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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 is the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb POIMAINW, which means “to herd a flock of sheep, to tend a flock of sheep, or to lead to pasture.”  It is used figuratively meaning “to protect, rule, govern, lead, or guide.”  It was also used this way by our Lord in Jn 21:16, when He said to Peter, “He said to him again a second time, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love Me?’ He said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.’  He said to him, ‘Shepherd My sheep.’”

There are seven areas of sheep helplessness.



(1)  A sheep cannot guide himself.  A cat or a dog can be blindfolded and still find his way home.  But a sheep has no sense of direction and is totally dependent upon the shepherd.  A sheep can get lost in his own pasture or meadow.  By analogy, the pastor guides through the teaching of the word of God on a verse-by-verse, line upon line principle.



(2)  A sheep cannot cleanse himself.  A dog or a cat can lick himself or roll in the grass.  But sheep remain filthy unless cleaned up by the shepherd.  By analogy, the pastor must teach believers the recovery procedure from sin (1 Jn 1:9), which is how they recover fellowship with God and recover the filling of the Spirit.



(3)  A sheep is a defenseless animal.  Most animals have some form of defense, e.g., tooth, claw, speed, or camouflage.  But the only protection the sheep has is the shepherd.  By analogy, the pastor protects the sheep through the teaching of the mystery doctrines of the Church Age.  He presents to us our invisible assets; he explains the plan of God and how it is executed.  He teaches the spiritual problem solving devices and the significance of suffering, both in the realm of discipline and blessing.  Through the communication of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age, the plan of God is executed.  In any congregation, some believers become invisible heroes and not only glorify God, but are the basis for the preservation of the client nation.



(4)  A sheep is helpless when injured.  A dog or cat can lick his wounds, and the saliva is therapeutic and expressive of his love for another who is wounded.  But the sheep is dependent upon the shepherd to care for his wounds.  By analogy, when we as believers are “injured” and suffering for one reason or another, we are dependent upon the pastor to communicate pertinent information.  The pastor communicates the grace policy and grace mechanics to the sheep so they can recover and keep moving in the spiritual life, e.g., rebound, faith-rest drill, personal love for God the Father, unconditional love for all mankind, or whatever is necessary.



(5)  The sheep cannot find food or water for himself.  Most animals can smell or detect water and find their own food.  But a sheep must depend upon the shepherd for food and water.  By analogy, the pastor communicates the mystery doctrine of the Church Age, which is not only food for spiritual momentum, but the water of logistical grace for life support while the believer lives on earth.



(6)  A sheep is easily frightened or panicked.  In the time in which the Bible was written, the shepherd would calm the sheep by the use of his voice or with music.  By analogy, faithful Bible teaching by the pastor prepares the sheep for any and every emergency or disaster in life.  Fear, worry, and anxiety are removed as one learns the principles of Bible doctrine and how to deal with them.



(7)  The sheep produces wool as a result of the care of the shepherd.  By analogy, as a result of faithful and consistent Bible teaching on the part of the pastor, the believers produce the equivalent of wool, which is glorification of God through the execution of God’s plan, through the distribution of blessings for time, and being a witness for God against Satan in the rebuttal phase of Satan’s appeal trial.


The aorist tense is constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the ministry of any man with the gift of pastor-teacher.


The active voice indicates that all men with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher are responsible for performing this action.


The imperative mood is a command.

 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun POIMNION, which means “the flock.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “among you.”

 is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “of God.”  Notice that the flock belongs to God, not to the pastor-teacher; he is only a temporary custodian of a portion of the flock belonging to God.
“Shepherd the flock of God among you,”
 this word is not found in Codex Sinaiticus or Vaticanus, but is found in p72 the oldest text from the III Century and by the corrector of Codex Sinaiticus.  The writer was fond of participles, which argues for it being included.  The argument for excluding it by saying ‘Peter could never have admonished presbyters to exercise the function of bishops’ is using a 4th century AD argument and projecting it back into Peter’s mind in the 1st century, which we cannot do.  That would be reading our church organization into the text to make it say what we want it to say, rather than letting the text dictate to us.  The argument for excluding the word because it is redundant after the use of POIMANATE = to shepherd is also weak because the NT has abundant examples of redundancy in order to make the meaning clear.  Therefore, the word should definitely be included in the text.


