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 is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of cause neuter singular from the relative pronoun HOS used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “Because of this.”  Because of what?  Because of our living confidence in the resurrection of Christ and our imperishable inheritance guarded by God in heaven.

 is the second person plural present middle indicative from the verb AGALLIAW, which means “to be extremely joyful, to be glad; to be happy.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for that which is now going on.  This can also be a tendential present for that which is expected but not yet taking place.


The middle voice is an intensive middle which lays stress on you, the believer, as the one being happy.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact: believers are happy about the fact they are going to heaven and will live with God forever.

 is the accusative singular adjective used as an adverb of number, size, quantity OLIGOS, which means “a little, few, small, slight, only a little.”
 is the adverb of time ARTI, meaning “now, at the present moment.”
“Because of this you are happy a little bit now,”
- is the conditional particle EI, meaning “if, whether; that, if only, surely; since.”  Here it is translated “if.”
 - is the nominative neuter singular present active participle from the verb DEI, meaning “to bind.”  But when used impersonally it means “to be necessary, must, should, or ought; to be proper.”  Here it is translated “to be necessary.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice does not have a function since this is the impersonal use of the verb.


The participle is concessive with the use of the conditional particle EI which precedes it.

“if it is necessary,”
 is not needed in the passage and is not a part of the text.  It was inserted by a scribe to help the word DEON make sense.
is the nominative masculine second person plural aorist passive participle from the verb LUTEW, which means “to cause pain, to be in pain, to grieve, to injure;” but in the passive voice it means “to be sad, to be sorrowful, to be distressed, to be grieved, to weep.”

The aorist tense is constative aorist, which gathers all the suffering of your life into a single whole.


The passive voice indicates that you receive pain, grief, injury during your life on earth.


The participle is concessive and should be translated “though you are distressed.”
 is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the masculine plural adjective POIKILOS, meaning “various kinds of, all kinds of, varied, diverse” and the instrumental masculine plural from the noun PEIRASMOS, which means “periods of testing, trials.”
“though you are distressed by various kinds of testing,”
1 Pet 1:6 corrected translation
“Because of this you are happy a little bit now, if it is necessary, though you are distressed by various kinds of testing,”
Explanation:
1. The translation so far says, “Worthy of praise is God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who because of His great mercy [compassion] caused us to be born again to a living confidence through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, in an imperishable inheritance not only undefiled but also unfading, having been guarded in the heavens for you who are guarded by the power of God through faith resulting in a deliverance [which is] ready to be revealed in the last time.  Because of this you are happy a little bit now, if it is necessary, though you are distressed by various kinds of testing,”
2.  Confident expectation and absolute expectation of our future produces happiness in time.  This is called “hope” in the Bible and is the Greek word ELPIZW.


a.  Plato (429-347 B.C.) first developed the concept of hope in the Greek.  Hope was one the words he used for virtue.  He assigned technical meanings to words.  He established a principle that it was better to know one’s ignorance than to be wrong.



(1)  There was a great controversy in Plato’s academy between the hedonists and anti-hedonists.  The hedonists said the real thing in life was the stimulation of your emotions.  The intellectual group of students said it was the stimulation of your thinking.  In response to this controversy Plato wrote the Philebos.



(2)  Plato concluded that the best of life emphasizes thought over emotion as a criterion for life.  To Plato the supreme virtue was knowledge which produces virtue in the soul.  Plato said that human existence is determined not merely by intellectual perception (which he called AISTHESIS and is equivalent to EPIGNWSIS), but by the ability to recall intellectual perception when you need it.  This he called MNĒME or the recall of doctrine when you need it.  Plato added two words in his study of definitions.  The first word was the Greek word ELPIS, which should be translated ‘hope’.  The second word was the Greek word PROSDOKIA, which means ‘expectation’.



(3)  In the Philebos Plato equates recall of the past with hope or expectation of the future.  He does it with the same technique that is used in the word of God.  We have to have a philosophy that looks forward to something better in eternity.


b.  We have a eschatology (future) that looks forward to dying and death, because we know that God has provided dying grace for those who go through the door of hope.  We must have a personal sense of destiny about the future.  We have learned that God decides the time, the manner, and the place of our death, and at the moment of our death we remain in a place of no more sorrow, no more tears, no more pain, and we will stay in the presence of God forever.  In our thinking we go forward to the fantastic future that we have and bring it back into time with great strength and power to overcome our present problems.  That is the mechanics of hope as a spiritual problem solving device.



(1)  Man’s own being determines what he hopes and how he hopes.



(2)  Expectation and hopes are man’s own projection of the future.  If we have good expectation, it is because we know our future as a believer, and that projection gives us a fantastic advantage in problem solving.



(3)  It is the nature of man to have good or bad expectations of the future.  Therefore it is the nature of man to have either good or bad hope.  Hope projects its own view of the future with confidence.



(4)  Hence, we have confident expectation as the biblical definition of the first category of hope.  When we go through the door of hope it becomes absolute expectation.



(5)  The first door of hope is confident expectation about our eternal life.  The second door of hope is confident expectation about our destiny; that is, your personal sense of destiny.  This is one of the great problem solving devices of the spiritual life.



(6)  Walter Bauer defines the Greek word ELPIS (page 252) as “hope, expectation, prospect.”  Merrill Unger defines hope in his Bible dictionary (page 498) that “God is the source of all expectation of the future.”  Kittel, Volume II, page 519, says that “man either does or can hope, and comfort for him in a difficult present.”


(7)  When we have any kind of sorrow, we project into the future all the fantastic things we have.  This takes us into a realm of thinking in our consciousness that brings us back into the present with confidence and strength.


c.  Hope must be defined in two categories: confident expectation and absolute expectation with regard to the future.  The difference between confident expectation and absolute expectation is our spiritual status.  If we have walked through the door of hope (a personal sense of destiny) on God’s agenda, then we have converted confident expectation into absolute expectation.



