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is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the second person masculine plural from the intensive pronoun AUTOS, used in its reflexive sense and translated “you yourselves.”
 is the comparative particle HWS, meaning “as” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun LITHOS, meaning “stones.”
 is the ascriptive use of the nominative masculine second person plural present active participle from the verb ZAW, meaning “living.”
  This is the ascriptive use of the participle, which means the participle is used as an adjective modifying the masculine plural noun LITHOS (stones).


The present tense is static for a condition which perpetually exists—once you are given spiritual life by God the Holy Spirit, you have that spiritual life forever, which is why it is called eternal life.


The active voice indicates that your eternal spiritual life produces the action of continually existing from now until the rest of eternity.

 is the second person plural present passive indicative from the verb OIKODOMEW, which means “to be built; to be encouraged, strengthened, built up.”

The present tense is a durative present for that which has begun in the past and continues into the present.


The passive voice indicates that you receive this action through the agency of someone or something else—that someone being the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“In fact you yourselves as living stones are being built,”
 is the appositional independent nominative from the masculine singular noun OIKOS, meaning “house” and the adjective PNEUMATIKOS, meaning “spiritual.”  Here we have a very rare use of the nominative case.  This is an independent nominative, “which is in sense (though not in grammar) linked to an element in another clause.  This construction is used to draw attention to an item in the main clause which would be otherwise overlooked.” Stanley E. Porter, Idioms of the Greek N.T., p.86.  The independent nominative names an idea rather than an object.  This also called a nominative absolute.  Other examples are found in Lk 21:6; Mk 8:2; Eph 4:15; 2 Pet 2:22; 1 Cor 3:19.  So Peter uses the nominative case to draw attention to the kind of structure or building into which these living stones are being built—a spiritual building.

“a spiritual building,”
 is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the neuter singular noun HIERATEUMA, meaning “for the purpose of a priesthood” and the adjective HAGIOS, meaning “holy.”  The prepositional phrase is translated “for the purpose of a holy priesthood.”
for the purpose of a holy priesthood”
 is the aorist active infinitive from the verb ANAPHERW, which means “to offer (of sacrifices); lead or take up; bear the burden of; take away.”  Here it means, “to offer up.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the act of offering spiritual sacrifices to God in their entirety throughout your life without regard to time.


The active voice indicates that you as a royal priest produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose to denote why you are being built up into a holy priesthood.

is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural adjective PNEUMATIKAS, meaning “spiritual” and the noun THUSIA, meaning “sacrifices.”
is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural adjective EUPROSDEKTOS, meaning “acceptable,” used in apposition to THUSIA (“sacrifices” also in the accusative plural).  The expanded statement here would be “to offer up spiritual sacrifices [that are] acceptable to God.”
 is the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “to God,” a reference to God the Father.

 is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the nouns IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, which means “through Jesus Christ.”  The ablative of agency is used to emphasize the fact that our Lord Jesus Christ is the origin of all spiritual sacrifices to God the Father.  As our High Priest He offered the highest and best sacrifice of all time on our behalf when He offered Himself as a sacrifice for us on the Cross.  All our spiritual sacrifices (like prayer and worship) stem from this perfect and greatest sacrifice and are a result of that sacrifice.

“to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”
1 Pet 2:5 corrected translation
“In fact you yourselves as living stones are being built, a spiritual building, for the purpose of a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”
Explanation:
1.  In Mt 16:18 the Lord said, “I will build my Church.”  This was definitely in Peter’s mind as he wrote this passage.  Our Lord is the cornerstone and foundation of the building, 1 Cor 3:11.  The building blocks of this Church are the individual believers of the Church Age.  A spiritual building is being created by our Lord Jesus Christ and each of us is one stone in the building.


a.  Paul used the same image when he wrote Eph 2:20-22, “And you have been constructed on the foundation by means of the apostles and prophets, and Christ Jesus Himself is the chief cornerstone,  in whom the entire building, while being fitted together, keeps growing into a holy temple in the Lord;  in whom you also are being constructed together for the purpose of a habitation [dwelling place] of God by means of the Spirit.”

