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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
is the vocative masculine plural from the article and the noun ANĒR, translated “You husbands.”
 is the comparative adverb HOMOIWS, which means “likewise, in the same way.”
“You husbands, in the same way,”
 is the nominative masculine second person plural present active participle of the verb SUNOIKEW, which means “to live with; to live together.”

The present tense is retroactive progressive present for something, which has begun in the past and continues into the present.  This is also a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that Christian husbands are expected to produce this action.


The participle is used as an imperative mood.

 is the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the feminine singular noun GNWSIS, meaning “on the basis of knowledge.”
 is the comparative particle HWS, meaning “as” plus the instrumental of manner from the neuter singular comparative adjective ASTHENĒS, which means “weaker” and the neuter singular noun SKEUOS, meaning “object, thing, jar, dish, vessel, body, instrument.”  The phrase is translated “as with a weaker body.”  Compare Rom 9:22-23.

is the dative of indirect object from the article used as a possessive pronoun and the feminine singular adjective GUNAIKEIOS, meaning “feminine.”  The adjective used here as a substantive would be translated “female” and is used as a periphrasis for the wife: “with your wife.”
“live together with your wife on the basis of knowledge as with a weaker body,”
 is the nominative of explanation from the second person masculine plural present active participle from the verb APONEMW, which means “to assign, show, or pay honor to someone.”  This is a common word throughout Greek literature but only used here this one time in the Greek New Testament.


The present tense is customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.  This is also a static present for an action that should perpetually exist throughout the life of the believer.


The active voice indicates that all Christian husbands must show honor to their wives.


The participle is used as an imperative.

 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun TIME, meaning “honor.”
is the comparative particle HWS, meaning “as” with this we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also” and the dative indirect object from the masculine plural adjective SUGKLĒRONOMOS used as a noun, meaning “inheriting together with; to fellow-heirs” (this word is also used in Rom 8:17).

 is the objective genitive from the feminine singular noun CHARIS plus the descriptive genitive from the noun ZWĒ, meaning “of the grace of life.”
“showing honor also as to fellow-heirs of the grace of life,”
is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the neuter singular articular present passive infinitive from the verb EGKOPTW and the negative MĒ, meaning “to be hindered.”  The preposition EIS plus the accusative infinitive is one of several ways in Greek of forming a purpose clause, which is what we have here.  The preposition and infinitive together are an idiom, which is translated, “in order that something—whatever is the object of the infinitive—not be hindered.”
is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun PROSEUCHĒ, meaning “prayers” plus the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”  The noun in the accusative case here acts as the subject of the infinitive even though it is in the accusative case; this is the typical Greek use of the Attic accusative-infinitive.

“in order that your prayers not be hindered.”
1 Pet 3:7 corrected translation
“You husbands, in the same way, live together with your wife on the basis of knowledge as with a weaker body, showing honor also as to fellow-heirs of the grace of life, in order that your prayers not be hindered.”
Explanation:
1.  Peter now turns his attention to Christian husbands and gives a command to live with your wife on the basis of knowledge.  What does this mean?


a.  The most important thing a man can do in marriage is understand how he is supposed to live with a woman.  The source of this information is found in the word of God.


b.  Human viewpoint systems of thinking may or may not be accurate in the information they provide on how to live together in marriage, but divine viewpoint is always right.


c.  The husband must understand that the woman is a responder or a reactor.  Without understanding this, he will never understand the woman.  Women respond to honor, integrity and virtue.  Women react to mental attitude, verbal, and emotional sins.


d.  To understand the woman, we have to understand personal love for God and unconditional love for all mankind.  The woman responds to our personal love for God and our unconditional love for her.  She may not like it at first, but she will come to respect you for your beliefs.


e.  Women want to respect men.  As a man, we must give them something to respect.  If we have no honor, integrity and virtue from doctrinal standards in your soul, then they have nothing to respect.


f.  We also must understand that the woman is vulnerable to flattery from others and protect her from this.  We understand how other males operate and we have to teach our wife their systems of seduction in order to protect her.  Unmarried women must learn this from older women.


g.  Women must also be taught how to love others.  They do not have the spiritual gift of prophecy and cannot possibly know what our likes and dislikes are unless we tell them.


h.  Women must be taught how to handle boredom, death of loved ones, and many other things.  Some of these things can only be taught to them by other women.  In that case, it may be necessary for us as the leader in the relationship to ask an older and wiser Christian woman to teach our wife.

