1 Thes 5:20


 is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun PROPHĒTEIA, which means “prophecy; the gift of prophecy, the utterance of the prophet.”

1.  Use of the word in the New Testament.



a.  The gift of Christian prophecy is mentioned in Rom 12:6; 1 Cor 12:10; 13:2; 14:2.



b.  The spirit of prophecy is mentioned in Rev 19:10.



c.  The utterances by Christian prophets is mentioned in 1 Cor 14:6; 1 Thes 5:20; 1 Tim 1:18; 4:14.



d.  The words of prophecy are mentioned in Rev 1:3.  The words of prophecy in the book of Revelation are mentioned in Rev 22:7, 10, 17-18.


2.  The word is not used here to refer to the spiritual gift of prophecy but the teaching of prophecy by those with communication gifts.  At the time of writing this would include those with the gift of apostleship, those with the gift of prophecy, and those with the gift of pastor-teacher.


3.  The teaching of prophecy was a major subject in this epistle in Chapter four, where Paul taught the Thessalonians the correct doctrine concerning the resurrection or rapture of the Church.  He does not want them to despise this teaching or any other teaching concerning what will happen in the future.  This was God the Holy Spirit’s way of anticipating all the opposition that would exist against the book of Revelation when the apostle John wrote that book forty-five years later in 96 A.D.


4.  At the time of writing there was a spiritual gift of prophecy, in which the man with that spiritual gift would explain what would happen in the Tribulation and Millennium after the resurrection of the Church before this information was reduced to writing.  This spiritual gift ended in 96 A.D. when the apostle John completed the text of Revelation, which closed the canon of the New Testament.

- is the negative adverb MĒ, which always used with non-indicative moods plus the second person plural present active imperative from the verb EXZOUTHENEW, which means “to despise, treat with contempt, look down on, count as nothing; reject with contempt.”

The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers should produce the action.


The imperative mood with the negative MĒ is a command to stop doing something which has already begun.

1 Thes 5:20 corrected translation
“Stop rejecting with contempt the teaching of prophecy”
Explanation:
1.  This verse is another way of saying that all Scripture is God-breathed and is profitable for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness and is therefore not to be rejected by any Church Age believer.

2.  Apparently there was a problem in the Thessalonian Church and perhaps in the other churches in the local area, such as Hierapolis and Laodicea with believers accepting the truth of the New Testament teaching of prophecy, especially with regard to the details of the time, place, and manner of the resurrection of the Church.  This is certainly nothing new, since we have all kinds of false teaching abounding concerning a mid and post tribulational rapture.

3.  Some believers were so fed up with false teaching, incorrect teaching, false prophets who were deceiving their friends and families, and the misuse and abuse of the spiritual gift that they finally rejected with contempt all teaching of prophecy in the local church.  This was a crisis that Paul could end immediately with one simple command.

4.  No portion of Scripture or teaching of the word of God is to be rejected by any believer; for all Scripture is profitable.  Just because what the pastor is teaching isn’t your favorite subject or just because you’ve heard that all before, doesn’t mean it is not important for someone else in the congregation.  And that is us sticking our arrogant nose in the way of the ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  God the Holy Spirit motivates and guides the pastor into teaching what he teaches.  It doesn’t come from his own imagination.  No prepared pastor under the filling of the Holy Spirit stands up before his congregation and teaches what he wants to teach.  He teaches what God wants taught.  And don’t ever think it doesn’t get boring for the pastor.  He has much more he wants to teach, but cannot get ahead of the ministry of God the Holy Spirit.

5.  Remember the ministry of any pastor is the Lord’s ministry under the direction of God the Holy Spirit.  So if we want to reject and despise the teaching of any portion of the word of God, we are rejecting the direct command of Scripture.  We are now arrogant and at war with God.  Please remember that God makes war against the arrogant.
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