1 Thes 2:4



 - is the adversative conjunction of contrast ALLA, meaning “but” and sets up a strong contrast between an exhortation from delusion, impure motive, and deceit with what Paul will explain in the rest of the verse.

 - is the adverb of comparison KATHWS, which means “just as.”
 - is the first person plural perfect passive indicative from the verb DOKIMAZW, which means:


1.  “to put to the test, to examine” (Lk 14:19; 1 Cor 11:28; 2 Cor 13:5; Gal 6:4; Heb 3:9; 1 Thes 5:21; 1 Jn 4:1; Eph 5:10; 1 Tim 3:10; and 1 Thes 2:4b—below))


2.  “to prove by testing” (1 Pet 1:7; 1 Cor 3:13.)


3.  “to accept as proved, to approve, qualified” (1 Cor 16:3; 2 Cor 8:8,22; Rom 14:22; Rom 2:18; Phil 1:10; Rom 1:28; Rom 12:2).


4.  In the passive, “to be found worthy” 1 Thes 2:4a; Acts 2:22.


The perfect tense is dramatic perfect which describes the fact that Paul and his companions had been tested and found worthy by God and then emphasizes the results of this testing or the existing state of being found worthy by God.


The passive voice indicates that Paul and his companions receive the action.


The indicative mood is a dogmatic statement of fact.

 - is the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “by God.”  The article is monadic, which points to God as the one and only God.

Explanation:

1.  All believers are tested by God.


2.  There are four areas of testing:



a.  Thought testing—in which we must decide whether or not we agree with the Bible doctrine we have been taught or with human viewpoint we have been taught.  Is God right or are we right?  Is God right or are other people right?  Is God right or are our friends and loved ones right?



b.  System testing—in which we must decide whether or not God will overcome unfair treatment against us.  Will God provide greater things for us after we have been unfairly treated by our work or some other system within which we exist?  It all depends on our mental attitude and keeping our mouth shut.



c.  People testing—in which we must decide whether or not God will handle the discipline of other people we come into contact with who are idiots, hateful, insensitive, thoughtless, etc.  The minute we malign, criticize in any way, or say or do anything to hurt that person, we have failed the test.



d.  Adversity testing—in which God permits all kinds of adversity into our life to see if we will use the problem solving devices or not.  Mature believers have outside pressures of adversity but are not under stress because of the use of the problem solving devices.  When adversity breaks into the soul it becomes stress.




(1)  Adversity is the outside pressure of life; stress is the inside pressure of life.




(2)  Adversity is what circumstances do to us; stress is what we do to ourselves.  Stress is the result of too many bad decisions.




(3)  Adversity is historical disaster, economic disaster, loss of freedom, victim of terrorism or revolution, defeat in warfare.




(4)  Adversity is criminal disaster, the victim of rape, robbery, abuse.




(5)  Adversity is becoming the victim of vilification, maligning, gossip, slander, judging, the creation of a public lie.




(6)  Adversity is loss of health, disease, pain, or suffering.  Adversity is the death of a loved one.




(7)  Adversity includes weather disasters.  Adversity includes loss of a job.




(8)  Adversity includes domestic problems.

 - is the aorist passive infinitive from the verb PISTEUW, which means in the passive “to be entrusted with something.”  It is used this way in Rom 3:2; Gal 2:7 1 Thes 2:4; 1 Tim 1:11; Tit 1:3; 1 Cor 9:17.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at God’s attitude toward Paul and his companions as a whole but emphasizes the existing result—He has entrusted them with the message of the gospel.


The passive voice indicates that Paul and his companions receive the action from the sovereignty, righteousness, love, justice, omnipotence, immutability, and veracity of God.


The infinitive is an infinitive of result.  Being entrusted with the gospel was the direct result of being found worthy by God.