b.  1 Cor 3:9, “For we are God’s fellow-workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.”
2.  In our verse Peter adds a startling conclusion.  We are the living stones and we are being built into a spiritual temple; for the Greek word OIKOS was often used for the Temple in Jerusalem.  The building of the spiritual temple, i.e., the Church, occurs in three phases.


a.  The foundation is laid at the moment of salvation when we are entered into union with Christ through the baptism of the Holy Spirit and share everything our Lord has, including His priesthood.


b.  The superstructure is built during our lives as believers through the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  The walls of this building are the invisible Bible doctrines, which are the structure of our spiritual lives.


c.  The roof of this building is our resurrection body and ultimate sanctification.  Our royal priesthood is the only priesthood that will function in the eternal state.

3.  Peter then uses one of the rarest and most unusual constructions in the Greek, the independent nominative, to highlight the fact that a spiritual building is being constructed by God using us as the building blocks.


a.  In 586 B.C., the southern kingdom of Israel went under the fifth cycle of discipline and was invaded by the king of the Chaldean Empire, Nebuchadnezzar.


b.  The Temple built by Solomon was destroyed and the Ark of the Covenant, the place where Jesus Christ dwelt on earth in the holy of holies as the Shekinah Glory, was taken to the city of Babylon and destroyed.


c.  When the temple in Jerusalem was rebuilt by Zerubbabel after the Jews returned to the land in 536 B.C., the holy of holies was an empty room.  Never again would Jesus Christ dwell on earth until His first advent.


d.  After the physical death of our Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross, God supernaturally split the veil of Herod the Great’s rebuilt temple from top to bottom.  This veil was thirty feet wide, and anywhere from 30-90 feet high (depending on your source of information: Josephus=90, the Midrash=60, others=30 feet), and 18 inches thick.  This veil was split to let the Jews know that all people were now permitted into the real holy of holies in heaven through faith alone in Christ alone, and to show them that the holy of holies was empty.


e.  Therefore, a new Temple must be built during the Church Age.  And this temple will be a temple made without human hands.  This temple will be made of all Church Age believers.


f.  Our Lord Jesus Christ dwells inside this invisible temple by His indwelling of every believer.


g.  God the Holy Spirit indwells the body of the believer while he is still alive as a human being with the old sin nature in every cell of his body in order to consecrate or sanctify his body for the indwelling of the Son of God.


h.  God the Father and God the Holy Spirit are using all Church Age believers to create a holy of holies on earth for the residence of our Lord, while He also resides physically in the real holy of holies at the right hand of God the Father.

4.  The purpose for the construction of the royal family into a spiritual building is in order that we might be able to offer up spiritual sacrifices.


a.  First and most importantly, all these sacrifices are through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Everything we are, everything we have, everything we do in the power of the Holy Spirit as a part of our spiritual life is because of our Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  What are these spiritual sacrifices we are offering up?



(1)  Our greatest spiritual sacrifice is our positive volition to Bible doctrine producing spiritual growth.  This spiritual sacrifice results in us living our spiritual life, becoming an invisible spiritual winner, becoming an invisible spiritual hero, and receiving our spiritual blessing on deposit in heaven.



(2)  Prayer is also one of our spiritual sacrifices, especially prayers of thanksgiving to God and prayers on behalf of others.



(4)  The function of our spiritual gift is a part of our spiritual sacrifice as a royal priest.



(5)  The function of witnessing about our Lord is a part of our spiritual sacrifices as a priest.



(6)  Passing various kinds of testing is a part of our spiritual sacrifice as a priest.


c.  Living our life one day at a time in the light of eternity through the motivation of the Bible doctrine in our soul is the greatest spiritual sacrifice we can ever have.  This is our great testimony for God and impact in the angelic conflict.  This is what brings the greatest glory to our Lord Jesus Christ.
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