1 Thes 4:14


is the postpositive explanatory use of the particle GAR, meaning “For” plus the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if [and it’s true].”
 is the first person plural present active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, meaning “to believe.”

The present tense is gnomic present for an action of faith in Christ, which is to be taken for granted as a fact.  Paul takes for granted as a fact that these believers to whom he writes have believed in Christ.


The active voice indicates that all believers of the Church Age produce the action of believing in Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and is used with the conditional particle EI to introduce a supposition from the viewpoint of reality.  “For if we believe [and we do].”
is the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper name IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Notice that the name for the humanity of Christ is used, since only the humanity of Christ could die physically or spiritually.  Deity is eternal and cannot die under any circumstances or for any reason.

 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APOTHNĒISKW, which means “to die.”

The aorist tense is constative aorist, which views the death of our Lord in its entirety.


The active voice indicates that the humanity of our Lord produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ANISTĒMI, which in the second aorist is used in its intransitive sense and means “to rise.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist which views the resurrection of our Lord in its entirety but views it from the standpoint of its existing results—He has risen.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”

The active voice indicates that our Lord Jesus Christ produces the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.


This same verb is used in the following passages for our Lord’s resurrection: Mt 17:9, 20:19; Mk 8:31, 9:9-10, 31, 10:34, 16:9; Lk 18:33, 24:7, 46; Jn 20:9; Acts 17:3.

“For if we believe that Jesus died and has risen,”
is the adverb HOUTWS, which draws an inference from what precedes [that Jesus died and has risen] and is translated “so” plus the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”
is the nominative subject from the masculine singular monadic use of the article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” in the sense of “the one and only God.”  This is a reference to God the Father.

Now Paul does something very unusual in Greek.  Instead of following the natural word order, which we would expect by having the verb come immediately after the noun, he brings in the direct object to emphasize the importance of the point he is making.  Instead of saying, “God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep”, he says literally “God, those who have fallen asleep, He will bring with Him.”  This change in structure is dramatic to emphasize the importance of the resurrection of all Church Age believers.  This is not just a simple fact of doctrine, but a dynamic, dogmatic, dramatic doctrine directed deliberately at the destiny of the believer.

 is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural articular aorist passive participle from the verb KOIMAOMAI, which means “to sleep.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, translated “those who.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the death of all believers in its entirety but regards it from the viewpoint of its existing results—those believers who are dead are still dead and will continue to be dead until the resurrection.


The passive voice indicates that the dead believers receive the action of the verb.


The participle is ascriptive and acts as the direct object of the main verb coming up “He will bring.”  The phrase is translated “those who have fallen asleep.”
is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means and genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and proper name IĒSOUS, meaning “through their relationship with Jesus.”
 is the third person singular future active indicative from the verb AGW, which means “to lead, to bring.”

The future tense is a predictive future for an action that will take place in the future.


The active voice indicates that God the Father will produce the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

is the preposition SUN plus in the instrumental of association from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS used as a personal pronoun, meaning “with Him” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.

“so also God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep through their relationship with Jesus.”
1 Thes 4:14 corrected translation
“For if we believe that Jesus died and has risen, so also God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep through their relationship with Jesus.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul begins his explanation with a fact known by all those believers to whom he is writing—our Lord Jesus Christ died physically on the Cross, was buried, and rose from the dead.


a.  This is the central fact of history, the dominant theme of the gospels, and the basis for all believers’ faith in Christ.


b.  The resurrection of our Lord is God the Father’s and God the Holy Spirit’s proof and guarantee that Jesus Christ is exactly who He said He was—the eternal Son of God manifest in a real human body.

2.  Salvation establishes our eternal relationship with the second person of the Trinity—the Son the God.  We are in union with Christ through the baptism of the Holy Spirit and cannot get out of this relationship by anything we could ever think, say, or do.  We are a Christian now and will be a Christian forever.  God cannot change it.  Satan cannot change it.  And we cannot change it.  This is the doctrine of eternal security.

3.  These two doctrines—eternal salvation and eternal security—are the two bookends of this verse.  In between is sandwiched the meat of Paul’s argument.  Based upon these two absolute, dogmatic, irrefutable facts, Paul states a principle of doctrine which is just as absolute, dogmatic, and irrefutable—all believers who die prior to the second advent of Christ will be raised by God the Father from the dead and return with Christ at the Second Advent.

4.  The Chronology of Events.


a.  The Church Age.



(1)  This dispensation began, ten days after our Lord’s resurrection, on the Day of Pentecost in June of A.D. 30.  It terminates with the Rapture or resurrection of the Church.



