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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the postpositive mild adversative particle DE, meaning “But.”  With this we have the conditional particle EI, meaning “if.”  This is a first class condition, which assumes the reality of a premise.

 is the comparative adverb HWS, meaning “as” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun CHRISTIANOS, which is a title for all believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, “Christian.”  This word was first used in Acts 11:26 and again in Acts 26:28.

Acts 11:26, “and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch.  And for an entire year they met with the church and taught considerable numbers; and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.”
Acts 26:28, “Agrippa replied to Paul, ‘In a short time you will persuade me to become a Christian.’”  This shows us that the term was so common even pagan rulers were referring to believers in Christ as Christians as early as 60 A.D.

“But if [you suffer] as Christians [and you do],”
is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “stop” when used with a present imperative verb.  With this we have third person singular present middle imperative from the verb AISCHUNW, which means, “to be ashamed.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on—Christians are ashamed of suffering because they are Christians.


The middle voice lays stress on the believers producing the action.


The imperative mood is a command with the present tense to stop an action already in progress.

“stop being ashamed,”
is the postpositive mild adversative particle DE again, meaning “but” plus the third person singular present active imperative from the verb DOXAZW, meaning “to glorify.”

The present tense is a tendential present which describes an action that should be in the process of taking place but is not yet happening.


The active voice indicates that all believers who suffer as Christians should be glorifying God.


The imperative mood is a command.

is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”
 is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of cause from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA, which means “name, title” plus the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”  The phrase is translated “because of this title.”
“but glorify God because of this title.
1 Pet 4:16 corrected translation
“But if [you suffer] as Christians [and you do], stop being ashamed, but glorify God because of this title.”
Explanation:
1.  This verse is the flip side of the previous verse.  It states that believers positive to doctrine will definitely suffer just because they are Christians.


a.  This is definitely a reference to suffering for blessing.


b.  God expects us to suffer unjustly and unfairly because we are Christians.


c.  As a believer positive to Bible doctrine, you have a very special relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ; for you are using the operational spiritual life in the same manner that He used the prototype spiritual life during the incarnation and First Advent.  This gives you a very unique relationship to the Lord Jesus Christ, more so than the usual Christian who just has eternal life and could care less about Bible doctrine.


d.  We are depending on the two power options—the filling of the Holy Spirit and doctrine in the soul to get through the trials, tribulations, testings, and the sufferings of life in Satan’s kingdom, just as our Lord did during His first advent.


e.  We are depending on the spiritual problem solving devices to handle all the heartaches and disasters that come our way, just as our Lord did.  Weare executing the plan of God through our spiritual life just as our Lord did.


f.  These things give us a special relationship with Christ that calls for extraordinary countermeasures on the part of Satan to tempt us and try to make us give up on the spiritual life.


g.  We are added testimony against Satan in his appeal trial and he must cross-examine us on the witness stand.  He does so through unjust suffering to prove that He is in fact more powerful than Bible doctrine.  When we give in to the suffering by failure to use the spiritual problem solving devices, our testimony for the spiritual life of our Lord Jesus Christ is invalidated.  When we stand up to the pressure of undeserved suffering through the use of the problem solving devices, our testimony withstands the cross-examination of Satan and we glorify the Lord Jesus Christ.

2.  Therefore, we are given the command to never be ashamed of suffering because we are Christian, no matter how much we have to suffer for it.


a.  We can suffer for being called a Christian because we have standards compatible with the laws of divine establishment, which others resent.


b.  We can suffer for being called a Christian because we have values compatible with the standards of Bible doctrine taught in the New Testament.


c.  We can suffer for being called a Christian because we don’t rush off into moral degeneracy or immoral degeneracy as do others with whom we are acquainted.


d.  Regardless of how we are socially criticized or ostracized by others, we never need to be ashamed of holding to the standards of Bible doctrine taught to us by God the Holy Spirit.


e.  Our Lord Jesus Christ was ostracized and rejected by more people than can ever  reject us, and yet He remained in the prototype spiritual life and kept on applying Bible doctrine to the circumstances of His life.  We are expected to do no less.

