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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
is the comparative conjunction HWS, translated “as.”  With this we have the predicate nominative from the neuter plural adjective ARTIGENNĒTOS, meaning newborn; newly” and the noun BREPHOS, meaning “baby.”  The phrase is translated “as newborn babies.”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and adjective LOGIKOS, which means “rational.”  Very interesting is the fact that the Greeks also used this word meaning “spiritual.”  So in the Greek thought being rational was equated with being spiritual; something we have completely lost track of in contemporary Christian religion.  With this we also have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective ADOLOS, which is the word DOLOS we had in the previous verse, meaning “deceit, cunning, treachery” and with this A-negative prefix, it would mean “without deceit, without cunning, without treachery;” hence “pure.”  Finally we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun GALA, meaning “milk.”  The entire object of the verb, which is coming up next, is: “rational, pure milk.”
 is the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb EPIPOTHEW, which means “to long for, to desire.”

The aorist tense is ingressive aorist which looks at the desire, longing, hunger of new Christians for the teaching of the word of God in its entirety but regards it from the standpoint of its beginning.


The active voice indicates that each believer must do this himself through the use of his own volition.


The imperative mood is a command.

“as newborn babies desire rational, pure milk,”
 is the inferential conjunction HINA, which introduces a result clause or a final purpose clause.  Sometimes you have the blending of both purpose and result.  The word is translated “in order that” or “so that.”
is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of agency from the third person neuter singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “by means of it.”  “It” refers to the rational, pure milk, i.e., the teaching of the word of God.

 is the second person plural aorist passive subjunctive from the verb AUXZANW, which means “to grow.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers your entire spiritual life into a single whole.


The passive voice indicates that you receive the action of growing spiritually through the agency of Bible doctrine impregnated in your soul.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to indicate a purpose clause.

 is the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the feminine singular noun SWTĒRIA, which means “with reference to salvation” or “with respect to salvation.”  This is definitely not EIS plus the accusative of place which would mean that we grow “into our salvation” a concept completely at odds with everything else Scripture teaches about being eternally saved in a moment of time.

“in order that by it you might grow with reference to salvation,”
1 Pet 2:2 corrected translation
“as newborn babies desire rational, pure milk, in order that by it you might grow with reference to salvation,”
Explanation:
1.  The sentence reads thus far: “Therefore rid yourselves of all depravity and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slanders, as newborn babies desire rational, pure milk, in order that y it you might grow with reference to salvation,…”
2.  We have a negative command and a positive command.  The negative command is to get rid of all sin in the spiritual life through the use of the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9.  The positive command is to grow in grace after salvation through the knowledge of Bible doctrine in the soul.

3.  We are compared to newborn babies.  More than anything else a newborn needs nourishment, lots of nourishment.  Just as babies crave milk every few hours so we are to crave the teaching of the word of God.


a.  We don’t crave food once every few days or even once every day.  Normal people need to eat two or more times a day.  Abnormal people starve themselves and then eat massive quantities of food to make up for depriving themselves.

b.  We cannot binge on the word of God.  We have to take in doctrine a little each day, every day.  We cannot grow spiritually by learning doctrine once a week or once every few days, just as a baby cannot grow by having milk once every few days or even once a day.

4.  Milk here is a metaphor for the teaching of the word of God, that is, Bible doctrine being served up by the pastor-teacher.  But this is not just any milk, it is called “rational, pure milk.”

a.  The teaching of Bible doctrine must be rational.



(1)  The word rational means “based on or derived from reasoning; not foolish or silly; something that is sensible.”


(2)  The word of God is based on reason, thinking, logic, absolute truth.



(3)  The word of God and the will of God are not based on anything foolish like the tongues movement, the holy roller movement, or ecstatic experiences.  These things are not rational, not reasonable, not based on thinking in the soul, but emotional control of the soul.


b.  This milk is also called “pure.”


(1)  Pure here means that Bible doctrine must be accurately taught from the pulpit.



(2)  Bible doctrine cannot be mixed with human speculation, human desires, or human self-justification.  There is absolutely no place for human speculation in the teaching of the word of God.



