1 Thes 1:9



 - is the nominative subject from the masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS used with the third person plural ending in the verb APAGGELLW (coming up) to mean “They themselves.”

a.  This is a reference to other believers in Macedonia and Achaia who passed through Thessaly, saw for themselves how many Gentiles in the city had accepted Christ as savior and were now learning Bible doctrine, and then reported this information to Paul in Corinth.


b.  This word is placed first in the sentence to draw attention to the importance of what the other believers in Greece were saying about the Thessalonians.

 - is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For you see” or “For.”
 - is the preposition PERI plus the genitive of reference from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “concerning us” or “about us.”
 - is the third person plural present active indicative from the verb APAGGELLW, which means “report, announce, tell, inform; proclaim.”

The present tense is a descriptive or pictorial present, which describes to the readers what is now going on as the writer is writing.  This tells us that Paul wrote this epistle as soon as he had received the report about what was happening in Thessalonica.


The active voice indicates that other believers in Greece produce the action of reporting about the Thessalonians to Paul.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.


a.  Paul was receiving reports about the positive volition of the Thessalonians to the gospel and to the teaching of doctrine from other believers throughout Macedonia and Achaia who visited him while he was living in Corinth for three years.


b.  The positive volition was so overwhelming and so dynamic that Paul did not even need to send out Timothy, Silas, Luke or someone else to check on the progress of the Thessalonians.  Other believers were just naturally coming to Paul and over and over again telling him what an impact doctrine was having among the unbelievers there.

“For they themselves report about us”

 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular correlative pronoun HOPOIOS, which means “what sort of.”  With this we have the accusative feminine singular from the noun EISODOS, meaning “entrance, access” hence it is used for the idea of a “welcome or reception.”  The words are translated “what sort of reception.”
 - is the first person plural aorist active indicative from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have: we had.”

The aorist tense is constative aorist which looks at Paul’s entrance, welcome and stay in Thessalonia in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Paul and his companions produce the action—having a positive reception in Thessalonia.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 - is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of association from the second person plural personal pronoun SU meaning “with you.”
“What sort of reception we had with you”

a. The positive volition of the Thessalonians began when Paul and Silas first arrived there to give the gospel, and never stopped.


b.  Here Paul is reminding the Thessalonians what a wonderful positive reception the gospel received and how this had become famous throughout Greece.


c.  Many churches will be known throughout eternity.  Some will be known for their negative volition, some will be known for their positive volition.


d.  No church maintains positive volition to doctrine or correct doctrinal teaching for very long.  Either the church brings in a pastor who does know his theology, or the church joins a denomination, or the believers in that area are distracted by the world away from doctrine.

 - is the simple connective conjunction KAI plus the interrogative particle PWS, meaning “and how” or “and in what way.”
 - is the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EPISTREPHW, which when used in the active voice in the figurative sense of a change of mind or of a course of action; it means “to turn.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the change of mind of the Thessalonians as unbelievers in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the Thessalonians produced the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of direction from the masculine singular article and the noun THEOS, meaning “toward God.”
 - is the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the neuter plural article and noun EIDWLON, meaning “away from idols.”
 - is the present active infinitive from the verb DOULEUW, which means “to serve.”

The present tense is a retroactive progressive present, which describes an action that has begun in the past but continues on into the present.


The active voice indicates that the Thessalonian believers produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, which indicates the purpose of the Thessalonian believers in turning away from idols—to serve the living God.

 - is the dative of direct object from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “God” and the adjectival use of the dative masculine singular present active participle from the verb ZAW, meaning “living” plus the simple connective conjunction KAI and the adjective ALĒTHINW, meaning “true” in the sense “Of God in contrast to other gods, who are not real.”  The phrase is translated “the living and true God.”  Note the absence of the article, which indicates the high quality of the noun THEOS.
“and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God.”
1 Thes 1:9 corrected translation
“For they themselves report about us what sort of reception we had with you and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul mentions two things that were most impressive about the Thessalonian believers, and both things are related to their volition.


a.  They were positive to the gospel and the teaching of doctrine.


b.  They rejected idolatry immediately.

