1 John 4:8



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb AGAPAW with the negative MĒ, meaning “the one who does not love.”

The article substantivizes the participle and functions as a relative pronoun, translated “the one who.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its progress or results.


The active voice indicates that the believer produces the action of not loving.


The participle is substantival, functioning as the subject of the clause, and circumstantial in its verbal aspect.
Then we have the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” with the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to come to know; understand.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety, but regards it from the standpoint of its existing results.


The active voice indicates that the believer who does not have unconditional love toward others produces the action of not learning about, coming to know, or understanding anything about who and what God is.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of fact.
This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”
“The one who does not love unconditionally has not come to know God,”
- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to all three members of the Trinity.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun AGAPĒ, which means “unconditional, unfailing love.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic/gnomic present for a general, timeless fact that is always true.

The active voice indicates that God produces the action of being what He is.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“because God is love.”
1 John 4:8 corrected translation
“The one who does not love unconditionally has not come to know God, because God is love.”
Explanation:
1.  “The one who does not love unconditionally has not come to know God,”

a.  John continues with another definitive statement of doctrine regarding the subject of unconditional love and the believer.

b.  As in the previous verse the subject is the Church Age believer.  In the last verse John discussed the positive believer coming to know and understand God’s unconditional love.  In this verse John discusses the believer living in the cosmic system and his or her relationship to unconditional love.


c.  The carnal believer does not love unconditionally.  He or she resents, despises, hates, is jealous of, slanders, maligns, criticizes, is antagonistic toward, and seeks revenge against other believers and unbelievers.


d.  The one who does not love unconditionally is living in the cosmic system of Satan.


e.  Being in the cosmic system, the believer is incapable of unconditional love.  There is no unconditional love in Satan’s system.


f.  John makes the point here that the unloving believer has not come to know God.

g.  The unloving believer lives in the cosmic system, and therefore, is negative to Bible doctrine and the teaching of God’s word.


h.  Since the perpetually carnal believer is negative to the word of God, they cannot know anything about God or the unfailing, unconditional love of God.

i.  Therefore, the believer who does not love unconditionally has learned nothing about God’s unfailing, unconditional love for them.


j.  The only way a believer can know anything about unconditional love for others is by learning about God’s unconditional love for him/her.


k.  The unloving believer knows nothing of the love of God, with the result that he or she is incapable of having the same kind of love for others.


l.  John made a similar statement previously in 1 Jn 3:14b, “The one who does not love resides in the sphere of death [life in the cosmic system].”

m.  The believer who does not love unconditionally lives in the cosmic system, and therefore, has not come to know God or understand God’s unfailing, unconditional love.

2.  “because God is love.”

a.  Then John gives the reason why the believer living in the cosmic system has not come to know or understand God—because God is love.

b.  God is unfailing, unconditional love.

c.  Any believer who learns the word of God eventually comes to understand that God loves unconditionally and that God’s love never fails.


d.  The fact God loves unconditionally is taught in Jn 3:16, “For God loved the world so much, that He gave His uniquely-born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”

e.  The fact that God’s unconditional love never fails is stated in 1 Cor 13:8, “Virtue-love is never destroyed, does not perish, become invalid, come to an end, or fail.”

f.  Ps 100:5, “For the Lord is good; His unfailing love is everlasting and His faithfulness to all generations.”
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