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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For” used to introduce an illustration.  With this we have the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “in this manner.”
is the enclitic particle of time POTE, meaning “formerly” or “at one time”.  With this we have the adjunctive use of the connective KAI, meaning “also.”
“For in this manner formerly also”
 is the nominative subject from the feminine plural article, the adjective HAGIOS and the noun GUNĒ, meaning “the holy women.”  This is a reference to married women who were believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.

 is the nominative feminine plural from the articular present active participle verb ELPIZW, meaning “to have absolute confidence in, to hope.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “who.”

The present tense is durative present for an action, which began in the past at the moment of salvation and continued throughout the life of these believing wives.


The active voice indicates that these believer-wives produced the action of having absolute confidence in God.


The participle is circumstantial.

 is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “in God.”
 is the third person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb KOSMEW, which means “to order, arrange, prepare; to adorn.”

The imperfect tense is a customary imperfect for that which habitually occurred.


The active voice indicates that these holy women in the Old Testament times produced the action of adorning themselves in a certain way.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOS, meaning “themselves.”
“holy women who kept on having confidence in God kept on adorning themselves”
 is the nominative feminine plural present passive participle from the verb HUPOTASSW, which means “to obey, to subject oneself.”

The present tense is a customary present for that which was reasonably expected to occur.


The passive voice indicates that these holy women receive the action of subjecting themselves to their own husbands.


The participle is instrumental, indicating the means by which the action of adorning took place.

 is the dative indirect object from the masculine plural article, the adjective IDIOS, and the noun ANĒR, meaning “to their own husbands.”
“by subordinating themselves to their own husbands.”
1 Pet 3:5 corrected translation
“For in this manner formerly also holy women who kept on having confidence in God kept on adorning themselves by subordinating themselves to their own husbands.”
Explanation:
1.  The phrase “For in this manner” refers to the manner of life of adorning the hidden man of the heart with the imperishable quality of a humble and quiet spirit.

2.  Peter introduces the illustration of holy women from the Old Testament.  We can infer that the Old Testament Scriptures were known well enough by Peter’s readers that this simple example spoke for itself without Peter having to go into any elaborate detail.

3.  The phrase “holy women” refers to those who were believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.


a.  No human being is ever called “holy” who has not personally believed in the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  At the moment of personal faith in Christ, God does many things for the Church Age believer.  One of those things is imputing His very own righteousness to the believer.  This makes the believer “holy” or set apart unto God.


c.  The adjective “holy” is further qualified in our verse by the phrase “who kept on having confidence in God.”


(1)  This phrase refers to personal faith in Jesus Christ followed by living the spiritual life provided in the Old Testament—the constant use of the faith-rest drill.



(2)  The Greek word ELPIS is frequently translated “hope.”  But the modern English connotation of the noun hope does not convey the Greek meaning of the word ELPIS.  A much better meaning is “absolute, total, or complete confidence.”


(3)  Three examples of the holy women of the Old Testament.





(a)  Deborah, Jud 4:4, was a judge over Israel.





(b)  Rehab, Josh 2:1-3; 6:17-25; Heb 11:31; Jam 2:25.





(c)  Hannah, 1 Sam 1:1-2:21.

4.  Finally, we have the key principle that Peter wants to bring out in this section of his epistle: “the holy women kept on adorning themselves by subordinating themselves to their own husbands.”

a.  Subordination to legitimate, God-given authority is the key message in this passage.


b.  We are nothing without obedience to God’s authority, whether that authority be the words of God as contained in Scripture, the authority of the pastor-teacher in the teaching of Bible doctrine, the authority of your husband over you, or the authority of our parents over us.


c.  Authority orientation is the absolute essential foundation for humility.  Without obedience to authority, we have no humility.  Without humility we are full of arrogance.  It is an either/or situation.


d.  Our sin nature wants to be arrogant every chance it gets.  The only thing stopping it is us; that is, our volition combined with our humility.

e. We rule ourselves.  No one else rules us.


f.  No one can make us arrogant.  No one can make us humble.


g.  We must make ourselves humble by our obedience to authority.


h.  The self-subordination of the wife to her husband is her spiritual orientation to humility and God’s will for her life.  A woman who does not realize this or who does understand it and rejects it will never be happy.  She will make herself into a spiritual loser of all the happiness and blessing God has designed for her; and she does this by her own arrogance.


i.  Authority orientation means placing certain demands on ourselves.


(1)  We must demand from ourselves unquestioning obedience to any authority over us.  Those in authority over us don’t owe us a reason for why they give a certain command.  They often give a reason, because of our weakness in authority orientation, because we need some justification for obeying a command.



(2)  We must demand from ourselves voluntary willingness to do what we are told, without criticism, without questioning, and without having to have everything explained to us.



(3)  We must demand from ourselves willing and enthusiastic compliance with the rules, regulations, policies, demands made upon us by whatever authority is over us.


j.  If we do not have this kind of mental attitude toward authority, then we have no authority orientation; we have no true humility; we have no real honor or integrity.  All we have is us; and we are full of ourselves.

5.  Women make themselves fantastically beautiful by willing obedience to their husbands.  There is nothing more appealing to any man than to have a woman who respects and loves him in total obedience to him.  The husband is so shocked and happy when he finds himself in this situation, he will do anything to please his wife.  Other men will admire and envy him, which will also get his attention and make him realize what a wonderful women he has.  At that point, the woman’s influence over her husband is at its peak, and she has done it by total, complete, enthusiastic, willing obedience, without saying a word.  Unfortunately, most pastors are too scared to teach this for fear that all the women will nag their husbands into firing him.  Or women don’t believe this because of their arrogant need to tell everyone what they think is more important to them than what the word of God teaches.

6.  So we all have a choice to make with regard to God’s standard for a beautiful woman: either we believe that her beauty lies in her authority orientation and obedience or her beauty lies in her external appearance.  Men who don’t learn this principle suffer horribly in marriage.  Women who don’t accept this principle suffer horribly throughout life.  God has not designed us for suffering, but for happiness.  But there is no happiness apart from learning, accepting, believing,  and applying the word of God taught through the ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  The choice is yours.
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