His hypostatic union and mission (“Christ”).  And she recognizes His humanity (“the One who comes into the world”).

Verse 28, “Then having said this, she left and called for Mary, her sister, and said secretly, ‘The Teacher is here and He is calling for you.’”

1.  The lesson Jesus had just taught Martha was not lost on her.  She understood immediately that regardless of the fact her brother’s body was dead; he was alive.  There was nothing left to say or do, so she left, secure in the knowledge that everything was just as God wanted it to be.


2.  So she goes immediately back to her home.  Martha tells her where the Lord was and that He wanted to see her.  Notice that Martha does this secretly to protect the Lord from those seeking His life.


3.  The fact that John does not quote Jesus telling Martha that He wanted to see Mary does not make Martha a liar or mean that Martha made this up to get Mary to go see Jesus.  This was simply John’s style of narrating the events that happened without including every minute detail.


4.  Martha now has refocused on the person of our Lord and is occupied with Him.  She calls Him “Teacher” because He just did what He did so often, He corrected a misunderstanding and a misperception by teaching the truth of the word of God.  She was totally in awe of His ability to teach her a most valuable lesson in the face of her rotten mental attitude.

Verse 29, “So when she heard her, she got up quickly and went to Him.”  This was the immediate response and instant obedience of positive volition.  Would that all of us would obey the Lord as she did.

Verse 30, “Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met Him.”

1.  Our Lord had not moved an inch.  Why?


2.  Most importantly, this was a test of positive volition, which Mary passed with flying colors.


3.  Our Lord was probably still resting from the twenty-mile walk.


4.  He may have wanted some privacy to speak with Mary, but as we shall see, this was not going to happen.

Verse 31, “Therefore, when the Jews who were with her in the house and consoling her observed that Mary got up quickly and departed, they followed her, thinking that she was going to the grave in order to cry there.”

1.  Mary was probably crying when Martha came to her and was probably still crying when she got up and left in a hurry.  However, her sadness was now mixed with the weeping of joy at the return of the Lord.


2.  The crowd watching her, not knowing of Jesus’ return, naturally assumed that she was crying for her brother and going to his grave.  They assumed they knew where she was going so there was no rush to catch up with her.  They could follow safely at a distance and feel sorry for her.


3.  Mary was instantly obedient to the Lord, not hesitating to do what He wanted—coming to Him.

Verse 32, “Therefore, when Mary came where Jesus was, after seeing Him, she fell at His feet, saying to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.”

1.  Mary came to the general location where Jesus was.  She picked Him out of the crowd, rushed to Him, and then fell at his feet.


2.  Then she makes the most remarkable statement.  In the Greek it says:



Notice the contrast with what Martha said:



The difference is the placement of the personal pronoun MOU, meaning “my.”  She said the same thing, but said it differently.  She wasn’t standing up to the Lord telling Him off from her arrogance and preoccupation with self.  She was at His feet in a total state of humility and helplessness.  Her posture reflected her mental attitude.  This was not an accusation.  She was in such grief that she could not even talk straight.  She too recognized the deity of Christ.  But she makes a statement of fact in recognition of the graciousness of the Lord, not because she is angry at Him.  Therefore, our Lord has a totally different response to Mary than the response He had to Martha.

Verse 33, “Therefore when Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who had come with her weeping, He was indignant in spirit and agitated Himself.”

1.  There are two key words in this verse.



a.  The first key word here is the aorist active indicative third person singular from the verb EMBRIMAOMAI, which means “to warn sternly or to scold”.  It is used this way in Mk 1:43; 14:5; and Mt 9:30.  The word was used as an expression of anger and displeasure from the time of Aeschylus in the 5th century B.C.



b.  The second key word is the aorist active indicative from the verb TARASSW, which means “to disturb, to unsettle, to throw into confusion, when used of mental and spiritual agitation and confusion, especially caused by false teachings, Acts 15:24.


2.  All of this weeping and wailing made our Lord indignant.   No one demonstrated any evidence that they believed in life after death, the grace of God in the salvation of the soul, or the resurrection of the dead.  These religious Jews were doing nothing but making matters worse for Mary and Martha.


3.  What a contrast this scene is with Abraham offering his son Isaac; or David after the death of his first-born son from Bathsheba.


4.  As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, Martha and Mary should be the ones comforting and evangelizing these Jews who were weeping and wailing.

Verse 34, “Then He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’  They said to Him, ‘Lord, come and see.’”

1.  Notice that Jesus does not address Mary, but the Jews who were with her.  What He was about to do was done for them, not for the sisters.


2.  Notice also that these Jews addressed Him as “Lord.”  It was the believers with no doctrine, no faith, no trust who answered Him.

Verse 35, “Jesus began to weep.”

1.  This is the ingressive aorist tense, which looks at an action in its entirety, but regards it from the standpoint of the beginning of an action that continued.


2.  The humanity of our Lord felt such compassion for his friend Mary and love for his friend Lazarus that He could not help but express His feelings for both at this moment.  He was not crying for Lazarus who was already in a compartment of Hades called Paradise, but for Mary who was suffering greatly and in a terrible state of confusion, yet trusting in Him for help.


3.  The creator of the universe was not ashamed to cry in public; so much for machoism.  There is a right time to cry, and that time is most certainly when those we love are in pain and suffering.

Verse 36, “Therefore the Jews kept on saying, ‘Behold how much He loved him.’”  Naturally they had no idea what was going on and completely misinterpreted our Lord’s actions.  He wasn’t crying for Lazarus, but for His dear friends who were suffering and for the world of unbelievers who had no hope of life after death without faith in Him.