3.  If we do these things, we will glorify God.


a.  How does the believer glorify God?


(1)  The glorification of God occurs when the believer attains spiritual adulthood and advances to spiritual maturity.  Then the believer is said to be “filled with all the fullness of God,” Eph 3:19.



(2)  There are three categories of spiritual adulthood.




(a)  Spiritual self-confidence is confidence in what we have learned and believe.




(b)  Spiritual autonomy is cognitive independence.  We don’t need the help and advice of others to know what God wants and do what God wants.



(c)  Spiritual maturity is cognitive invincibility.  We are able to execute the plan, will, and purpose of God for our lives regardless of the circumstances of our life.



(3)  The believer glorifies God when he parlays the life beyond gnwsis (Eph 3:19) into the life beyond dreams (Eph 3:20).



(4)  The plan of God is divided into two categories.




(a)  The life beyond gnwsis, Eph 3:19.




(b)  The life beyond dreams, Eph 3:20.



(5)  The life beyond gnwsis is epignwsis, the consistent function of post-salvation epistemological rehabilitation.



(6)  The life beyond knowledge is the life of cognition and application of Bible doctrine.  Learning doctrine in the Old Testament won’t advance us in the life beyond gnwsis (knowledge).  We must understand the mystery doctrine of the Church Age, which is found in the New Testament epistles; for it contains all the mechanics for the plan of God in this dispensation (period of human history—the Church Age).



(7)  The result is the attainment of spiritual adulthood, in which we begin to gain dynamic momentum in the spiritual life.


(8)  Spiritual maturity converts the life beyond gnwsis into the life beyond dreams, which becomes the basis for glorifying God.


b.  What Does Not Glorify God.



(1)  Notice that left out is all our human good and evil works.  All this is wood, hay, and stubble; it will all be burned at the Judgment Seat of Christ.



(2)  The only Christian service and production that counts is the production that results from perception of doctrine and the influence of the Holy Spirit.



(3)  Therefore, service and dead works are not the means of attaining spiritual maturity or of glorifying God.



(4)  Spiritual growth is not measured in works; spiritual growth is measured in learning and applying the doctrine in our soul.  When there is momentum, there will be production.  That production will be rewardable at the Judgment Seat of Christ.


c.  The Pattern for Glorifying God in the Church Age.



(1)  The pattern of post-salvation rehabilitation or truth is the pattern of reception, retention, and recall.




(a)  Reception of Bible doctrine is learning the word of God.  Our priority is the daily reception of the doctrines of the Church Age.




(b)  Retention refers to the repetition of learning Bible doctrine until we cannot forget it.




(c)  Recall is the application of doctrine, producing wisdom.



(2)  This results in understanding our spiritual life, the power options of the spiritual life, and the spiritual problem solving devices.



(3)  Momentum is based on solving problems.  Momentum is based upon handling the problem of suffering.  There is X-amount of suffering for blessing involved in momentum, because this is the way we apply doctrine to our experience.



(4)  Glorification of God is the execution of God’s plan through the application of doctrine to the problems in life.  This is our advance to spiritual maturity.



(5)  This means advance through the stages of spiritual adulthood by the continued application of doctrines we have learned to various areas of testing and suffering.



(6)  The pattern for glorifying God includes suffering for blessing, not divine discipline or self-induced misery under the law of volitional responsibility.




(a)  Self-induced misery results in divine discipline, which is designed to motivate us to rebound and recover momentum in our spiritual life.  Only suffering for blessing has momentum.




(b)  There are three categories of suffering for blessing: providential preventative suffering; momentum testing; evidence testing (for mature believers only).



(7)  Glorification of God is related to the distribution of our blessings for time.  That is when the life beyond dreams begins.
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