(2)  Prophecy regarding the Church Age occurred both in the Upper Room Discourse of our Lord in Jn 14-17, and before His ascension in Acts 1.



(3)  The era of the royal family of God, or the dispensation of the Church is known as the “times of the Gentiles,” Lk 21:24; Eph 3:1-5; Col 1:25-29.



(4)  The dispensation of the Church is taught in the New Testament epistles.




(a)  Eph 1:8-10, “From which riches of grace He has made us super-rich by means of all wisdom and application, when He revealed to us the mystery of His will according to His gracious intention which He planned in Him with reference to the dispensation of the fullness of time, to gather under one head [Jesus Christ] the entire royal family in Christ, those who are in heaven and those who are on earth.”



(b)  Eph 3:2-3, “Inasmuch as you have heard about the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for your benefit, that through revelation the mystery doctrine was made known to me, just as I have already written briefly.”



(c)  Eph 3:8-9, “To me, the very least of all the saints, this grace has been given to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches [wealth] of Christ, and to make known [perspicuous] to all [believers] what is the dispensation of the mystery, which has been concealed from the ages in God [Jesus Christ] who created all things.”



(d)  Col 1:25-29.




(e)  1 Tim 1:3-4, “As I exhorted you on my departure from Macedonia to remain in Ephesus, in order that you [Timothy] might instruct certain ones not to teach strange doctrines, nor occupy themselves with fictions or myths, and endless genealogies which promote controversies rather than promoting the dispensation from God which is associated with doctrine.”


(5)  Mt 16:18, “and upon this rock I will build My church.”


(6)  The Church does not go through any part of the Tribulation.  God never mixes Israel and the Church.  When one is operative, the other is not.  Each dispensation has a separate plan and purpose.  God’s plan for Israel was a ritual plan; God’s plan for the Church is a protocol plan.


b.  The Tribulation.



(1)  This period goes from the Rapture of the Church to the second advent of Christ, approximately seven years.  Rev 6-19 gives the trends of history during this period.



(2)  This dispensation is the dispensation of the greatest power struggle in all of human history.  It involves not only people but angelic creatures as well.  It is Satan’s last attempt to try to continue to rule the world.



(3)  The Tribulation is prophesied in the Old Testament: Jer 30:4-8; Zech 14;1-9; Dan 9:26-27; Isa 34:1-6, 63:1-6; Dan 11:40-46; Ezek 38-39; Zech 12:1-3.  It is prophesied by our Lord in Mt 24-25.



(4)  Rev 6-19 presents the outline of this dispensation.




(a)  The termini are the resurrection of the Church and the Second Advent.




(b)  Rev 6, the panorama of the Tribulation.




(c)  Rev 7, the evangelism of the Tribulation.




(d)  Rev 8-10, the trumpet judgments, which emphasize the problems with Gentiles.




(e)  Rev 11, the two Jewish witnesses with the message of salvation in the seventh trumpet.




(f)  Rev 12, the fall of Satan and the motivation for the Armageddon campaign.




(g)  Rev 13, the rise of the two dictators, Roman and Jewish.




(h)  Rev 14, the principle of grace before judgment.




(i)  Rev 15-16, the vial judgments.




(j)  Rev 17-18, the rise and fall of ecumenical religion.



 
(k)  Rev 19, the second advent of Christ.



(5)  Rev 12-20 shows Satan making his last stand as the ruler of the world.




(a)  Rev 12:1-12, the expulsion of Satan from heaven.




(b)  Rev 12:13-17, the great holocaust of the seventh trumpet: the attempt to destroy all Israel.




(c)  Rev 13, the Devil’s two dictators who seek to destroy all Israel.




(d)  Rev 14, the victory of the plan of God and divine judgment during the Tribulation.




(e)  Rev 15-16, the divine judgment of planet earth, in which God eliminates many of those who are responsible for the terrible conditions on the earth.  This covers the great Armageddon Campaign and the great world war of all time.




(f)  Rev 17-18, the function and judgment of ecumenical religion.  Religion is always Satan’s greatest attack.




(g)  Rev 19-20:3, the termination of the Tribulation occurs when he is imprisoned for 1000 years at the Second Advent.


c.  The Millennium.



(1)  This dispensation begins at the Second Advent and terminates with the last judgment and the destruction of planet earth.  This dispensation has 1000 years of perfect environment.



(2)  The Scripture for this period is found throughout the Old Testament and New Testament:  Isa 11, 35, 62, 65; Ps 72; Zech 14:4-9; Rev 20:4.
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