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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
 is the postpositive mild conjunctive particle DE used in its continuative sense, meaning “And.”  With this we have adverbial accusative (the accusative used as an adverb) from the neuter singular article and the noun TELOS, meaning “finally.”
is the vocative masculine plural from the adjective PAS used as a substantive, meaning “everyone.”  Ellipsis demands the insertion of EIMI, translated “[should be].”  With this we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective HOMOPHRWN, which means “like-minded, united in spirit, harmonious.”
“And finally, everyone [should be] like-minded,”
 is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective SUMPATHĒS, from which we get the word “sympathy”.  It means to be “sympathetic.”
 is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective PHILADELPHOS, which means “loving one’s brother.”
 is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective EUSPLAGCHNOS, meaning “tenderhearted, compassionate.”
 is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective TAPEINOPHRWN, meaning “humble.”
“sympathetic, loving one’s brother, compassionate, humble,”
1 Pet 3:8 corrected translation
“And finally, everyone [should be] like-minded, sympathetic, loving one’s brother, compassionate, humble,”
Explanation:
1.  Peter will now summarize all that he has said since Chapter 2 verse 11 through Chapter 3 verse 7.

2.  Peter is about to list a series of virtues that are a part of our spiritual life for the Church Age.  These virtues are applicable to all believers, male, female, single, married, management, labor, pastor, and congregation.

3.  God expects us to think alike when it comes to the issue of Bible doctrine.  There are many doctrines that believers will disagree upon but there are a few doctrines that are absolutely essential for fellowship with other believers.  They are:


a.  Salvation is by faith alone in Christ alone.  No human works can save us.


b.  Once we are saved we are always saved, the doctrine of eternal security.


c.  God gives us our very own spiritual life, which consists in the filling of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine in our souls.  The filling of the Spirit is not an experience but His influence of our souls as the function of our spiritual life.


d.  All of us are sinners, commit sin, and must acknowledge that sin to be restored to fellowship with God.


e.  The most important thing we can do as Christians is learn the word of God, because God is only revealed in His word, and we cannot love someone we do not know.

4.  Beyond these essential doctrines, believers can argue their heads off, though the Scripture directs us not to do so.  But as long as we share these beliefs with other believers, then we have the ability to tolerate and get along with them and give them the room they need to grow up spiritually.

5.  So being united in thinking means understanding and believing the essential values of Christianity:


a.  That the love and justice of God provided eternal salvation.


b.  That the integrity of God provided eternal security.


c.  That the power of God provided the spiritual life.


d.  That the faithfulness of God provides restoration to fellowship.

e.  That the mentorship of God teaches us doctrine.

6.  We are also expected to be sympathetic toward others.


a.  Sympathy means being in agreement with one’s tastes, mood, feelings, disposition; being congenial; getting along with others.


b.  There are two sides to the coin of sympathy.



(1)  On the one hand we are expected by God to get along with other people, whether believer or unbeliever.  This is the function of unconditional love, one of our problem solving devices.  When we treat others with honor, integrity, and virtue from our own soul, we are being sympathetic toward them when they don’t deserve it.



(2)  The other side of the coin is to agree with someone else’s mood, feeling, disposition, mental state.  We don’t have to feel the same way they do, but we understand how they feel or have felt similarly in the past and can relate our past feeling with their present feeling.  We share their feelings in our thoughts though we don’t necessarily share their factual feelings.  We are in agreement with their feelings mentally, just as many different instruments in an orchestra work together at the same time to produce the same note.  Sympathy is much more than feeling sorry for someone else because they are hurting; it is knowing how they feel and being in agreement with them in our thinking because we are in harmony with them.  Sympathy is not feeling what another person is feeling, no one can do that, because we don’t have their exact same background or experience.

7.  Loving one’s brother is the function of unconditional love toward all mankind.  There are two related problem solving devices in the plan of God: personal love for God and unconditional love for all mankind.  This is a reference to the latter.  We deal with others from the doctrine in our soul rather than from the reactions of our sin nature.

8.  Compassion means to suffer with another, having a disposition toward pity, inclined to show mercy; sorrow for the distress or misfortunes of another with the desire to help.


a.  Compassion means much more than just feeling sorry for others.  Compassion means having the motivation from the doctrine in our soul to want to help those who are suffering misfortune.


b.  Compassion means not only wanting to show mercy, kindness, help, giving toward others, but doing so in a genuine way that is not phony by drawing attention to ourselves.  Our compassion toward others must never be done for show, so that others will notice how wonderful we are or notice all that we have done for them.


c.  Our compassion is our desire to help another person, even if it means nothing more than crying with them in their grief.


f.  Related Scriptures:



(1)  Mt 9:13, “But go and learn what this means, ‘I desire compassion, and not sacrifice,’ for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”


(2)  Mt 9:36, “And seeing the multitudes, he felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and downcast like sheep without a shepherd.



(3)  Mt 14:14, “And when He went ashore, He saw a great multitude, and felt compassion for them, and healed their sick.”


(4)  Mt 15:32, 20:34; Mk 1:41; Lk 7:13.



(5)  Col 3:12, “Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on the affections of compassion [mercy, pity], kindness [goodness, generosity], humility, gentleness [courtesy, considerateness], patience [steadfastness, endurance, forbearance],”
9.  And the most difficult yet most important of all virtues to have in the Christian life is the virtue of humility.
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