(1)  Hope is confident expectation parlayed into absolute expectation about the future through consistent function of the spiritual life of the Church Age.



(2)  Hope as confident expectation is perception and acceptance of Bible doctrine through the filling of the Holy Spirit, resulting in a spiritual life in grace orientation and doctrinal orientation.



(3)  Hope as absolute expectation is fulfilling the adult spiritual life through the advanced problem solving devices (such as occupation with Christ, sharing the happiness of God).



(4)  There are three doors of hope.




(a)  The Old Testament door of hope (for example, Abraham’s confidence in his future blessing of living in a city made by God).



(b)  The Church Age door of hope.  Both of these are the dividing line between spiritual childhood and spiritual adulthood.  Both of these doors of hope depend on the volition of the believer in his attitude toward Bible doctrine.  We cannot enter the door of hope without going through on God’s agenda.




(c)  The third door of hope is our confident and absolute expectation of eternal rewards and blessings.


d.  The source of hope is perception of doctrine.  Hope is not ignorance, uncertainty, or oscillation.  Hope becomes the key to the function of the plan of God.


e.  Without understanding hope, our doctrinal motivation and momentum is completely destroyed.  The unbeliever has no hope.  Hope is the monopoly of the believer. Eph 2:12, “having no hope and without God in the world.”

f.  Hope is the monopoly of the believer who is positive to Bible doctrine.  1 Thes 4:13, “that you may not grieve with the rest who have no hope.”

g.  All definitions of hope in the Bible include the word expectation, because hope is always projected into the future.  Expectation means looking forward, bringing the future into our life under the principle of living in the light of eternity.  Hope is confidence in the immediate and/or distant future.


h.  Hope is absolute security about the future; therefore, it acts as a motivator.


i.  Hope at salvation is found in Tit 1:1a-2, “...and the epignosis knowledge of truth compatible with the spiritual life because of hope of eternal life which God who cannot lie promised before times eternal.”


(1)  Anyone who believes in Christ shall never perish but have eternal life.  Eternal life is imputed to the human spirit and we cannot lose that eternal life.  Hope is the assurance that at the moment of salvation we have eternal life.  This is permanent and absolute.  The basis for hope is the fact we have eternal life.



(2)  The absolute solutions belong to God and the understanding of these absolutes depends on hope in our soul.  Hope is confidence of eternal life.  We believe in Christ with confident expectation, and as a result of learning doctrine we have absolute expectation.  Confident expectation includes the assurance of eternal security, the cognition of dying grace, and the reality of resurrection.



(3)  Expectation means living in the light of the future.  Expectation related to hope means confidence about the future.  Expectation is the dynamic mental attitude when believers enter the door of hope on God’s agenda.  Hence, expectation is a personal sense of destiny, the first tactical objective of the spiritual life.



(4)  The reality of the glorious future of the Church Age believer is based on inculcation and acceptance of Bible doctrine.  There is no understanding of our glorious future apart from Bible doctrine.  Cognition and application of this glorious future while on earth is optional, based on our personal attitude toward Bible doctrine.  The option includes mastery of the mechanics of the spiritual life.  We become aware that we have a personal future, which includes our dying grace, death, resurrection, and eternal life.



(5)  Hope as a problem solving device functions in present stress and adversity through recall of Bible doctrine pertinent to our future, so that the recall of our future comfort, tranquility, perspective, and solution to the present problem.


j.  In the word of God there is no neutral concept of expectation.  Our expectation is either good or bad.  If it is nothing, we are in serious trouble as a believer.  Good expectation originates from doctrine circulating in our stream of consciousness.  Bad expectation is the result of emotional revolt of the soul, locked in negative volition, blackout of the soul, and scar tissue of the soul taking over control of the soul.  There is nothing more awful in suffering in life than to look at our life at the point of dying and have nothing but regrets.



(1)  Going forward means looking forward.  We do not go forward looking backward.



(2)  If we are going forward, we go forward on God’s agenda.  If we are looking backward, we look backward on our own agenda—the arrogance skills of self-justification, lying to yourself in self-deception, self-gratification, and self-absorption.  This becomes the base of operation for our miserable life.



(3)  Postsalvation hope is parlaying confident expectation of eternal life and blessings into absolute expectation of eternal life and blessings.  Confident expectation is developed in grace orientation and doctrinal orientation.  This brings us to the door of hope—a personal sense of destiny or spiritual self-confidence, the first tactical objective of the spiritual life.  We must walk through this door of hope with God’s agenda for our life in order to enter the spiritual life of personal love for God and unconditional love for all mankind.  God’s agenda includes faith, hope, joy, and peace.



(4)  God’s agenda is defined in part in Rom 5:1-2, 5, “Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through Whom also we have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand [the orientation envelop] in the hope of the glory of God [moving from the orientation envelop through the open door of a personal sense of destiny on God’s agenda and arriving at personal love for God the Father]... and hope does not disappoint us because the love for God has been poured out in our hearts through the agency of the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”  Rom 15:13, “Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
3.  Hope is a problem solving device.  It takes our eternal future and brings it into reality now.  This produces right now a little bit of the great happiness we will have in eternity.  This little bit of happiness now through absolute confidence in the future is just a small part, a down payment of sharing the happiness of God.

4.  This little bit of happiness through hope may or may not be necessary, depending on whether we use this as a problem solving device rather than one of the other problem solving devices.  It also may or may not be necessary depending on the degree of distress caused by suffering for blessing.  Some suffering is easy to handle, like the death of a loved one who is a believer.  Other suffering is very difficult to handle, like the death of a loved one who is not a believer.  But we have to handle various kinds of suffering for blessing.
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