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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For.”  With this we have the second person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning you kept on being.”  The verb EIMI is used with the present passive participle of the verb PLANAW (at the end of this clause) to form a periphrastic imperfect.  A periphrastic is formed by a finite verb (here EIMI) with a participle (PLANAW) to constitute a compound tense-form.


The imperfect tense is an imperfect of duration, which describes an action as continuing in past time without an implication of completion of that action.


The active voice indicates that all believers produce this action as unbelievers.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the comparative adverb HWS, meaning “as” plus the predicate nominative from the neuter plural noun PROBATON, meaning “sheep.”
 is the nominative of explanation from the masculine plural present passive participle of the verb PLANAW, which means “to lead astray, to cause to wander.”  In the passive voice it means “to go astray, to be misled, to wander about.”

The present tense is a present of duration as with EIMI above.


The passive voice indicates that all believers while unbelievers receive the action of going astray.


The participle is used to form the present periphrastic.

“For you were continually going astray like sheep,”
is the conjunction of strong contrast ALLA, meaning “but.”
 is the second person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb EPISTROPHW, which means “to turn back, to turn, or to return.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action of our turning about to God through faith in Christ as a single whole event but regards it from the viewpoint of its existing results—you are now a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.


The passive voice indicates that we receive this action of turning back to God through the power of God the Holy Spirit in common and efficacious grace.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

is the adverb of time NUN, meaning “now.”
 is the preposition EPI plus the accusative of direction from the masculine singular article and noun POIMEN, which means “toward the Shepherd.”  With this we have the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative of direction from the masculine singular noun EPISKOPOS, meaning “Guardian, superintendent, bishop, or overseer.”  The Granville Sharp rule of the article used with nouns applies here.  When two nouns are governed by one article then both nouns refer to two aspects of the same person.  These two nouns describe two aspects of the same person—our Lord Jesus Christ.

 is the objective genitive from the feminine plural article and noun PSUCHĒ plus the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “of your souls.”  The word PSUCHĒ is used in many ways in Scripture:


a.  It is used of the breath of life, life-principle, or soul of animals in Rev 8:9.  It is used this way of human beings in Acts 20:10.  When it leaves the body death occurs, Lk 12:20.


b.  It is used of earthly life itself in Mt 2:20; Rom 11:3; Phil 2:30.


c.  It is used of the soul as the seat and center of the inner life of man, Lk 12:19; of the feelings and emotions, Mt 26:38; Mk 14:34; Jn 12:27; Rom 2:9.


d.  It is used of the soul as the seat and center of life that transcends the earthly life and as such can receive divine salvation, Jam 1:21, 5:20; 1 Pet 1:9.

“but now you have turned toward the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.”
1 Pet 2:25 corrected translation
“For all of you were continually going astray like sheep, but now you have turned toward the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.”
Explanation:
1.  The subject of this verse is the believer before he believed in Christ.  All of us started out as unbelievers.  All of us strayed like sheep all over the pasture.  All of us were looking for that greener grass, or we might say all of us were looking for that better meal.  We all wanted something to satisfy our appetites.  But we all have different appetites.


a.  Some people feast on power.


b.  Some people feast on pleasure, which takes many forms: sex, drugs, alcohol, entertainment, parties.


c.  Some people feast on approbation and attention from others.

d.  Some people feast on wealth.


e.  Some people feast on knowledge.


f.  Everyone has a different lust pattern of the old sin nature, and all of us wander off into that area of greener grass to graze.

2.  But now we have turned to the Lord Jesus Christ and have become believers in Him.


a.  Turning toward the Lord Jesus Christ is becoming a believer in Him through faith alone in Him.


b.  The greener grass, which He has to offer, is the spiritual life of the Church Age.


c.  The Shepherd of our souls, the Lord Jesus Christ, offers us the best that life has to offer; something far better than anything the lust pattern of our sin nature will ever find.


d.  Jn 10:11, 14, 27, “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.”  “I am the good shepherd; and I know My own, and My own know Me.”  “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.”

e.  Our Lord is the Chief Shepherd, 1 Pet 5:4, “And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.”

f. Christ is presented three ways as a shepherd:



(1)  In Jn 10:10-11, He is presented as “the good shepherd” in that He lays down His life for the sheep.  This refers to Christ’s saving work on the cross.



(2)  In Heb 13:20-21, He is called “the great shepherd.”  This title refers to greater  divine blessings to mature believers.



(3)  “The Chief Shepherd” in 1 Pet 5:4 is the title for Christ as we face Him after death in a resurrection body.


g.  The Lord our Shepherd provides for His sheep in seven areas.



(1)  The believer, like a sheep, is helpless and has no sense of direction; a sheep must be guided by a shepherd.  We need Bible doctrine as our guide.



(2)  A sheep can’t clean himself; this is a reminder of our Lord’s provision of the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9..



(3)  A sheep is helpless when injured.  We are injured by the various problems in life, only our Lord can provide the necessary healing and therapy.



(4)  A sheep is defenseless.  He depends on the shepherd to protect him.


(5)  A sheep can’t find food or water for himself.  A sheep must depend on the shepherd to lead him to water.



(6)  A sheep is easily frightened or panicked.  The shepherd calms the sheep with songs in the night, i.e., Bible doctrine in the soul.



(7)  When the sheep produces wool it doesn’t belong to the sheep but to the shepherd.

3.  Just as Jesus Christ is the Shepherd and Guardian of the believer’s soul, so the husband is the shepherd and guardian of the wife’s soul, 1 Pet 2:25 cf. 1 Pet 3:1 (our next verse).
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