
1 Pet 3:2

1 Pet 3:2

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
 is the nominative masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb EPOPTEUW, which means “to observe, to see something.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at your entire manner of life in all of its aspects as a single whole.


The active voice indicates that unbelieving husbands produce this action of watching how their wives behave.


The participle is temporal and precedes the action of the main verb in the previous verse.  It is translated “when they observe.”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article HO and the adjective HAGNOS, which means “pure, holy.”  This is a reference to living the spiritual life of the Church Age under the control of God the Holy Spirit and the influence of metabolized doctrine in the soul.  With this we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association from the masculine singular noun PHOBOS, meaning “associated with respect.”
is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ANASTROPHĒ, meaning “manner of life, way of life, conduct.”
 is the possessive genitive second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”
1 Pet 3:2 corrected translation
“when they observe your pure manner of life associated with respect.”
Explanation:
1.  The entire sentence reads, “In the same manner, wives, continue under the authority of your own husbands, in order that even if certain ones keep on being disobedient to the word, through the behavior of their wives without a word they will be won, when they observe your pure manner of life associated with respect.”
2.  The key to evangelization of the unbelieving husband (or the believer husband negative to the word of God) is the conduct or manner of life of the wife.


a.  Contrary to proper belief, men do admire women; but only certain women.


b.  Men are fascinated with women and pay more attention to them than to any one else on earth.  If a man thinks something is more interesting than you, ladies, then it is probably because you are a boring person.  God didn’t design you to be boring; He designed you to be fascinating.  If you are not fascinating, it is because you are too lazy to make yourself fascinating.


c.  Men pay careful attention to everything their wives do, yet rarely let on that they notice anything.


d.  Wives have a tremendous influence on their husbands; the problem is wives just don’t realize it or have forgotten how to use their influence.


e.  Your manner of life says more about you as a woman than anything else in life.



(1)  Your conduct is more important than your looks, though how you look is a part of your conduct.



(2)  Your conduct is more important than how you dress, though how you dress is also a part of your conduct.



(3)  Your conduct is more important than the lust pattern of your sin nature, which can ruin years of influence in a minute.

3.  The woman’s greatest influence is her conduct, her manner of life.


a.  Our manner of life is determined by what we think.  We act out whatever is going on in our soul.


b.  Our standards determine what we think, which influences how we act.


c.  Our standards are determined by either the cosmic system or by Bible doctrine.


d.  Therefore, if we have learned Bible doctrine and truly believe it, so that it affects our actions, then we will have right standards based upon the teaching of the word of God.


e.  These right standards will result in the proper conduct of the spiritual life of the Church Age.


f.  This conduct, based on the spiritual life, manifests the greatest honor, integrity, and virtue that can be attained by a human being.


g.  Our honor, integrity, and virtue will have the most dramatic impact on our conduct, which in turn will have the most dramatic influence on other people who know us.


h.  So if we really want to influence our spouse, then we must have honor, integrity, and virtue from doctrine circulating in our soul and being applied in what we think, say, and do.

4.  The most important aspect of a wife’s manner of life or conduct is her respect for the authority of her husband.


a.  If you do not respect the authority of your husband, then no matter what else you do or don’t do, you have no influence with him.


b.  The foundation for honor, integrity, and virtue is respect for authority.


c.  We have honor, integrity, and virtue as Christians only because we want to learn what God expects of us and then willingly do what He expects out of respect and love for Him.


d.  We cannot truly love someone if we do not respect them.  No woman loves a man she does not respect.  No man loves a woman he does not respect.


e.  Respect for another person has several characteristics.



(1)  Obedience to their known will.



(2)  Obedience to their known intent.  A good example is how a company commander follows the intent of his battalion commander.  Another example, a husband may say to his wife, “We have got to cut back on how much we are spending.”  He doesn’t tell her exactly how to accomplish the mission of spending less, but he gives her his intent.  The wife then uses various means to save more money by being careful what she buys at the grocery store, or putting off the vacation they have both wanted for a while longer.  She has respected his wishes without having to be ordered to do anything.



(3)  Respect for another person includes giving them their privacy.  This means no jealousy, no suspicion, giving them the benefit of the doubt, not secretly monitoring their phone calls, not wondering why they are being called by some other woman or some other man.


(4)  Respect for another includes giving them their freedom to do what they want to do, to do what they feel like doing, to do the things they need to do.



(5)  Respect for another includes protecting them from gossip, maligning, and the criticism of others, either by refusing to participate in the gossip or maligning, or pointing out to the gossiper or maligner the good qualities of the person they are criticizing.



(6)  Respect for another person includes unconditional love for them under every circumstance in life, especially when we know they are wrong.



(7)  Respect for another person means treating them better than they deserve to be treated.  None of us really deserve any respect, because we are all just different kinds of sin natures creating sin, human good, and evil wherever we go.  But giving respect to others is a matter of our grace orientation toward them.



(8)  Our Lord Jesus Christ respected us so much that He was willing to die for our sins on the Cross.  How much easier is it for us to show respect for others by being gracious to them when they don’t deserve it?


f.  When a woman is gracious to her undeserving husband, he notices her pure manner of life associated with respect and will be influenced by it.  You have God’s word on it.

2
3

