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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
is the postpositive conjunctive particle DE used to introduce a mild contrast.  It is translated “But.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “all of you.”
is the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun GENOS, which means “race, stock; descendants, family, relatives; class, kind;” here it means “nation, people.”  It is also used this way in Acts 7:19; Gal 1:14; Phil 3:5.  The absence of the article points to the high quality of this people.

 is the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective EKLEKTOS, which means “chosen, select, elect; choice, excellent.”  Peter used this word in verses 4 and 6 for the Stone.  It is used of the elect angels in 1 Tim 5:21.  It is used of the Messiah as “the elect of God” in Lk 23:35.  It is used of those whom God has chosen from mankind and drawn to Himself in Mt 22:14, 24:22,24,31; Mk 13:20, 22, 27; 1 Pet 1:1; 2 Tim 2:10; Rom 8:33; Col 3:12; Tit 1:1; Rev 17:14; 2 Jn 1,13.

Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, “you [are].”
“You [are] the elect people.”
 is the appositional nominative from the neuter singular adjective BASILEIOS, meaning “royal.”  The only other use of this word in the New Testament is in Lk 7:25, “... Behold, those who are splendidly clothed and live in luxury are in royal palaces.”  With this we have the appositional nominative from the neuter singular noun HIERATEUMA, which means “priesthood.”  This word is only used in the Greek of biblical writers and others dependent upon them.  The phrase is translated “the royal priesthood.”  Again the absence of the article points to the high quality of this priesthood.

 is the appositional nominative from the neuter singular noun ETHNOS, meaning “nation, people.”  It is also used as a technical term for the Gentiles as in Eph 3:1 or Gal 2:12, 14.  Here it means “nation.”  With this we have the appositional nominative from the neuter singular adjective HAGIOS, meaning “holy, set apart, sacred, or dedicated to God.”  The phrase is translated “the holy nation.”
 is the appositional nominative from the neuter singular noun LAOS, meaning “the people.”  This word is used both of Israel as “the people of God” and of Christians as “the people of God.”  With this we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun PERIPOIĒSIS, meaning “keeping safe, preserving; gaining, obtaining; possessing, possession, property.”  The third use is its meaning here.  The phrase is translated “the people for the purpose of possession.”
“the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession,”
 is the Attic Greek conjunction HOPWS, which is used primarily with the aorist subjunctive verb to introduce a purpose clause.  It is translated “in order that.”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and the noun ARETĒ, which means “the virtues.”
 is the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb EXZANGELLW, which means “to report, to proclaim.”  This is the only occurrence of this word in the Bible though it is found in extra-biblical literature.


The aorist tense is dramatic aorist for stating a present reality with the certitude of a past vent.  This idiom is a device for emphasis.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce this action, when they live the spiritual life that God has designed for them.


The subjunctive mood is potential, depending on your positive volition to Bible doctrine.

 is the articular possessive genitive masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb KALEW, which means “to call.”  With this we have the accusative second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “all of you” and the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the neuter singular noun SKOTOS, meaning “from the darkness.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and is translated “of Him who.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the invitation of God the Father to believe in Christ in its entirety and regards it as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action of inviting you to believe in Christ.


The participle is circumstantial.

 is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular article and adjective THAUMASTOS, which means “wonderful, marvelous, remarkable.”  With this we have the possessive genitive third masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, translated “His” and the accusative of place from the neuter singular noun PHWS, meaning “light.”  The phrase is translated “into His wonderful light.”
“in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”
1 Pet 2:9 corrected translation
“You [are] the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”
Explanation:
1.  Remember that Peter is addressing Gentiles scattered throughout the Roman Empire; he is not talking to Jews.  The Roman Empire had replaced Israel as a client nation to God.  The believers of the Church Age, whether Jews or Gentiles, had replaced the Jews as God’s “chosen” people.  The royal priesthood of the Church Age had replaced the Levitical priesthood of Israel.

