1 Thes 3:3


 - is the accusative neuter singular article used with the present passive infinitive from the verb SAINOMAI, which means “to be disturbed, agitated, or shaken.”

1.  This is the only occurrence of this word in Scripture.  It was used by Homer and others of dogs, meaning, “to wag the tail, hence to fawn over someone, to flatter someone.”  Hence, some interpreters take it to mean, “to be deceived.”

2.  However, another meaning is preferred by all ancient versions and all ancient Greek interpreters without exception: “to be moved, to be disturbed, or to be agitated.”  It means here to be disturbed.
With this we have the accusative subject of the infinitive from the masculine singular adjective MĒDEIS, meaning “no one.”  Notice that Paul uses the masculine to indicate other false teachers of doctrine who do not know the truth.  He could have used the neuter, which would indicate either a man or a woman, but he did not because only men have the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  “No one” here refers to no one in the Thessalonian congregation.


The present tense of the infinitive is a customary present used to denote that which may be reasonably expected to occur as a result of the correct teaching of doctrine.


The passive voice indicates that the believers in the Thessalonian church receive the action of the infinitive through the accurate objective teaching of doctrine.


The infinitive is the infinitive of result, which states the result Paul expected from sending Timothy.  The translation is:

1 Thes 3:2 “and so we sent Timothy, our brother and co-worker of God, to strengthen you and to encourage [you] concerning your doctrine, so that no one might be disturbed...”
 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the feminine plural article, which points to afflictions well known to Paul’s readers, the noun THLIPSIS, which means “pressure, oppression, affliction, tribulation.”  With this we also have the instrumental from the feminine plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “these.”  The phrase is translated “by these pressures/oppressions/afflictions/tribulations.”

This concludes the sentence begun in verse one.  The entire sentence reads, “For this reason, when we could no longer stand it, we thought it best to be left behind alone in Athens, and so we sent Timothy, our brother and co-worker of God, to strengthen you and to encourage [you] concerning your doctrine, so that no one might be disturbed by these afflictions.”

1.  Paul was concerned that the Thessalonians would be upset, worried, disturbed, agitated because he, Paul, was suffering pressure, affliction, oppression, and tribulation.


2.  Paul was concerned that they would stop thinking doctrine and start worrying about him.  Paul did not want them to become emotional about him.  Good emotion is an appreciator of the spiritual life.  Bad emotion is a distraction from the spiritual life.


3.  Paul did not want the Thessalonians to get their eyes on people, Paul being the “people.”  He wanted them to keep their eyes on doctrine.


4.  Preoccupation with the problems of others will lead you to distraction from the application of doctrine correctly to your own life.  Everyone must live their own life before the Lord.  We cannot live someone else’s spiritual life for them, just as they cannot live our spiritual life for us.  If we are constantly worried about how someone else is handling the pressures of life, we will fail when the pressure hits us.


5.  The only solution is to continue our focus on the importance of doctrine in our own life.  This is why Paul thought it best to send Timothy to teach doctrine and keep their eyes on the solution.


6.  We have a choice between getting our eyes on the problem of others or getting our eyes on the solution—doctrine in our own soul.  Likewise, we have a choice between getting our eyes on our own problems or on the solution.  Losers only see the problem and have no solution because they have no doctrine circulating in their soul.  Winners see the solution, because they constantly focus on the doctrine in their souls.
“so that no one might be disturbed by these afflictions.”
Good and Bad Emotion.

1.  When the divine solution is used to solve any problem, emotion is not an issue.  This is true for the problem of spiritual death and for the problem of carnality.



a.  When it comes to our spiritual life, God’s solution does not require emotion.



b.  Emotion is not related to spirituality until the millennial reign of Christ.



c.  The fruit of the Spirit is joy.  Joy has nothing to do with emotion.  Joy means to share the happiness of God.  Sharing the happiness of God is a gift from God to the believer with capacity for that happiness from doctrine circulating in the soul.  We can respond to joy or sharing the happiness of God.  In sharing the happiness of God we respond emotionally, and that is good emotion.  This does not mean that joy or rejoicing is emotion.



d.  Good and bad emotion are antithetical.  Good emotion is spiritual response to life.  Bad emotion is carnal reaction to life.


