
JUDGMENT


1 Pet 3:12
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is the casual use of the conjunction HOTI, which means “because” and introduces the reason for why we should turn away from evil and pursue divine good.

 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun OPHTHALMOS, which means “the eyes” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “of the Lord.”
Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “[are].”
 is the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the masculine plural adjective DIKAIOS, which means “on the righteous.”  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of this group of people.  The righteous are those who have believed in Christ and especially those who are using their great spiritual life to execute the plan of God.

“because the eyes of the Lord [are] on the righteous”
is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the neuter plural noun OUS, meaning “ear.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “and His ears.”  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the Greek verb “to listen.”
is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of direction from the feminine singular noun DEĒSIS, which means “entreaty, prayer” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, translated “to their prayer.”
“and His ears [listen] to their prayer,”
is the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, which means “but” and introduces a mild contrast.  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun PROSWPON, which means “the face, the countenance,” but is often taken as the seat of the faculty of seeing.  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “of the Lord,” referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.

Ellipsis again demands the insertion of the present active indicative from the verb EIMI, “[is].”
 is the preposition EPI plus the accusative of relationship from the masculine plural present active participle from the verb POIEW, meaning, “against those doing.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the person of God produces the action.


The participle is ascriptive being used as a substantive.  Literally this says “against evil doers.”
The preposition EPI plus the accusative relationship means “against,” when used in a hostile sense as also in Acts 7:57.

 is the accusative of relationship from the neuter plural adjective KAKOS, meaning “evil.”
“but the face of the Lord [is] against evil doers.”
1 Pet 3:12 corrected translation
“because the eyes of the Lord [are] on the righteous and His ears [listen] to their prayer, but the face of the Lord [is] against evil doers.”
Explanation:
1.  As with the last verse, this is a direct quotation from the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible in 250 B.C.  The LXX is quoted because the Jews no longer understood the Hebrew, but were very familiar with the Greek translation, just as believers today no longer understand the Greek but are very familiar with various English translations.

2.  God watches believers, all believers.  He has watched us since eternity past.  There never has been a time when God hasn’t known exactly what we were doing or thinking.  He has always known everything about us and has never forgotten us.

3.  God also hears the prayers of believers.


a.  God does not hear the prayers of unbelievers, except the prayer of faith in Christ.


b.  God does not hear the prayers of believers who imitate unbelievers when under the influence of the old sin nature.


c.  God hears the prayers only of those believers who are influencec by God the Holy Spirit, who are under the filling of the Holy Spirit.


d.  Therefore, when we are in panic palace, screaming, “Oh God help.”  God doesn’t hear us because fear, worry, anxiety are influencing our souls.


e.  But there is no prayer prayed by the believer in fellowship, which God does not answer.  Sometimes the answer is “no!” as when Paul begged the Lord three times to remove his thorn in the flesh, but God would not do so, in order that Paul might further understand suffering for blessing and evidence testing in God’s plan for his life.

4.  But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.


a.  We have a contrast here between the eyes of the Lord and the face of the Lord.  The eyes of the Lord usually refer to blessing toward mankind but can also be used for the judgment of evil.  The face of the Lord generally deals with judgment toward mankind but can also be used for blessing.  Examples:



(1)  Ps 34:16, “The face of the Lord is against evildoers, to cut off the memory of them from the earth.”


(2)  Jer 21:10, “‘For I have set My face against this city for harm and not for good,’ declares the Lord.”


(3)  Jer 44:11, “Therefore, thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, ‘Behold, I am going to set My face against you for woe, even to cut off all Judah.’”


(4)  The face of the Lord is also used for blessing, Ezek 39:29, “And I will not hide My face from them any longer, for I shall have poured out My Spirit on the house of Israel,’ declares the Lord God.”


(5)  The eyes of the Lord are used for judgment, Amos 9:8, “Behold, the eyes of the Lord God are on the sinful kingdom, and will destroy it from the face of the earth.”

b.  Here the face of the Lord is a reference to divine judgment against evil.  Criminals are evil and get away with nothing.  The face of the Lord is against them.  Vengeance belongs to God and He will repay the evil doers for all their evil.  Evil in all its shapes and forms will be judged by the Lord Jesus Christ.  Not a single evil will ever go unpunished.
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