This is the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb EPISKOPEW, which means, “to look at, to take care, to see to it; oversee, or to care for.”

The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected of the pastor by the Lord Jesus Christ.


The active voice indicates that all pastors are responsible for caring for their flock.


The participle is modal indicating the manner in which the pastor is the shepherd the flock.

 is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the adverb ANAGKASTWS, meaning “by compulsion; compulsively.”  This is the only use of the word in the NT.
is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the adverb HEKOUSIWS, meaning “willingly; without compulsion, deliberately, intentionally.”  This word is also used in Heb 10:26 with reference to sinning.
 is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference/norm/similarity from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “according to the standard of God,” which means “according to the will of God.”
“caring for [them] not by compulsion but willingly according to the will of God,”
 is the negative disjunctive particle MĒDE, meaning “nor,” when used after a preceding negative.
 is the adverb AISCHROKERDWS, which means “in fondness for dishonest gain, greedily.”  This is the only use of this word in Greek literature, which means it was coined by Peter.  A similar word, AISCHROKERDES, was used by Paul in 1 Tim 3:8 and Tit 1:7.

is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA again meaning “but” plus the adverb PROTHUMWS, meaning “willingly, eagerly, freely.”  In contrast with AISCHROKERDWS, it can only mean “freely.”
“nor greedily but freely,”
1 Pet 5:2 corrected translation
“Shepherd the flock of God among you, caring for [them] not by compulsion but willingly according to the will of God, nor greedily but freely,”

Explanation:
1.  Peter passes on the command given to him personally by our Lord Jesus Christ before His ascension in Jn 21:15-17,


 Jn 21:15, “So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love [AGAPAW] Me more than these?”  He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love [PHILEW] You.”  He said to him, “Feed (not “Tend”) [present active imperative of BOSKW] My lambs.”


Jn 21:16, “He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love [AGAPAW] Me?”  He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love [PHILEW] You.”  He said to him, “Shepherd [POIMAINW] My sheep.”


Jn 21:17, “He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love [PHILEW] Me?”  Peter was sad/sorrowful/distressed/ grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you love [PHILEW] Me?”  And he said to Him, “Lord, You know [OIDA] all things; You know [GINWSKW] that I love [PHILEW] You.”  Jesus said to him, “Feed [BOSKW] My sheep.”


a.  Our Lord was testing Peter when He asked him if Peter had unconditional love for our Lord.  We are to put no conditions on our love for the Lord Jesus Christ.  Our love for the Lord is not dependent on any condition that He must fulfill toward us.  We love Him, because He first loved us and gave Himself as a sacrifice for us.


b.  Our Lord is testing Peter because Peter denied the Lord three times.  This is the testing of Peter to show him the power of the doctrine in his soul.  Peter passed the test—he loved the Lord Jesus Christ personally—the Lord knew it and Peter knew it.  So our Lord gives Peter a test he can pass.


c.  Each time our Lord tested Peter, he gave Peter a command to go with the test.  Twice he tells Peter to teach the word of God to his congregation “feed My sheep” and once he orders Peter to exercise the proper authority over the congregation, “shepherd My sheep.”


d.  This context then gives us the interpretation of the central command of this verse—for the pastor-teacher to exercise the proper God given authority, which he has as the leader/ruler of the sheep.


e.  Doctrine must be learned under authority, and that authority is vested in the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  No believer can read the Bible daily for himself and discover and learn the mystery doctrines for the Church Age, and understand the mechanics of the plan of God.  It must be taught through authority.  Authority is always the key to teaching.


f.  God has provided two systems of authority for the Church Age.  One is animate and one is inanimate.



(1)  The inanimate authority is the word of God, with emphasis on the mystery doctrine found in the epistles of the New Testament.  Since it is the word of God that is alive and powerful, it is the responsibility of the pastor-teacher to communicate the word of God, and not to spend his time in other activities.