2.  It was no easy thing to reject idolatry in the ancient world.  To do so brought on a number of problems.


a.  Idolatry centered on the local temples and gods.  If you stopped worshipping publicly you were considered a traitor to the city and could be punished with death.


b.  The temple was the local market.  After the animals were sacrificed, you could buy their meat for food.  This really offended the Jewish believers.  So you were in danger of being ostracized by other Christians.


c.  The temple was the city bank where all finances were kept and loans were given.  If you stopped offering to the idols no one in business trusted you any more and would not lend you money.  Or the city would confiscate your money in the temple because you were now considered a criminal.

Doctrine of Idolatry
A.  Idolatry is always forbidden by God in any form, Ex 20:3, 23, 23:24; Dt 4:28, 5:7, 6:14, 7:16, 8:19.  The first commandment of the Decalogue prohibits mental idolatry; the second commandment prohibits overt idolatry, Ex 20:1-6; Dt 5:6-10.

B.  Idolatry is analogous to spiritual adultery.  Spiritual adultery was often used in the Old Testament as a synonym for apostasy.  Jer 3:8-10; Ezek 16:23-43, 23:24-30; Rev 17:1-5.

C.  Idolatry is caused by rejection of Jesus Christ as savior.  Rejection of Christ creates a vacuum, and into that vacuum is drawn idolatry, Rom 1:18-25.  Idolatry begins in the mind and proceeds to overt practice, Judg2:10-13; Ezek 14:7.

D.  Demon possession functions under the principle of idolatry, Zech 10:2.

E.  Idolatry is called the devil’s communion table, 1 Cor 10:19-21.

F.  Idolatry plus emotional revolt of the soul produces psychosis and neurosis, Jer 50:38.

G.  Idolatry is related to the sexual sins of immoral degeneracy, the Phallic Cult and every other form of immoral degeneracy.


1.  Idolatry is related to sexual sins in Ezek 22:3-18, 23:37-49; Lev 18:3-25; 1 Cor 6:9.  This includes abnormal sexual sins, as noted in Dt 12:29-31.


2.  In Jer 9:14, “But they followed the scar tissue of their hearts and after the Baals, in which their fathers had trained them.”  The phallic cult came from the Phoenicians.


3.  The phallic cult includes all kinds of immorality such as incest, fornication, homosexuality, bestiality, demonism, human sacrifice, rejection of authority, and social degeneracy.


4.  The entire religious background of the Phoenician phallic cult is found in the epic of Ugarit.  God the Father is counterfeited by the god El.  The Son is counterfeited by Baal.  Baal has a struggle once a year with Mot, the god of death, and he dies (the counterfeit of the cross).  Baal had a wife-sister, Anoth, who finds his body and brings it back to life (the counterfeit of the resurrection).  She is the goddess of sex, murder, warfare, and love.  In Phoenician she is Ashtarti; in Latin she is Venus.


5.  Idolatry combines demon possession with the Phallic cult, one of Satan’s greatest systems of religion.  Idolatry, demonism, and immoral degeneracy are a manifestation of being an unbeliever.  
6.  Idolatry became a basis for every imaginable sin under the Phallic cult.

H.  Idolatry is related to demonism in Lev 20:6.

I.  Idolatry is related to human sacrifice, Lev 20:1-5.

J.  Idolatry is related to rejection of authority, Lev 20:9.

K.  Idolatry is a part of social degeneracy, Lev 20:10-23.
L.  Idolatry results in the national judgment of the fifth cycle of discipline, Isa 2:8, 18-20, 21:9, 36:18-20, 37:12-19; Jer 3:6-11, 2:27-30, 7:17-20, 17:1-4; Ezek 6:4-6.