(3)  The Bible must be examined according to accurate principles of biblical hermeneutics.  Biblical hermeneutics is the science of the interpretation of the Holy Scriptures.  “Hermeneutics aims to establish the principles, methods, and rules which are needful to unfold the sense of what is written.”  (Biblical Hermeneutics, Milton Terry, p. 19).  Exegesis is the application of these principles and laws of interpretation to obtain the exact ideas intended by the author of Scripture.  The pastor’s job is to take the words of Scripture, and by means of the principles of hermeneutics, define their meaning and bring forth the grammatical and historical sense of what each book contains.



(4)  ‘Pure’ means we are to learn Bible doctrine as the absolute truth from God.  This can only be done through the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit and the thorough preparation of a man with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.


c.  Therefore, we are to desire logical, rational, reasonable absolute truth from the teaching of our pastor as much as a newborn baby desires milk.

5.  Then Peter gives the purpose for taking in this spiritual nourishment: “that by it you might grow.”

a.  Notice first that this is the subjunctive mood in the verb.  The subjunctive mood is the mood of possibility, probability.


b.  We may or may not grow from learning Bible doctrine; it all depends on our volition.



(1)  We may not grow because we decide we cannot make it to Bible class.



(2)  We may not grow because we get tired of listening during the teaching.



(3)  We may not grow because we come, listen, and really do learn the doctrine, but then reject what we hear.



(4)  We may not grow because after hearing, understanding, and believing the doctrine, when faced with pressure and testing, we give up under the pressure and decide not to apply the doctrine we have learned.


c.  In spite of our volition, the principle is clearly stated here: the only way we can grow up spiritually is by learning doctrine and then applying or using it.



(1)  We cannot grow spiritually by dedicating ourselves to service for God, whether by becoming a missionary, evangelist, pastor, or anything else.



(2)  We cannot grow spiritually by any type of Christian service.



(3)  We cannot grow spiritually by reading the Bible for ourselves.  Otherwise what need would there be for the spiritual gifts of communication, such as, pastor-teacher?


(4)  We cannot grow spiritually by living a good, clean, healthy, god-fearing life.

6.  The last phrase in this verse qualifies the area in which we grow: with reference to salvation.


a.  This is not saying that we must grow into our salvation, which is a theological heresy taught in many of our best seminaries.


b.  What it is saying is that after our salvation, we have to understand that salvation and all that goes with it.


c.  The spiritual life has three parts, two of which are God acting on us.  The third part is us acting on us.  The three parts of the spiritual life are:



(1)  The point of our personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as our savior through faith alone in Him alone.  This happens in a moment of time and is the work of God alone.



(2)  The second part of our spiritual life is our experiential sanctification, that is, everything we do after salvation under the filling of the Spirit to learn and live the spiritual life God has designed for us.



(3)  The last part of our spiritual life is your resurrection and eternal life in heaven forever with God.  This also is the work of God alone.


d.  This last qualifying phrase in our verse is a reference to part two of our spiritual life—the time between our salvation and our death.


e.  So we have here a command to grow up spiritually and learn everything with reference to our salvation.  This includes the following:



(1)  The nature of the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ.




(a)  His hypostatic union.




(b)  Imputation, justification, unlimited atonement, reconciliation, propitiation, redemption.



(2)  The seven ministries of God the Holy Spirit at salvation



(a)  Efficacious grace.




(b)  Regeneration.




(c)  The filling of the Spirit.




(d)  The indwelling of the Spirit




(e)  The baptism of the Holy Spirit.




(f)  The sealing of the Holy Spirit.




(g)  The distribution of spiritual gifts.



(3)  The nature and purpose of the indwelling of all three members of the Trinity.



(4)  The uniqueness of the Church Age and the significance of that to us.



(5)  Our royal priesthood and ambassadorship.



(6)  Our unique spiritual life as a new spiritual species.



(7)  Suffering for blessing, testing, divine discipline and why Christians suffer.



(8)  Our death, our life after death, and our eternal life in heaven.



(9)  All of our logistical grace blessings and blessings for time and eternity.



(10)  The mystery doctrine of the Church Age with emphasis on God’s plan for our life.



(11)  Our invisible assets and spiritual problem solving devices.

7.  All these things are a part of our salvation and we must desire to learn about them rationally and purely as a newborn baby desires milk over and over again.  If we do not desire to know these things, then we have a spiritual problem with God that we need to consider carefully and fix.
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