(2)  The animate authority is the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, whereby the individual believer becomes aware of his invisible spiritual assets and the available power to become an invisible spiritual hero.  After the Rapture of the Church, there will never again be the function of the pastor-teacher on earth.



(3)  Both the animate and inanimate authorities are linked together in the communication of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age, whereby the ability to think doctrine becomes the means of glorifying God in this dispensation.


g.  The pastor has the authority of an apostle, except that the pastor is limited to one local church.  The gift is bestowed only on males.  The pastor can abuse his authority by spiritual bullying or by not using his God-given authority.  He is the final authority in the local church.  God’s delegated authority is the pastor’s means of protecting the sheep.


h.  No one can teach Bible doctrine without the authority related to the spiritual gift.  The “pastor” or “shepherd” had authority over the sheep and was generally smarter than the sheep.  No one can teach without authority.  The spiritual gift of pastor-teacher carries authority with it, but the pastor must establish his authority through the teaching of the word of God.  In teaching Bible doctrine, the pastor has authority over the following categories.




(1)  His congregation.




(2)  Evangelists in his congregation who must learn in a non-face-to-face situation while on the go on the road and face-to-face while at home.  All spiritual gifts must be fed by the pastor.




(3)  Pastors who are not prepared themselves must learn from a pastor-teacher who is prepared.  If a pastor is not properly prepared for the ministry, then he must have a pastor-teacher feeding him spiritual food in a non-face-to-face situation.





(a)  A pastor is not prepared for the ministry unless he has been academically trained in the following areas:  the original languages of the Scripture (Hebrew, Greek, Aramaic), systematic theology, hermeneutics, and the historical background of the Old and New Testaments.  A pastor without this academic training from a seminary is not qualified to interpret the word of God independently; therefore, he must get help from another pastor or from books.





(b)  So every pastor without proper preparation is dependent upon some pastor who is prepared.  God uses prepared men.  Lack of preparation means that pastors must have other academically prepared men helping him.


i.  Only the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher has both authority from God and ability from the spiritual gift to provide the necessary doctrinal information for the execution of God’s plan for the believer.



(1)  While “pastor” emphasizes his authority in communication, “teacher” emphasizes his function.  He is to study and teach, study and teach.



(2)  No pastor can teach what he does not know himself.  Therefore, no pastor can lead his congregation to spiritual adulthood without consistent perception and application of Bible doctrine.


j.  The pastor represents the most visible delegated authority that God provides in the Church Age.  Therefore, a pastor should not lie down and let people run all over him and dictate to him; such a man does not belong in the ministry.  The minister is answerable only to God.


k.  Many pastors have misplaced authority problems.  First, they have authority arrogance, the authority of human power, the “Pope Syndrome.”  Divine power must never be confused with human authority.  Such pastors demand face-to-face teaching for all believers in their geographical area, or condemn those believers who do not come to their local church.


l.  Authority belongs to the power of God.  The authority does not belong to the pastor.  The pastor gets his authority through having a spiritual gift.  The pastor’s authority comes from God by being delegated, and can be removed as rapidly as it was given!  Authority in a congregation is based upon the pastor teaching Bible doctrine.  Only as the pastor teaches Bible doctrine does he possess any power related to God and to His plan.



(1)  Congregations are benefited by divine power in doctrine.  They are not benefited by human power.  Many pastors have great personalities, are dynamic speakers, and are inspirational, but this is not the source of benefit.  Divine power is located in Bible teaching.  It’s the word of God that is alive and powerful.



(2)  The only reason that any pastor can ever be a blessing to us by the communication of the plan of God is because he is the beneficiary of divine power.

2.  The Pastor’s Authority.


a.  Just because the pastor is a product of grace, this does not mean he has no authority and should be kicked around by others.


b.  Heb 13:7, “Remember those who rule over you, who communicate the Word from God to you; carefully consider the issue of their way of life; imitate their doctrine.”



(1)  We “remember” pastors by attending Bible class, by praying for them, and by understanding that they have an abnormal life.



(2)  The issue of a pastor’s way of life is his Bible doctrine not his way of life.  Is he faithful in studying and teaching the Word?


c.  Heb 13:17, “Keep obeying those [pastors] who themselves are ruling over you, and submit to their authority, for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will render an account.  Keep obeying them, in order that they may do this [accounting] with happiness and not with groaning, for this is unprofitable for you.”