2.  “You are the elect people.”

a.  There are three elections in history.



(1)  Israel under the ritual plan of God.



(2)  Christ under the incarnation plan of God.



(3)  The Church under the protocol plan of God.


b.  Each election brought a new category into history.



(1)  The election of Israel brought in the new racial species, the Jew.



(2)  The election of Christ brought in the Hypostatic Union, i.e., undiminished deity and true humanity in one person forever.  Jesus Christ is eternal God and therefore different from humanity.  Jesus Christ is true humanity and therefore different from eternal God.  He had to become true humanity to be our great high priest, our mediator, and our Savior.



(3)  The election of the Church brought in the new spiritual species, the Church or royal family of God.


c.  All believers of the Church Age have been elected or chosen by God as His special representatives in the angelic conflict.


d.  We are unique and our testimony before the supreme court of heaven is unique.  We are the unseen, unsung, unknown soldiers of the angelic conflict.


e.  Election means that God has selected us in eternity past for special privilege and blessing because of who and what His Son, Jesus Christ is, and our relationship to His Son.


f.  We are in union with Christ and share everything that Christ has.  Our Lord was elected by God the Father in eternity past in the divine decrees to provide eternal salvation for all mankind and to be glorified to the maximum because of His sacrifice of Himself.  We share in His election by God the Father.


g.  We must not only understand our relationship to God, but also to man, and history.  In fulfilling our relationship to God, we fulfill our relationship to the other two.



(1)  1 Thes 1:4, “Knowing, brethren, beloved of God, His election for you.”  We must know that election is God’s plan for us.



(2)  Col 3:12, “As elected ones of God, holy and beloved, put on the affections of grace compassion.”  Grace orientation is the practical application of understanding our election to privilege.



(3)  2 Tim 1:9, “He has elected us into a holy station in life, not according to our works.”  There was nothing we could ever do to earn or deserve our status of privilege as royal family.



(4)  Rom 8:33, “Who will bring any accusation against the elect of God?”  Heaven itself cannot stop our historical impact because of the fulfillment of our election.



(5)  Election demands our function under honor, integrity, and virtue.  Eph 4:1, “I, therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, exhort you to walk in a manner worthy of your station in life, for which station in life you have been called [elected].”


(6)  Eph 1:4, “Since He Himself has elected us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before Him.”


(7)  Believers are commanded to make their calling and election a reality in 2 Pet 1:10-11, “Therefore brethren, be more motivated to make your calling and election a spiritual reality; for by doing these things [fulfillment of God’s plan], you will never stumble.  For in this manner [execution of the plan of God], your entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ [ultimate sanctification in resurrection body] will be richly supplied [conveyance of eternal blessings].”  How do you make your election a spiritual reality?  Through perception and application of election and lapsarianism (the correct order of the divine decrees).

h.  Election belongs to all Church Age believers, Rom 8:28-30.


i.  The election of the Church includes both equal privilege and equal opportunity for every believer for the execution of the plan of God.  Equal privilege is your royal priesthood.  Equal opportunity is logistical grace support and blessing.


j.  The whole purpose of the doctrine of election is to describe God’s way of providing invisible assets so we can fulfill His will and plan.  Election is the expression of the sovereignty of God for every Church Age believer made in eternity past.  God’s sovereignty wills for us personally the highest and the best.  Election expresses this sovereign will by providing equal privilege and equal opportunity for us, which we must use to fulfill His plan and to execute His will for our life.

3.  “You are the royal priesthood.”  The natural result of Peter’s first statement “You are the elect people” is that we are also the royal priesthood.  Since we have just gone over this information in detail in the last couple of verses, we will not do it again here.