 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun EUAGGELION, which means “good news” and came to be technically for the specific good news that God the Father had sent His Son to die spiritually for the sins of all mankind, and so provided eternal salvation for all.  Hence, it is translated “the gospel.”
“but just as we were found worthy by God to be entrusted with the gospel,”
 - is the correlative adverb HOUTWS, meaning “in this manner, thus, so.”
, - is the first person plural present active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to say, to speak, to communicate, proclaim, assert.”

The present tense is durative present for an action begun in the past, which continues into the present.


The active voice indicates that Paul and his companions produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.


1.  The function of the pastor, evangelist, and missionary is to keep on communicating.  Teach doctrine; give the gospel without apology and without fear.


2.  The communicator of doctrine is rewarded for his faithfulness.  Faithfulness demands a lifetime of consistent studying and teaching.


3.  The continuous action of the present tense implies repetition as one of the necessities of communication.  This can be seen by the fact that well over fifty times in the New Testament the unbeliever is told to believe in Christ for salvation.


4.  Being entrusted with a message from God, the communicator of doctrine comments the sin of negative volition to the known will of God, if he does not communicate.


5.  The teaching of doctrine is a sacred trust and must never be taken lightly or without the utmost of respect.



a.  Disrespect for doctrine on the part of the pastor includes: failure to study, failure to teach accurately, laziness, teaching only the subjects which interest him.



b.  Disrespect for doctrine on the part of the congregation includes: failure to come to Bible class, apathy, inattentiveness, daydreaming, failure to concentrate, and rejection of what is taught. 

 - is the strong negative adverb OUCH, meaning “not” plus the comparative adverb HWS, meaning “as.”  Next we have the masculine plural dative of indirect object from the noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “to men.”  Finally, we have the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb ARESKW, which means, “to strive to please, to accommodate.”

The present tense is a retroactive progressive present for what has not occurred in the past and is not now happening either.


The active voice indicates that Paul and his companions produce the action.


The participle is modal which signifies the manner in which the action of communicating is accomplished.

“so we keep on communicating not as accommodating to men, 
 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, which means, “but.”
- is the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “to God.”
 - is the articular dative masculine singular present active participle from the verb DOKIMAZW, which means “to put to the test, to examine” (Lk 14:19; 1 Cor 11:28; 2 Cor 13:5; Gal 6:4; Heb 3:9; 1 Thes 5:21; 1 Jn 4:1; Eph 5:10; 1 Tim 3:10; and 1 Thes 2:4b).


The article is used as a relative pronoun, “who.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition, which perpetually exists throughout human history—God tests believers.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action of the verb.


The participle is circumstantial for an additional thought or fact regarding the situation.

 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun KARDIA, which means “hearts” and refers to the thinking part of the soul where doctrine is remembered, circulated, and applied.  With this we have the possessive genitive first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our.”
“but to God, who tests our hearts.”
1 Thes 2:4 corrected translation
“but just as we were found worthy by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we keep on communicating not as accommodating to men, but to God, who tests our hearts.”
Explanation:
1.  God finds some men worthy to be entrusted with the gospel.


a.  Out of all the vast humanity of mankind who has ever existed, God has entrusted the message of salvation to believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.  This has been true in every dispensation in the past and every dispensation in the future.  The only exception to this is during the Tribulation when a special angel will proclaim the gospel each day at noon, Rev 14:6, “Then I saw another angel flying at high noon, and he has the eternal gospel to announce good news to those who are residing on the earth, both to every nation and tribe and language and people.”

b.  Out of the vast humanity of believers God has entrusted some believers with the spiritual gift of evangelist.  These believers have special supernatural ability to hold the attention of the unbeliever, so that the unbeliever’s volition will have a chance to hear the entire message of salvation.


c.  All pastors have a special commission to do the work of an evangelist, presenting the gospel as the need arises to those unbelievers who exist in every congregation.


d.  Every believer is entrusted with the ministry of reconciliation.  We have been found worthy by God to be entrusted with the gospel.  What are we doing about it?

