1 John 5:17



- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “All” plus the noun ADIKIA, which means “disregard for what is right; unrighteousness, wrongdoing; injustice; disregard for respect and obedience to God.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun HAMARTIA, meaning “sin.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the action as a universal, timeless fact.


The active voice indicates that all disregard for respect and obedience to God produces the action of being sin.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“All wrongdoing is sin,”
- is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and yet.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes the action as a universal, timeless fact.


The active voice indicates that the state or condition herein described produces the action of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun HAMARTIA, meaning “sin; a state of being sinful: sinfulness.”
  Then we have the absolute negative OU, meaning “not” followed by the preposition PROS plus the accusative of result (“of the result that follows a set of circumstances ‘this disease is not of the kind that will lead to death’ Jn 11:4; 1 Jn 5:16.”
) from the masculine singular noun THANATOS, meaning “leading to death” and referring to physical death.
“and yet there is a state of sinfulness not leading to death.”
1 John 5:17 corrected translation
“All wrongdoing is sin, and yet there is a state of sinfulness not leading to death.”
Explanation:
1.  “All wrongdoing [disregard for respect and obedience to God] is sin,”

a.  John continues with a further explanation regarding sin related to the believer and God’s response to that sinfulness, because of his previous comments regarding the state of sinfulness leading to death.

b.  Because John said that there is a state of sinfulness not leading to death, he does not want to leave these believers with the impression that there are some sins that God will tolerate.

c.  Therefore, John makes the dogmatic and clear declaration that all wrongdoing is sin.  The word ‘wrongdoing’ refers to disregard for respect and obedience to God.  Sin is disobedience to God.  Disobedience to God comes from a lack of respect for God.


d.  Lack of respect for God comes from a mental attitude of arrogance.  Arrogance has no respect for others.  Arrogance disregards obedience to authority.  This is called authority arrogance.


e.  All disrespect for God is sin.  All disregard for obedience to God is sin.  All sin is wrong as far as God is concerned.  All sin is disobedience to the will of God.  All sin is disregard of God.  All sin is disrespect of God.  All sin is rejection of the unconditional, unfailing love of God.


f.  Therefore, even though there are states of sinfulness not leading to death, this does not excuse sin in any way.  Sin is still sin, and God never condones sin.

2.  “and yet there is a state of sinfulness not leading to death.”

a.  In contrast to the fact that all wrongdoing is sin, there is a state of sinfulness not leading to death.  This state of sinfulness is normal carnality rather than perpetual carnality.

b.  Normal carnality is a very temporary state for the positive believer, because the positive believer uses the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9 to get back into fellowship with God.

c.  Perpetual carnality leads to the sin unto death.  Normal carnality does not.  The believer in perpetual carnality never confesses his or her sinfulness, but continues to wallow in it.  The growing believer gets out of carnality as fast as he or she can.


d.  Therefore, there is a state of sinfulness that is very temporary, which does not lead to death.


e.  All confession of sin stops perpetual carnality and stops the state of sinfulness leading to death.  God is faithful and completely forgives and forgets the sins of the believer who uses His recovery procedure—acknowledging, naming, confessing the sin(s) to Him.

f.  Normal carnality is the state of sinfulness not leading to death.  Perpetual carnality is the state of sinfulness leading to death.  Positive believers, who use the problem solving device of 1 Jn 1:9, immediately recover from a state of sinfulness leading to death.  Negative believers, who refuse to use the problem solving device God has provided for sin, continue in a state of sinfulness leading to death.

� BDAG, p. 51, meaning 2.


� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 874). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.





PAGE  
2