2.  Principles:

a.  Husbands are commanded to live with their wives on the basis of knowledge about the woman.  This verse demands that the husband understand the woman, but it also demands that the woman understand herself.  The word for knowledge here is the Greek word GNWSIS.  It is used rather than the word EPIGNWSIS because marriage is a divine institution for both believers and unbelievers.  This is a mandate from the word of God to understand the woman.  The woman should be understood by the unbelieving husband as well as by the believing husband.  The man who does not live with his wife on the basis of knowing and understanding her is inevitability going to be abusive, full of arrogance, and throw his weight around.  The supreme court of heaven is devastating on any man who abuses a woman.  There is enough information in the Bible for any man to be able to obey this mandate.


b.  The woman is the weaker vessel because she is designed by God as a responder.



(1)  When she reacts to authority as a responder, she becomes weak.  When a woman is not responding, she is reacting.  When she reacts to her husband, she is also reacting to the Lord.  When she responds to her husband, she can respond to the Lord and be much stronger than her husband.



(2)  The woman is not weaker in her personality; she is only weaker because she is designed to be a responder.



(3)  The husband has the responsibility to protect her from responding to the wrong thing or someone else and transferring her affection.  He does this by his personal love from honor, integrity and virtue.



(4)  The woman has a more difficult life to live because she has many responsibilities that demand that she respond to the man.  She has a much more difficult time executing the spiritual life, because, if her husband is not fulfilling his part, she has a far more difficult life than the man.



(5)  When the woman is reacting to the man and society in general, then society collapses.  The woman as a responder is the primary motivator of the man.  When the woman is out of place in society, it becomes a degenerate society.  But when the woman is in place in society, then society is magnificent.


c.  Because the woman has a more difficult life, it is the responsibility of the man to honor the woman.  To have authority over women means to honor them, not to take advantage of them.  The wife has the responsibility to be a great lover.  She is commanded to respect her husband.  Satan understood this when he made his attack on man through the woman.  Adam really did not understand his wife.


d.  The fact the woman is a fellow heir of the grace of life means that there must always be authority but there is also the necessity for equality to execute the plan of God.  When the husband is unfair or unjust, then she must respond to God the Father under the problem solving devices of personal love for God the Father and occupation with Christ.


e.  When there is antagonism and fighting between a husband and wife and failure to obey the divine laws of marriage, prayers are unanswered.  Even though our prayers are not answered, God the Holy Spirit and the Lord Jesus Christ are still making intercession for us.  No one else can pray for such a couple since they do not have all the facts.

3.  Arrogance is the most destructive factor in human relationships.  God makes war against the arrogant believer, but gives grace to the humble believer, Jam 4:6; 1 Pet 5:5.


a.  Arrogance is a destructive factor in marriage for a self-absorbed spouse.  The woman has her problems in listening.  The man has his problems in leading.


b.  The spouse who functions under the arrogance skills always undermines the marriage.  Such a spouse is always right under self-justification.  Such a spouse bombards the marriage with the sins of arrogance.  Such a spouse is totally preoccupied with self and totally insensitive to the other spouse.


c.  The arrogant believer demands unconditional love from his spouse.


d.  Personal love is only effective in marriage with the integrity of virtue love.  Personal love outside of integrity combines emotion with arrogance to establish the irrational procedure of problem solving—adding a problem to a problem to try to solve a problem.

4.  Things the man must understand about the woman.


a.  To begin to understand the woman, it is necessary for the man to know that the Bible teaches that she is a responder.  Eph 5:33 commands the woman to respect her husband.  Respect is admiration and approbation combined with deference and partiality, so that the object of such esteem occupies such a place in the soul.  For the woman, true love must start in her soul, not in her body.  True love must originate from virtue in the soul.  The key to a woman’s love is her respect.


b.  The woman has a soul.  That means a woman has freedom.  No man can force a woman to love him either by flattery or tyranny unless she has reacted to her husband.  In her reaction, she is a target for the predatory male.  Her love must originate from her own volition in her soul.  Therefore, what a woman does not freely give from the volition of her soul is not worth having.  A woman must have freedom in her soul to love a man.  The real problem for the woman in personal love is her priorities and her values in life.  Often her priorities get ahead of her.