2.  Those entrusted with communication gifts have the responsibility to keep on communicating the doctrine with which they have been entrusted.


a.  This is true for missionaries, pastors, evangelists, and by application to every believer who understands the gospel of faith alone in Christ alone for eternal salvation.


b.  Every communicator is responsible for doing his job of communicating regardless of the positive or negative volition of the hearers.  Lack of response is not an issue to the pastor who must continue to study and teach no matter what.


c.  However, lack of response to the gospel for the missionary means, “Pack up and Move out.”  Example, Paul in Athens.  He came and preached; they listened and rejected; he left and never went back.

3.  How one communicates is mandated by the word of God.


a.  “Not as accommodating to men.”


(1)  We are not left here by God to sweet talk the unbeliever into heaven.



(2)  Nor are we left here by God to scare the unbeliever into heaven.



(3)  The communicator with integrity tells the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, and lets people make up their own mind to accept or reject that truth.  This is integrity in communication.




(a)  There is a great lack of integrity in communication throughout the world as a part of Satan’s cosmic system.




(b)  Never become shocked that someone lied to you, or stretched the truth, or bent the truth, or added to the truth.  This is the old sin nature’s normal method of communication.  Ps 31:18.




(c)  As believers everything we say must be intimately related to our virtue, integrity, and honor.  Ps 34:13; Ps 141:3; Prov 4:24.  Everything we say must come from the content of doctrine in our soul.  If we are not thinking doctrine, then our communication will reflect our standards from the old sin nature.



(4)  We are not here to tell others what they want to hear.  That is Satan’s modus operandi.



(5)  We are not here to say those things that we ingratiate others to us; that is, to win friends and influence people, Ps 12:4.  That is human viewpoint and the motivation of evil from the cosmic system.  On the other hand, we are not left here to make everyone around us antagonistic to us every time we open our mouths.


b.  “But accommodating to God.”


(1)  We are commanded to please God in every thing we say.  Prov 10:13, 18, 19, 21, 32; Prov 12:13, 19, 22; Prov 13:3; 14:3; 15:7.



(2)  Prov 19:1, “Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity than he who is perverse in speech and is a fool.”


(3)  Prov 22:11, “he who loves purity of heart and whose speech is gracious, the king is his friend.”  Notice we win friends and influence kings by a pure heart and gracious speech.



(4)  1 Cor 1:5, “that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge.”


(5)  Col 3:8, “But now you yourselves also must put to death these things: anger, rage, malice, slander, abusive speech from your mouth.”


(6)  Col 4:6, “Your speech—always in the sphere of grace, having been seasoned with salt [doctrine], so that you know how you ought to answer each one.”


(7)  1 Thes 4:12, “Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe.”


(8)  Tit 2:8, “Likewise urge the young men....to be sound in speech which is beyond reproach, in order that the opponent [Satan] may be put to shame, having nothing bad to say about us.”
4.  Why are we to accommodate God in every thing we say?  Because God tests the hearts (thinking) of all believers, both the communicators and the hearers.


a.  One of the purposes for testing by God is to see if we will react or respond to that testing.



(1)  Most people react to testing with an immediate sin of the tongue, such as complaining.



(2)  The mature believer responds to testing with silence from the mouth and application of doctrine from the soul.



(3)  The real difference between a positive, growing believer and a negative, retrogressing believer is what they do with their mouth under pressure, adversity, and testing.



(4)  The issue is: can we shut up and use the problem solving devices when things go wrong or will we open our big mouth and say the wrong thing just as we have always done?


b.  God uses testing as a barometer to examine the spiritual advance of the believer.  This is another way for the believer to look at his own life and evaluate himself without help from his spouse, his friends, his parents, his siblings, or any fellow-believer.  Evaluate your own life; stop worrying about how others are doing, it is none of your business.


c.  Notice that God tests our thinking (hearts) to find out what our mouth will do.  “As a man thinks in his heart, so he is.”  Or put another way, “As a man thinks in his heart, so he moves his mouth.”

d.  God is testing our heart all the time.  Whatever our mouth is doing will tell us how well or poorly we are passing the test.
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