I

M.  While the believer can enter immoral degeneracy, idolatry and demon possession are sins of the unbeliever only.  Believers can, however, be influenced by demons through living in the cosmic systems or by immoral degeneracy.  Therefore, two categories of people become involved in idolatry.


1.  The unbeliever in immoral degeneracy.  The sins of immoral degeneracy are always related to the practice of idolatry on the part of the unbeliever.



a.  1 Cor 6:9-11, “Or do you not know that the unrighteous [the unbeliever] shall not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor Katamites [male homosexual prostitutes], nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor greedy people [pimps or panderers], nor drunkards, nor abusive persons, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God.  And such were some of you; but you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit of our God.”


b.  Eph 5:5, “For you know this principle of application if you have learned the pertinent doctrine, that every male prostitute, either a pervert or a pimp who is an idolater, will not have an inheritance in the kingdom of God.”


c.  Rev 21:7-8, “He who overcomes [believer] shall inherit these things, and I will be His God and he will be My son.  But for the coward-unbelievers [Granville Sharp rule}, [now we have various categories of coward-unbelievers listed] both the detestable and the murderers, both fornicators and drug abusers, and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”

2.  The believer in immoral degeneracy.



a.  Believers can practice idolatry, such as the Catholic Church’s worship of Mary as the “mother of God;” our Lord’s mother was the mother of the humanity of our Lord, not of His deity.



b.  1 Cor 5:9-11, “I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people [those involved in immoral degeneracy]; I did not at all mean with immoral people of this world [unbelievers], or with the greedy [pimps and panderers] and swindlers, or with idolaters; for then you would have to go out of the world.  But now I write to you not to associate with any so-called brother, if he should be an immoral person, or greedy, or an idolater, or a slanderer, or a drunkard, or a swindler—not even to eat with such a one.”
N.  The believer is commanded to have nothing to do with idolatry.

1.  1 Cor 10:14, “Therefore, my beloved brethren, flee from idolatry.”

2.  2 Cor 6:16, “Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols?  Just as God said, ‘I will dwell in them, and walk among them, and be their God, and they shall be My people.’”
O.  Unbelievers worship demons in the function of idolatry.  Rev 9:20, “And the rest of mankind who were not killed by these plagues did not change their mind about the works of their hands [idolatry], so as not to worship demons, and the idols of gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk.”
P.  Idolatry means demonism.

1.  Lev 17:7, “And they shall no longer offer their sacrifices to the goat-demons to which they prostitute themselves.”

2.  Deut 32:16, “They angered Him with their detestable idols.”

3.  Deut 32:17, “They sacrificed to demons, who are not God.”

4.  For the unbeliever idolatry is the quickest way to become involved in demon possession.


5.  Idolatry gives the unbeliever the opportunity to use his volition for demon possession.


6.  Idolatry caused Israel to enter immoral degeneracy, Ps 106:34-39, “They did not exterminate the peoples [Canaanites], as the Lord had commanded them, but they mingled with the nations, and adopted their customs [the Phallic cult and idolatry], and they worshipped their idols, which became a snare to them.  They even sacrificed their own sons and daughters to demons.  Consequently, they shed innocent blood, the blood of their sons and their daughters, whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan; and the land was polluted with their blood.  They defiled themselves by what they did, by their deeds they played the whore.”

7.  Idolatry is demon possession to unbelievers, and demon influence to believers.  1 Cor 10:14-21, “Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.  I communicate to wise believers; you judge what I say.  The cup of blessing, which we bless [Eucharist], is not this fellowship with God from the blood of Christ?  The bread which we break, it not this fellowship with God from the body of Christ?  Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all share from one bread.  Look at the nation Israel; are not those who eat the sacrifices sharers in the altar?  Therefore, what do I imply?  That a thing sacrificed to idols is anything, or that an idol is anything?  No, but I am teaching that what the unbeliever sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons, and not to God; therefore, I do not want you to become fellowshipers with demons.  You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.”
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