(1)  Pastors don’t rule over us in the sense of telling us what to do, but in the sense of teaching us what God expects from us and how to execute His plan.



(2)  We submit to the pastors’ authority by listening to their communication of doctrine.


d.  Isa 54:17, “`No weapon that is formed against you will prosper, and every tongue that rises against you in judgment, you will condemn.  This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and their vindication is from Me,’ declares the Lord.”  This is the pastor’s wall of fire from the grace of God.


e.  The pastor’s authority is established on the basis of the teaching of Bible doctrine.  Hence, the issue is not the man but the message.


(1)  2 Tim 4:2, “Preach the Word.  Be ready in season and out of season.  Reprove, rebuke, exhort [when warranted by context], and do this with all patience and teaching.”



(2)  1 Tim 4:10, “For because of this [communication of doctrine], we work hard to the point of exhaustion, and we hang in there tough because we have confidence in the living God who is the Savior of all men.”

3.  The means of executing the command and the proper motivation for the pastor is given in the phrase “caring for [them] not by compulsion but willingly according to the will of God.”


a.  A pastor cares for his congregation by the proper use of his authority in teaching them the word of God and protecting them from the influence of evil from those negative to doctrine.


b.  The pastor must be motivated to do this willingly because of his personal love for the Lord Jesus Christ and not because he feels compelled to do it just because God has given him the spiritual gift.


c.  The proper motivation for anything in life is the love of the Lord Jesus Christ.  If we are doing anything out of our love for the Lord Jesus Christ, then our motivation is correct.  If we are doing something because we “have to do it” then our motivation is incorrect.


d.  Col 3:23, “Whatever you do, do from the soul as to the Lord and not to men.”


e.  Eph 6:7, “with good motivation serve as to the Lord and not to men.”

4.  The last phrase deals with the financial compensation of the pastor, “nor greedily but freely.”


a.  The same concept of not being greedy for monetary gain is expected of deacons in the local church, 1 Tim 3:8, “Deacons likewise must be men of dignity, not double-tongued, or addicted to much wine or fond of sordid gain.”


b.  The teacher of doctrine, the evangelist, the missionary is worthy of financial compensation.



(1)  Lk 10:7, “Stay in that house, eating and drinking what they give you; for the laborer is worthy of his wages.  Do not keep moving from house to house.”



(2)  1 Tim 5:18, “For the Scripture [Deut 25:4] says, “You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing,” and [Lev 19:13; Deut 24:15] “The laborer is worthy of his wages.”



(3)  Mt 10:10, “or a bag for your journey, or even two coats, or sandals, or a staff; for the worker is worthy of his support.”



(4)  1 Cor 9:9, 11-12, 14, “For it is written in the Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle the ox while he is threshing.”  God is not concerned about oxen, is He?”  1 Cor 9:11, “If we sowed spiritual things in you, is it too much if we reap material things from you?”  1 Cor 9:12, “If others share the right over you, do we not more?  Nevertheless, we did not use this right, but we endure all things so that we will cause no hindrance to the gospel of Christ.”  1 Cor 9:14, “So also the Lord directed those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel.”


c.  Paul and Peter are making the same point, which is:



(1)  The pastor is worthy of financial support from the congregation.



(2)  If that financial support becomes an issue to those believers, so that they are distracted from doctrine because they think the pastor is just teaching them for the purpose of financial gain, then the pastor should not accept any financial support from the congregation.  Therefore, doctrine is not compromised.



(3)  If the congregation is a mature congregation and understands the principle that the pastor is worthy of support and the congregation has the means and the motivation to support him, then he should be supported financially by them.



(4)  However, under no circumstances should the pastor’s motivation ever be to teach doctrine in order to receive financial support.  Teach doctrine for free.  Let the congregation be motivated by the influence of God the Holy Spirit to compensate the pastor for his work.  The pastor should never have to ask for support.  As with everything else what the pastor receives should be a matter of grace provision from the Lord, which means the pastor does nothing to earn it or deserve it.
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