2.  Good Emotion.



a.  Good emotion is response to the two power options—the influence of the Holy Spirit and the influence of Bible doctrine in the soul.


b.  Response to the resumption of the spiritual life, which is thinking and applying metabolized doctrine, is the basis for continuation of good emotion.



c.  Good emotion responds to thinking and the values, norms, and standards of the conscience of the soul.  When we are out of fellowship, we abandon the values, norms, and standards we developed when we were in fellowship.  Good emotion responds to thinking of the spiritual life, including self-evaluation and the application of Bible doctrine.



d.  The ultimate in good emotion is occupation with Christ.  Occupation with Christ combines the operation of the spiritual life with good emotional response.  Occupation with Christ is the maximum outlet for good emotion.  Occupation with Christ produces three categories of spiritual thinking on which good emotion is based: doctrinal self-confidence, doctrinal independence, and doctrinal invincibility.



e.  Good emotion comes from response to the laws of divine establishment, such as patriotism, virtue in government, virtue in marriage, family values, personal values.  Honor, integrity, nobility of character is a source of good emotion for the believer related to doctrine and for the unbeliever related to the laws of divine establishment.



f.  The biblical documentation for “joy” and rejoice” combines spiritual function with good emotional response.




(1)  Neh 8:10, “Do not be grieved for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”  Compare Ps 30:5, “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.”  When we use the problem-solving devices, we may weep in the night, but in the morning we have perfect happiness as the problem solving device.




(2)  Good emotion always comes from metabolized doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness.





(a)  Col 1:10d-11, “...increasing in epignosis of God, strengthened with all power on the basis of the power of His glory, resulting in all perseverance and steadfastness associated with joy.”  Joy is perfect happiness, which produces good emotion as an appreciator of that happiness.  Emotional revolt of the soul is bad emotion.





(b)  1 Thes 1:6, “You also became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much adversity associated with the joy of the Holy Spirit.”  We are imitators of the Lord and someone like Paul by use of the three spiritual skills.  We do not imitate personality characteristics.  When you get into role model arrogance, you have bad emotion.





(c)  Phil 4:4, “Keep on rejoicing in the Lord at all times; again I say, keep on rejoicing!”  Circumstances are not the issue in sharing the perfect happiness of God.





(d)  Phil 1:23-25, “But I am hard-pressed from both circumstances [living or dying], having a desire to depart and be with Christ is far better; yet to remain on in the flesh is far better for your benefit, having become confident of this option [personal sense of destiny], I know that I shall remain and continue with all of you resulting in your progress and joy from doctrine.”  Maximum doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness elicits the ultimate in good emotion.



g.  Joy is the function of sharing the happiness of God at a point of applying doctrine, so that the emotions have something to appreciate that is good.  The Greek verb CHAIRO (meaning “joy”) is thinking God’s happiness in contrast to emotion or stimulated feelings often confused as a status of human happiness.  The Greek noun CHARA (translated “joy”) is the quintessence of combining the mechanics of the spiritual life with a system of thinking which elicits the response of good emotion.



h.  Sharing the happiness of God is the peak of emotional response in life.  But even good emotional response is not the criterion for the spiritual life.  We  are never saved because you feel saved.  We are never spiritual because we feel spiritual.  A carnal believer cannot have a legitimate emotion related to the spiritual life.  When we are out of fellowship, our emotion is not an issue.  The issue is to name our sins to God in the privacy of our priesthood.  The spiritual life runs on divine power, never how we feel.  Even good emotion will not get us back into fellowship.


3.  Bad Emotion.



a.  Definition.




(1)  Bad emotion is defined as reaction emotion, which makes how we feel the criterion for the spiritual life instead of Bible doctrine perceived, metabolized, and circulating in your souls.



(2)  Bad emotion is emotion out of control in a state of reaction toward the teaching of the word.




(3)  Bad emotion is emotion out of control, emotion divorced from doctrine, emotional revolt of the soul, the emotional complex of sins combined with the arrogance complex of sins to form evil obsessions.




(4)  Bad emotion is divorced from reality, so that the believer sees the problem but never sees the solution.




(5)  Bad emotion is pseudo compassion, pseudo love, crusader arrogance, Christian activism, and similar things.




(6)  Bad emotion alleges that the gift of tongues is still in existence after the completion of the canon of Scripture.  Bad emotion is the allegation that emotional activity such as remorse or regret has something to do with being saved or being forgiven for sin.




(7)  Bad emotion is often pathological arrogance.




(8)  Bad emotion is the emotional complex of sins.