Verse 37, “But some of them said, ‘Was this one who opened the eyes of the blind not able to do anything in order that he also might not die?’”  This is the rhetorical question of negative volition.  This was said by those who would never believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  As we shall see, even after the resuscitation of Lazarus, these people will still not believe in Christ.

Verse 38, “Therefore though Jesus was again agitated in himself, He went to the grave.  Now it was a cave and a stone was laying on it.”

1.  Again our Lord is faced with negative volition and maligned, which agitated Him.  He did not get angry; He did not say anything; He did not get out of fellowship with God the Father.  He did not sin.  Instead He continued on with the Father’s plan and went to the grave.


2.  The fact that a large stone was placed over the entrance of the grave is to let us know that no one had been able to get inside to provide any medicine, food, water, etc. to Lazarus during this period, in case some one should allege that Lazarus really wasn’t dead during this period.  Everyone truly thought that he was dead, which he was.

Verse 39, “Jesus said, ‘Remove the stone.’  Martha, the sister of the one who had come to an end, said to Him, ‘Lord, he now stinks, for it is four days.’”

1.  The stone had to be removed since was not going to be a resurrection but a resuscitation.  Lazarus could not move the stone by himself from within the cave.  So four or five big strong men had to go lift the stone out of the way.


2.  Martha the Mouth bursts forth with another unnecessary comment from negative volition.  She has already forgotten what our Lord had said to her less than an hour ago.  She had no faith that our Lord was going to raise her brother from the dead.  Notice that Peter did well on this occasion.  He didn’t say anything; he was beginning to learn to shut up and listen.


3.  Jesus knew that it had been four days since Lazarus had died; He had told Thomas when the messengers came to him that Lazarus was dead.

Verse 40, “Jesus said to her, `Did I not say to you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?’”

Jesus stops again to teach a believer a principle of doctrine, so that they will understand what is about to happen.  Mary was positive; Jesus didn’t have to teach her.  She already understood and believed.  Martha was a believer, yet negative to doctrine.  She needed doctrine, and our Lord continued to provide doctrine for her in spite of her negative volition.  The job of the communicator of doctrine is to teach doctrine, especially to those who are negative to doctrine, because it is the grace of God reaching out to them and their only chance for spiritual understanding and growth.

Verse 41, “Therefore they lifted up the stone.  But Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, ‘Father, I give thanks to You that You heard Me.’”

1.  I like to think that to group of men who went over and lifted up the stone were the same group of men who maligned our Lord from their negative volition because He couldn’t keep Lazarus from dying.  Since they were religious legalists and doing works to be saved, it would be appropriate for them to do some more works and hustle over to the cave and lift the stone.  If it was them, then they probably were saying something under their breath like “We’ll show this faker.  We’ll make it easy for Him.”

2.  While the work of lifting the stone was going on, Jesus was also doing some work of His own, lifting up His eyes to heaven and giving thanks to God for already hearing His prayer.  What prayer, you say?  The prayers He was probably saying during that twenty-mile walk from the Jordan river to Bethany.  The prayers that He was probably saying while waiting for Mary to come to Him.  The prayers He was saying while they walked to the tomb.


3.  Notice that the prayers He had for others and for Himself were done in private and are not mentioned in the passage.  But the prayer of thanksgiving to God the Father is made publicly for all to know that:



a.  Jesus prayed to the Father privately.



b.  Jesus depended upon the provision of the Father.



c.  Jesus was occupied with the Father.



d.  Jesus was thankful for all that the Father did for Him.



e.  The credit for this miracle belonged to the Father.

Verse 42, “In fact I have known that You always hear Me, but because of crowd [mob] who are standing around I spoke, in order that they might believe that You have sent Me.’”

1.  Our Lord knew all of His life that God the Father heard His prayers.  The first prayer He gave in hypostatic union was given as a baby in a feeding trough in a barn in Bethlehem, Heb 10.


2.  The purpose of our Lord’s prayer of thanks to the Father was so that the unbelievers and negative believers standing around would believe that God the Father had sent Him as His Son to be the savior of the world.  Our Lord always gave the credit to God the Father for everything in His earthly ministry.  How much more so should we?

Verse 43, “And after saying these things, He shouted with a great voice, `Lazarus, come here outside.’”

1.  Our Lord did not have to go into the cave.  He simply had to speak and the soul and human spirit were restored to the body of Lazarus.


2.  Why the loud voice?  So no one in the crowd would misunderstand what was said.


3.  It is interesting that our Lord did not use a verb in the imperative mood to order Lazarus to come out of the grave.  Instead, He used an adverb of place DEURO, which means, “come, come here.”
Verse 44, “He who had died came out, having his feet and hands bound together with strips of burial cloth, and his face had been wrapped with a face cloth.  Jesus said to them, `Untie him and let him go.’”

1.  Lazarus had his hands and feet wrapped with strips of burial cloth and his face covered with a burial cloth.  He couldn’t see to get out of the cave.  He couldn’t feel his way out with his hands.  And he couldn’t walk.  Not only was it a miracle that he was alive, but it was a miracle how he got out of the cave.  It was not under his own human power, but the supernatural power of God that brought him out.


2.  The crowd was struck with awe.  No one moved or said a word.  Our Lord broke the silence with a command to untie him.  Everyone was probably afraid to go near him, not knowing he was indeed a living human being.

Verse 45, “Therefore many of the Jews who had come to Mary and observed what He had done believed in Him.”  Notice that many of the Jews who had come to console Mary and Martha were unbelievers.  But this miracle was undeniable proof that Jesus was in fact the Messiah, and so they believed in Him.

Verse 46, “But some of them went away to the Pharisees and told them the things which Jesus had done.”  No matter what God does, there will always be those who will not believe.  This miracle would be the final motivation for the Pharisees to have our Lord put to death, Jn 11:53, “So from that day on they planned together to kill Him.”
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