1 Thes 4:16


is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because.”
is the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used in the predicate position as an intensive pronoun plus the nominative masculine singular subject from the article and noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord Himself.”
 is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the neuter singular noun KELEUSMA, which means “by means of a command.”
 is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun PHWNĒ and the descriptive genitive (or an ablative of source = ‘from’) masculine singular from the noun ARCHAGGELOS, meaning “by means of the sound [tone, noise] of the archangel.”

1.  The word PHWNĒ is frequently used of the sound, tone, or noise of a musical instrument, Rev 8:13b, 14:2d, 18:22a, 10:7; 1 Cor 14:7.


2.  The only other use of the word ARCHANGEL is found in Jude 9 in connection with the archangel Michael.


3.  Just as Gabriel is the herald of the Church Age, so Michael is the herald of the Jewish Age.


4.  The command of our Lord is a loud shout.  This command is then echoed by the archangel Michael.


5.  This command not only announces the end of the Church Age, but also just as dramatically announces the beginning of the Tribulation.

“because the Lord Himself, by means of a command, by means of the sound of an archangel;”
is epexegetical use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is” plus the preposition EN with the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun SALPIGXZ, meaning “trumpet; trumpet blast” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  The phrase is translated “that is by means of the trumpet blast of God.”  God is not making the trumpet blast, the archangel is, but the trumpet belongs to God.

 is the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb KATABAINW, which means “to come down, to descend.”

The future tense is a predictive future for an event that will take place in the future.


The middle voice is deponent, meaning that it is middle in form—due to the influence of the intensive pronoun AUTOS—yet active in meaning.  This indicates that our Lord Himself produces the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the preposition APO plus the genitive of place from masculine singular noun OURANOS, meaning “from heaven.”
“that is, by means of the trumpet blast of God, will descend from heaven,”
is the simple connective use of the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and the adjective NEKROS used as a noun, meaning “the dead.”  NEKROS is used this way about seventy times in the NT.

 is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS, meaning “in Christ” and referring to all those human beings who have believed in Christ for eternal salvation while alive on earth.

 is the third person plural future middle indicative from the verb ANISTĒMI, which in the middle voice is used in the intransitive sense and means “to rise up.”

The future tense is predicative for that which will occur in future time.


The middle voice is an direct middle which stresses the Church Age believer as the agent participating in the results of the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the ordinal PRWTOS, meaning “first.”
“and the dead in Christ will rise first,”
1 Thes 4:16 corrected translation
“because the Lord Himself, by means of a command, by means of the sound of an archangel; that is, by means of the trumpet blast of God, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first,”
Explanation:
1.  We who remain alive at the coming of the Lord will never precede those who have fallen asleep (died) because the Lord Himself will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  Not only will all believers of all dispensations be resurrected prior to any unbeliever being resurrected, but also those believers who are in union with Christ will be resurrected before any other believers of any other dispensations.  This is grace.

2.  There are five resurrections from the dead, which are divided by the word of God into two great resurrections—the First Resurrection and the Second Resurrection.


a.  The First Resurrection is divided into four parts.



(1)  The first part of the first resurrection is the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, Mt 28:6; Mk 16:6; Lk 24:6; Jn 20:16; Acts 2:31-34.



(2)  The second part of the first resurrection is the resurrection of the royal family of God, all Church Age believers at the rapture of the Church, 1 Thes 4:15-17; 1 Thes 2:19; 1 Cor 15:23; Jn 14:1-3; Phil 3:20-21; 1 Cor 15:51-57; 1 Jn 3:1-2.



(3)  The third part of the first resurrection is the resurrection of all Tribulational martyrs and Old Testament saints at the end of the Tribulation and the Second Advent, Dan 12:13; Isa 26:19-20; Mt 24:31; Rev 20:4.



(4)  The forth part of the first resurrection is the resurrection of the millennial saints at the end of the Millennium, Rev 20:5.


b.  The Second Resurrection is for all unbelievers at the end of human history in preparation for the Great White Throne judgment, Rev 20:12-15.

3.  The second part of the First Resurrection; that is the resurrection of all Church Age believers is initiated by a twofold command.


a.  First, our Lord Jesus Christ will command this resurrection to take place.


b.  Second, an archangel will echo the command of our Lord with a trumpet blast belonging to God.  [Our Lord plays the trumpet.]



(1)  Mt 24:31, “And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.”


(2)  1 Cor 15:52, “in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”

c.  The echoing of a command is common in all military organizations, and here we have the angelic army represented by an archangel echoing the command of the Commander-In-Chief in order to get the angelic army to move out and gather up all Church Age believers from the sky around the earth.

4.  The Lord Himself will descend from heaven while the dead in Christ are being raised up first.  Then all believers who are alive at the return of Christ to the atmosphere around planet earth will receive resurrection bodies and be raised off the earth to meet the Lord in the air and the dead in Christ who have just been raised.  Then we are all gathered together by the angelic army to be with the Lord.  This is all done in an orderly fashion.  God is not the author of confusion.

5.  Notice that the Lord does not come to the earth, but to the atmosphere around the earth.  This is one of the many ways you can distinguish between the Rapture and the Second Advent.  The Lord’s return to the earth does not happen until the Second Advent, when His feet shall be firmly planted on the Mount of Olives near the city of Bethany, Mk 11:1 compared with Acts 1:11-12.

6.  This verse is an answer to the burning question of the Thessalonians, “Will our loved ones who have already died take part in the resurrection of Christ?”  This answer is emphatically, ‘Yes!’”  This is an absolute promise in the resurrection from the dead.  There is indeed life after death, a life with the Lord Jesus Christ in heaven forever.  This is the great promise of God, which Satan desperately wants all mankind to disbelieve.
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