(9)  Bad emotion is the function of evil obsession, unrealistic expectation, role model arrogance, iconoclastic arrogance followed by an evil obsession related to legalism, power lust, and allegations of sinless perfection.



b.  The emotional complex of sins is bad emotion and has a number of categories.




(1)  The hysteria category includes fear, worry, anxiety, panic, consternation, and irrationality in a state of fear.




(2)  The revenge category includes malice, the lust to inflict injury or suffering on others, revenge motivation and revenge modus operandi, violence, murder, vituperation (which includes gossip, slander, maligning, and judging), vilification (which is creates a public lie about someone who is the object of jealousy, hatred, vindictiveness, or implacability).




(3)  The hatred category includes anger, hatred, bitterness, jealousy, loathing, animosity, and implacability.




(4)  The irrational category includes tantrums, vulnerability to imagined insults or snubs, self-pity, whining, sniveling, denial, projection, and neurosis.




(5)  The guilt category includes remorse for real or imagined sins, morbid self-reproach, emotional feelings of culpability, self-righteous arrogance, arrogant preoccupation with one’s feelings and impulses, guilt resulting from the manipulation of legalism, arrogant preoccupation with the correctness of one’s behavior.


4.  The Thessalonians were in danger of falling into the bad emotion of worry, anxiety, or fear of what might be happening to Paul. Therefore, Paul must head them off at the pass with the correct doctrinal teaching.

is the explanatory use of the conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For.”
is the intensive use of the nominative masculine second person plural intensive pronoun AUTOS in the predicate position, meaning “yourselves.”
 is the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “to know.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect which places emphasis on the existing results or finished product of what the Thessalonian believers have already learned—they already know as a completed action that believers are destined to have pressure, affliction, problems, difficulties, trouble, etc.


The active voice indicates that the Thessalonian believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

is the exegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, which indicates the content of what is known.  It is translated “that.”
 is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the neuter singular from the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning literally “for this” but used idiomatically to mean “for this purpose” or “for this reason.”
- is first person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb KEIMAI, which means figuratively “to be appointed, to be set, to be destined for something [used with EIS TOUTOS].”

The present tense is a static present for a condition which is perpetually existing during the Church Age.  It can also be an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to progress.  It can be a customary present for that which may be reasonably expected to occur.  Or it may be a retroactive progressive present for that which has begun in the past and continues into the present.  All these meaning are true with the retroactive active progressive present best describing Paul’s current thinking.


The deponent middle/passive voice is active in meaning, indicating that the subject—all Church Age believers—produce the action of being destined for affliction, problems, trials, testing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“For you yourselves know that for this purpose we are destined.”
1 Thes 3:3 corrected translation
“so that no one might be disturbed by these afflictions.  For you yourselves know that for this purpose we are destined.”
Explanation:
1.  All believers are destined for pressure, oppression, affliction, and tribulation.

2.  There are four sources of pressure, oppression, affliction and tribulation.


a.  We can bring problems, stress, and suffering on ourselves by our own bad decisions.  Sin is something we do to ourselves and it results in two kinds of pressure, affliction, and tribulation:



(1)  The natural consequences of the law of volitional responsibility, Gal 6:7, “Do not be deceived; God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.”


(2)  The three categories of divine discipline: warning, intensive, and dying.


b.  Circumstances can bring pressure, oppression, affliction, and tribulation.  A son or daughter joins the military and war breaks out six months later and they are killed in action.  This is pressure, affliction, and tribulation for the parents.


c.  Other people can bring pressure, oppression, affliction, and tribulation on you.  Your boss finds out that you are a Christian and he happens to be an orthodox Moslem who hates Christians with a passion, and so, he sets you up for failure and ridicule at work, maligns you behind your back, and seeks to get you disgraced and ruined.


d.  God brings us momentum testing in four categories to accelerate our spiritual growth, so that we may rely upon the doctrine in our own souls to solve the problems without any help from anyone else.  This glorifies Him and testifies to the fallen angels that God’s word is more powerful than Satan’s lies and that an inferior creature with a free will can and does choose for the plan, purpose, will, and destiny of God for their lives.

3.  We have a destiny.  Our destiny will include pain and suffering for a little while that the grace and power of God may be manifest.  We can reject doctrine and the grace and power of doctrine will be manifest in our divine discipline or we can accept doctrine and the grace and power of God will be manifest in our glorification of Him.  The choice is ours.
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