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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

- is the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb ERAUNAW, which means “to search, examine, or investigate.”

The present tense is a descriptive present to describe what went on continuously throughout the period of human history prior to the first Advent of our Lord.


The active voice indicates that the prophets of the Old Testament period produced the action.


The participle adds additional information concerning the circumstances surrounding the action of the main verb.

 - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of the end or goal from the masculine singular interrogative pronoun TIS used as an adjective, meaning “who” in the sense of “what sort of person.”  The prepositional phrase should be translated “searching for what sort of person.”
 is the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or.”
- is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular interrogative adjective POIOS, which means “what kind of” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun KAIROS, meaning “time, period of time.”
 - is the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb DĒLOW, which means “to reveal, make clear, or show.”

The imperfect tense denotes action in progress in past time.  Here we have the progressive imperfect of description, which describes the process of searching the Scriptures continuously as going on constantly throughout the period of the Old Testament.


The active voice indicates that the OT prophets produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

is the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA plus the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS and the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, translated “the Spirit of Christ in them.”
“searching for what sort of person or what time the Spirit of Christ in them kept on revealing,”
 - is the nominative neuter singular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb PROMARTUROMAI, which means “to predict; to bear witness to beforehand.”

The present tense is aorist present used to describe a present fact without reference to time.


The middle/passive form here is deponent, which means it functions as if it were an active voice.  God the Holy Spirit is the one producing the action.


The participle is temporal, indicating the time during which the action of the main verb is taking place.

 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun PATHĒMA, meaning “the sufferings” with the preposition EIS plus the accusative of reference from the masculine singular noun CHRISTOS, which is translated “the sufferings with reference to the Christ.”
 - is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun DOXZA, meaning “the glories” plus the preposition META plus the adverbial accusative of extent of time from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “after these things.”
“while predicting the sufferings with reference to the Christ and the glories after these things.”
1 Pet 1:11 corrected translation
“searching for what sort of person or what time the Spirit of Christ in them kept on revealing, while predicting the sufferings with reference to the Christ and the glories after these things.”
Explanation:
1.  The entire sentence reads, “Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace for you searched and inquired carefully, searching for what sort of person or what time the Spirit of Christ in them kept on revealing, while predicting the sufferings with reference to the Christ and the glories after these things.”
2.  The central issue in the Old Testament was the Advent of the Messiah.


a.  The prophets knew that God would come and dwell on earth.


b.  They knew that He would be a Jew.


c.  They knew He would be in the line of David and therefore a king.


d.  They knew He would be from Bethlehem.


e.  They knew He would suffer but they did not know exactly how, when, or where He would suffer.


f.  At the time of the First Advent, the theologians of the day had no idea why the Christ must suffer for the sins of the world.  They certainly did not believe that the Messiah must die spiritually for the sins of the world or that His spiritual death would be followed by His physical death.


g.  Our Lord tried to explain all this to His disciples and they did not even understand or accept it.

3.  Everyone in the Old Testament wanted to know who the Christ would be and when He would come.  Therefore, the prophets searched the Scriptures diligently for the answers to these questions.

4.  There are three key things taught in this verse:


a.  God the Holy Spirit was involved in the inspiration of Scripture to the Old Testament prophets.


b.  God the Holy Spirit constantly predicted the sufferings of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The best example of this is Isaiah 53.


c.  God the Holy Spirit constantly predicted the glories that would follow the sufferings of Christ.  This refers to the resurrection, ascension, and session of our Lord, His second advent, His millennial reign, and the eternal state.

5.  None of these things have anything to do with Church Age doctrine, since Church Age doctrine was a mystery, not revealed until after the Church Age began on the day of Pentecost.

6.  Application to the Church Age.


a.  If the Old Testament prophets, who were not members of the royal family of God, diligently searched the Scriptures to know more about the person and work of Christ, how much more important is it for us, who are members of the royal family, to do so now that we have a completed canon of Scripture?



(1)  A diligent search of the Scriptures is dependent upon two things:




(a)  Pastors who are prepared to study and teach from the original languages of Scripture.




(b)  Believers who are ready and willing to learn the objective teaching of the word of God.



(2)  As a believer in Christ and member of the royal family of God, we of all people should be the most knowledgeable on the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ.



(3)  We don’t get that knowledge by sitting on our hands and waiting for God to magically reveal it to us.  We don’t get that knowledge by Christian activism.  We don’t get that knowledge by reading the Bible for ourselves.  (There is nothing wrong with reading the Bible for yourself, but it takes the teaching of a pastor-teacher to reveal the full-knowledge of what is being taught in Scripture.  A person has to be trained to do this accurately.)


(4)  We learn about our Lord through the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit through the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher in the classroom of the local church in the privacy of a group of believers.


b.  If our Lord Jesus Christ suffered to bring the greatest of blessings to us, what makes us think we don’t have to go through a little undeserved suffering to have the capacity to appreciate those blessings?


c.  Suffering for blessing is always followed by the greatest of blessings for those who learn and execute God’s plan for their life.  There is nothing greater than the blessings God has provided for us.  There is no greater blessing that God can provide than sharing His very own happiness and being occupied with Him.  Even heaven itself is no comparison to sharing the perfect happiness of God.
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