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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
is the postpositive use of the conjunction DE, which suggests a mild contrast and after a negative (which we had in the previous verse) it means “rather.”  With this we have the third person singular aorist active imperative from the verb EKKLINW, which means “to turn away from something or someone.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist which gathers your spiritual life into a single whole and regards it as one event of turning away from evil all of your life.


The active voice indicates that you must do this from your won free will.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty.  The third person singular is translated “Rather let him turn away.”
 is the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the neuter singular adjective KAKOS, used as a noun, meaning “from evil.”
“Rather, let him turn away from evil”
is the continuative use of the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist active imperative from the verb POIEW, meaning “to do, to accomplish, produce, make, manufacture.”  Here it means to “produce.”

The aorist tense is a ingressive aorist to view the production of divine good in your spiritual life in its beginning.


The active voice indicates that you produce the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of entreaty.

is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective AGATHOS used as a noun.  It is translated “good” and refers to divine good or that absolute good produced by the filling of the Holy Spirit and motivation from Bible doctrine in the soul.

“and begin to produce good,”
 is the third person singular aorist active imperative from the verb ZĒTEW, which means “to seek, look for, investigate, examine, consider, deliberate; try to obtain, desire to possess.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist for the entirety of your spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that you produce this action from your own free will.


The imperative mood again is an entreaty.

 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ, which means “peace, prosperity, harmony; welfare, health.”  Here it means harmony.

is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist active imperative from the verb DIWKW, which means “to pursue, strive for, seek after, aspire to.”

The aorist tense is an ingressive aorist which looks at the whole action of your spiritual life from its beginning.


The active voice indicates that you produce the action of the verb.


The imperative mood is an entreaty.

is the accusative direct object from the third person feminine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and translated “it.”  The feminine here refers back to the previous feminine EIRĒNĒ, “harmony” or “peace.”
“let him try to obtain harmony and pursue it.”
1 Pet 3:11 corrected translation
“Rather, let him turn away from evil and begin to produce good, let him try to obtain harmony and pursue it.”
Explanation:
1.  Peter continues his illustration and quotation from Ps 34 with verse 14 which says, “Depart from evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it.”
2.  This quote is taken from the Greek translation of the Old Testament called the Septuagint or LXX (meaning ‘seventy’, because there were 70 Hebrew scholars that worked on the translation of the Old Testament Hebrew into Greek.

3.  God entreats us as a Father to a son or daughter to turn away from evil and to produce divine good.


a.  Before we can produce divine good in God’s plan we must first make a volitional decision to turn away from evil.


b.  Evil comes naturally to us because evil is the function of our sin nature acquired genetically from the male chromosomes of our father in copulation.


c.  Evil is the intensification of sin or human good by adding arrogance to the sin or human good.  For example, a man may find out that another man raped his daughter and hunt the rapist down and murder him out of revenge.  That is sin.  But if the man then continues to hunt down every criminal he can find and starts murdering them all because he thinks he is right in so doing, he has become arrogant, is above the law and is committing evil.


d.  God expects us to stop being arrogant and this is given as a direct command in Rom 12:2.  The purpose of this command is so that we will not produce evil.


e.  Evil is also any and everything that supports Satan’s plan.  All of Satan’s plans are pure evil.  Everything that Satan does is evil, because all that he does is motivated by the arrogance of wanting to be like the Most High God.  There is a great deal of good incorporated into Satan’s plan.  He is trying to make heaven on earth before the return of the Lord Jesus Christ at the Second Advent.  Therefore, he must incorporate as much human good into his plan and policies as he can.


f.  This results in mankind producing a tremendous amount of evil in the name of human good.  For example, it is a good thing, honorable thing, righteous thing to help the poor.  But when the government steps in, takes over, and demands a large sum of our money in the form of taxes to do so against our will, that is evil.  It is the evil of the arrogance of activism forcing good upon those who don’t want it.  The result is the establishment of a group of people who are no longer dependent upon God, but upon the State for all of their needs.  Their need for support becomes perpetuated from one generation to the next until they are slaves to the provision of the welfare State.  This is exactly what Satan wants.  This is one way in which he can keep large groups of people under his control.

g.  Instead God asks us to produce divine good.  Everything we do in the power and influence of God the Holy Spirit is divine good.  Everything done while filled with God the Holy Spirit is divine good, no matter how small or insignificant.  The most significant divine good we will ever perform will be the thoughts we have while under the influence of the filling of God the Holy Spirit.

4.  God expects us to try to obtain harmony and peace and pursue after it.  He knows that we will not always attain it, because other people also have free wills and sometimes just won’t let us. However, our responsibility as Christians is to make the attempt, “If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men,” Rom 12:18.  The Bible never gives us a command without also explaining how to execute that command.


a.  Prov 16:7, “When a man’s ways are pleasing to the Lord, he makes even his enemies to be at peace with him.”

b.  Mk 9:50, “Salt [Bible doctrine in the soul] is good; but if the salt becomes unsalty [negative volition to the teaching of doctrine], with what will you make it salty again?  Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

c.  Therefore these two passages combine to give us the mechanics of executing this command from God.  First we must have Bible doctrine in our soul.  We must know and understand God’s problem solving devices.  We must know what unconditional love for all mankind is as a problem solving device and how to use it.  We must understand grace orientation toward others. Second, we must take that doctrine which we know and apply it to others in our life.



(1)  When an angry man confronts us, we do not rage in anger back at him.  Our grace orientation, being gracious toward him because God has been gracious toward us, treats him in grace returning a blessing instead of a cursing.



(2)  When our wife has had enough of us and our arrogance, and gets in our face, it solves nothing to become bitter and angry and seek revenge.  Instead we rebound, keep moving, and under the filling of the Holy Spirit we treat her with unconditional love and understanding, not looking down our nose at her and wagging our finger in her face.



(3)  When our parents have finally been so unfair to us that we think we could scream, remember that putting the matter in the hands of the supreme court of heaven, which is occupation with the person of Christ, not only produces divine good but keeps us at peace with all men as much as it depends upon us.



(4)  We cannot have harmony with other people until we first have harmony and peace within ourselves.  The disharmony and discontent in all of us is the battle ragging between God the Holy Spirit who indwells us and our sin nature, which wants control of our thinking and actions.  We can only have peace and harmony within ourselves when God the Holy Spirit influences our soul.  This is the peace that surpasses all understanding.  The unbeliever cannot understand this kind of peace and harmony.



(5)  We cannot have peace and harmony within our self until we have peace and harmony with God.  We can only have peace with God through faith alone in Christ alone for eternal salvation; for He is our peace, the One who reconciled us to God the Father.  We can only have harmony with God through the filling of God the Holy Spirit who influences our soul and uses the Bible doctrine circulating in our soul to stay relaxed in the midst of all the disharmony and discontent from Satan’s cosmic system.

5.  Finally, do not try to just obtain harmony and peace with those around you, but pursue it.  That means we have to take the initiative to make it happen.  We pursue peace through making sure we are filled with the Spirit and through learning Bible doctrine.  Then we pursue peace by diligently applying these principles of doctrine to every single person who comes into our life.  If we do this, we will produce divine good and be rewarded for it at the Judgment Seat of Christ as a faithful steward in the little things of this life.

4
3