4.  “You are the holy nation.”

a.  The word “holy” means set apart unto God for a special reason, purpose, or function.


b.  The royal family of God in the first century A.D. was primarily within the Roman Empire.  That nation was set apart unto God for the special purpose of protecting the freedom of believers for evangelism, for the protection of the apostles for the completion of the Canon, and for protecting the missionaries who went forth from client nation SPQR (The Senate and People of Rome).


c.  A client nation is a national entity under the patronage of God, assigned the responsibility for the formation, preservation, communication, and fulfillment of the canon of Scripture.


d.  Scripture.



(1)  Ex 19:4-6, “You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings, and brought you to Myself.  Now therefore, if hearing, you will obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all peoples, for all the earth is Mine; then you shall be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation to Me.  These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel.”


(2)  Dt 7:6, “For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.”


(3)  Dt 26:18-19, “And the Lord has today declared you to be His people, a people for His own [a treasured] possession, as He promised you; therefore, you are to keep all His commandments; and that He will set you high above all nations which He made, for praise, fame, and honor; and that you shall be a holy people to the Lord your God, as He has spoken.”

e.  A client nation to God is a nation under divine protection, because it has a large remnant of mature believers.  These mature believers have blessing by association to those around them and historical blessing to their nation.  A client nation is destroyed by the degenerate believers who “spin-off” from the core of mature believers by their rejection of Bible doctrine.  As the core shrinks, the nation loses its client nation status with God and undergoes the five cycles of discipline.

5.  “You are the people for the purpose of possession.”

a.  The Greek word PERIPOIESIS is used five times in the New Testament.



(1)  Eph 1:14, “who is the guarantee of our inheritance for the release of your assets for the praise of His glory.”


(2)  1 Thes 5:9, “for God has not destined us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,”


(3)  2 Thes 2:14, “for which purpose He called you through our gospel to gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”


(4)  Heb 10:39, “But we are not shrinking back to destruction, but of faith for the preserving of the soul.”


(5)  Our passage.


b.  There are two basic meanings of PERIPOEISIS:



(1)  The idea of keeping something or someone safe or preserving someone or something.  This is its use in Heb 10:39 and does not apply to our passage.



(2)  The second concept of the word is used in all the other passages of the New Testament.  This is the idea of gaining, obtaining, possessing something.


c.  We have gained, obtained, and possess tremendous assets from God.  This is the subject of Eph 1:14.  These assets are the means by which we gain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is the subject of 2 Thes 2:14.


d.  As spiritual royalty, we are designed to possess all the spiritual assets provided by God at salvation so that we may grow in grace, glorify our Lord Jesus Christ, and receive even greater grace blessings as spiritually mature believers.


e.  We have been designed by God to have the greatest blessings any human being could possibly have from God.  No other group of believers in history has the spiritual assets or grace blessings made available to us.  No other believers in human history are capable of possessing what we possess.  God has already given more to us than He will ever give to any other group of believers, and we did nothing to earn or deserve it.


f.  To whom much is given, much is expected.

6.  The purpose for all these great spiritual blessings is that we might proclaim the virtues of God who took us out of spiritual darkness and transferred us into spiritual understanding.


a.  The reason why we are all left alive and on earth after salvation is simple: to glorify the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  We are here to proclaim the virtues of Jesus Christ.  We cannot proclaim that of which we are ignorant.


c.  We cannot proclaim the virtues of Christ and live our lives as though still in spiritual death under the constant control of the sin nature.  Our actions and decisions must be based upon our spiritual life.  There can be no inconsistency in our function as a believer.


e.  Either God the Holy Spirit controls our life through the Bible doctrine in our soul or He does not.  If He does, then we will have no problem understanding or proclaiming the virtues of our Lord Jesus Christ.  If He does not, then we will never proclaim the virtues of Christ either with our lips or with our life.


f.  The greatest proclamation of the virtues of Christ is the invisible proclamation we make to the millions of unseen angels by living our spiritual life through the filling of the Holy Spirit, Bible doctrine circulating in our soul, using the spiritual problem solving devices, and functioning under consistent positive volition to the will of God as expressed in His word.


g.  Knowing and doing the will of God is proclaiming the virtues of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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