(1)  The only way that a woman can love a man is from her soul.  She is a responder, and when she is not responding, she is reacting.  When she is reacting, the man is in trouble.  This is one reason why adultery and fornication is so devastating to the woman’s capacity for loving a man.  Fornication and adultery do not have virtue.  A woman in adultery or fornication changes her whole system of values from the stream of consciousness or the soul, where God intended them to be, to her body.  Her emphasis goes from the soul to the body, and she wants solutions related to the body rather than the soul.  She loses her great ability to respond through respect, the highest form of love.



(2)  Sex outside of marriage is a system of lust and sin by volitional involvement.  Sex was designed by God to be an expression of love in marriage.  The desire for sex is volitional rather than genetic in origin.



(3)  The major attack on morality is immorality.  Sex outside of marriage is prohibited.  One of the major reasons for this is because a woman is a responder.  Fornication, adultery or both destroy the responding system of the woman, and gives her a false sense of values.  It awakens the lust of the body rather than keeping the emphasis on the soul.  Sex outside of marriage destroys the marriage before it ever comes about, because a woman changes her values to the emotion, feeling, and responses of her body rather than her soul.  She will never have a successful marriage and will never understand true love.



(4)  Marriage existed before sex.  Marriage existed before there was any single status.  God did not start the human race with romance or friendship, but with marriage.  Conjugal love was designed by God from the beginning of mankind as an expression of marriage.  Gen 2:24, “Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother, and have sex with his wife; and they shall become one flesh.”  The body of the man and woman are joined in marriage.  Their souls can only be joined where the three laws of marriage (husbands love your wives, wives obey your husbands, forgive as Christ forgave) are understood and obeyed.  Sex in marriage should be an expression of personal love from integrity formed by virtuous personal and unconditional love.  Therefore, sex in marriage is both recreation and procreation.  The purpose for sex in marriage was recreation.  Procreation did not occur until after the fall.


c.  If the husband fails, the wife will fail because she is a responder.  It is the failure of the husband that causes the wife to fail.



(1)  When a woman is not responding, she is reacting, which makes her far more vulnerable to more subtle and obvious fields of carnality.  When a woman reacts to someone, she has to respond to someone else.  In responding to someone else, she is in the process of destroying herself.



(2)  Because a woman goes from response to reaction, she tries to compensate for it by seeking the approbation of other men.  Her response to these other men is not a soul response, but a physical response.  As this goes on, she builds up a strong arrogance.  She has lost her respect for the one man that protects her from all the dangers of other men who only want her body.  Physical rapport does not perpetuate love, nor is it necessarily even involved in love.



(3)  When any man resorts to any form of physical violence to control a woman, he is the biggest loser in town.  She will react to him, reject him in her soul, shut down her own soul reflexes, and resort to fornication or adultery.  She is trying to solve a problem with another problem, and her soul no longer has the capability of respect.  All she has left is guilt, and guilt sets up a vacuum of hopelessness.  Premarital sex destroys everything that God gave us for true and perfect happiness.



(4)  The woman’s soul is especially sensitive because the woman is a responder.  When the woman reacts to an insensitive man, she takes on the characteristics of that man, and she becomes insensitive toward her husband, but she becomes responsive to other predatory males.



(5)  When a woman is reacting, she cannot stop reacting against her husband unless she is gets back inside the spiritual life.  Responding to the Lord stops her reaction.  The solution to reaction is responding to the Lord.  This is why she is commanded to obey her husband as unto the Lord.  If the man reacts to the woman’s reacting, all it does is intensify the problem.  A woman under emotional reaction is irrational.  A man under reacting to a woman emotionally is irrational.  Things are said in anger to hurt each other, which can lead to manufacturing greater problems.  Instead of reacting to her carnal husband, the wife should respond to the Lord.  Responding to the Lord instead of reacting to her husband is to living your spiritual life under the spiritual problem solving devices.
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