1 John 4:7



- is the vocative masculine plural from the verbal adjective AGAPĒTOS, which means “one who is dearly loved: dear, beloved, prized, or valued.”  Then we have the first person plural present active subjunctive from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally.”

The present tense is a progressive and customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur throughout our spiritual life.

The active voice indicates that all believers are expected to produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a hortatory subjunctive, which is used by the writer to urge his readers to join him in a course of action.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the first person masculine plural reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLWN, which means “one another.”
“Beloved ones, let us unconditionally love one another,”
- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, which means “because” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ, which means “unconditional love.”  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin or source from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “from God.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a general timeless fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.

The active voice indicates that unconditional love produces the action of being from God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“because unconditional love is from God;”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “furthermore.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS and the articular present active participle from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun “who.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a simple fact without reference to its progress or result.

The active voice indicates certain believers produce the action of loving unconditionally.


The participle is a substantival participle, functioning as the subject of the clause.

This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin or source from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “from God.”  Then we have third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb GENNAW, which means “to be born.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that everyone who loves unconditionally receives the action of having been born.

The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“furthermore, everyone who loves unconditionally has been born from God”
- is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to come to know.”

The present tense is a perfective present, which emphasizes a present reality of something which came into being in the past.


The active voice indicates that everyone who loves unconditionally produces the action of having come to know God.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “God.”
“and has come to know God.”
1 John 4:7 corrected translation
“Beloved ones, let us unconditionally love one another, because unconditional love is from God; furthermore, everyone who loves unconditionally has been born from God and has come to know God.”
Explanation:
1.  “Beloved ones, let us unconditionally love one another,”

a.  John changes subjects again and uses his transitional vocative “beloved ones” to introduce his new topic.


b.  This vocative is a reminder that we are all loved by God with His unfailing love.

c.  Because we are so greatly loved by God unconditionally before salvation and personally after salvation, we have the obligation to unconditionally love one another.

d.  This is that command, which we have heard from the beginning, 1 Jn 2:7, 10, “The one who [unconditionally] loves his fellow-believer continues to live in the light [the spiritual life of the Church Age] and there is nothing in him that causes offense and others to stumble.” Compare 1 Jn 3:11, “Because this is the directive which you have heard from the beginning, namely, that we must keep on loving each other.”

e.  Loving one another is the righteousness expected of the children of God, 1 Jn 3:10, “By this, the children of God and the children of the devil [this includes believers in the cosmic system] are evident: everyone who does not produce righteousness is not from God; that is, anyone who does not love his fellow-believer.”

f.  Loving one another is the indicator that we are no longer living in Satan’s cosmic system, but in the spiritual life, which God has provided, 1 Jn 3:14, “We know that we have changed our residence from death [spiritual death] to life [eternal, spiritual life with God], because we love the brethren.  The one who does not love resides in the sphere of death [life in the cosmic system].”

g.  We first learned about unconditional love because of the unconditional love, which our Lord demonstrated toward us on the cross, 1 Jn 3:16, “By means of this we have come to know this [unconditional] love, that He laid down His life for us; consequently we ought to lay down our lives for our fellow-believers.”

h.  Unconditional love motivates us to help others in need, 1 Jn 3:17, “Moreover, whoever has the world’s means of subsistence and he sees his fellow-believer in need and closes his compassion from him, how can this unconditional love from God reside in him?”

i.  Unconditional love in us tells us that we are living according to the word of God, and therefore, gives us confidence about the execution of our spiritual life, 1 Jn 3:19, “By means of this [unconditional love toward others in actions and truth] we will come to know that we are from the Truth [Bible Doctrine] and before Him we shall have confidence in our heart.”

j.  Unconditional love is not our option, but our mandate, 1 Jn 3:23, “Furthermore, this is His [the Father’s] mandate; namely, that we believe in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ, and unconditionally love each other, just as He has given to us an order.”

k.  John takes his teaching a step further in this verse and asks us to join him in having unconditional love for others.

2.  “because unconditional love is from God;”

a.  Next John gives us the reason why we should join him in having unconditional love toward others—because unconditional love is from God.

b.  God the Father is the origin and source of unconditional love as a part of His eternal plan of unfailing love toward all creatures, angelic and human.

c.  God the Son is the demonstration of God’s unconditional love toward all by the sacrifice of Himself on the Cross.


d.  God the Holy Spirit functions in unconditional love toward all by making the gospel clear and understandable to every member of the human race.


e.  God is the origin and source of unconditional love.  It is the unfailing love that God has always had and will always have.


f.  Because this is the kind of love that God has for all creatures, and since we are to be imitators of Christ, this is the love expected of us toward all.


g.  Because God has loved us unconditionally as unbelievers and given us an equal opportunity at salvation, He expects no less of us in unconditionally witnessing to anyone willing to listen.

h.  Because God has loved us unconditionally as believers and has given us the same relationship of union with Christ, He expects us to love one another as fellow-members of the body of Christ.


i.  God has given us one of the greatest gifts He can give to us—His very own unconditional love.  Therefore, He asks and expects us to have and demonstrate this same unconditional love toward others as a witness to His love.


j.  Church Age believers have the unique opportunity of demonstrating the unconditional love of God during the only period of human history when Jesus Christ is not manifest on earth to demonstrate this love.  We are here to do this for Him.  What an honor and privilege we have.

3.  “furthermore, everyone who loves unconditionally has been born from God”

a.  John continues with an additional statement that only the believer has the ability to love unconditionally.

b.  The unbeliever is incapable of loving unconditionally.  Only the believer can love others unconditionally.

c.  Unconditional love for all is the monopoly of the Church Age believer.


d.  The unbeliever does not have the power, ability, or motivation to love unconditionally.


e.  The believer has the power and ability through the filling of the Holy Spirit.  The believer has the motivation to love unconditionally through the teaching ministry and influence of the Holy Spirit.


f.  Regeneration qualifies the believer to be able to love unconditionally.  But this does not mean that all believers will do so.  Some believers decide not to be filled with the Spirit and prefer to live in perpetual carnality.  Some believers do not wish to learn doctrine, and consequently are never motivated to love others unconditionally.


g.  However, all believers, who are positive to doctrine, learn the word of God, and desire to execute the will of God will eventually come to know the importance of loving one another, and will accomplish this great privilege.


h.  Obviously, loving one another is the production of divine good and will be rewarded at the evaluation throne of Christ.
4.  “and has come to know God.”

a.  The person who loves unconditionally has not only been born again, but has learned doctrine, grown in grace, and come to the point of understanding and knowing God and God’s love.

b.  The more we learn about God, the more we come to know about God’s love; that is, how and why God loves the way He does.

c.  The more doctrine we learn, the greater our understanding of God’s unconditional, unfailing love.


d.  Therefore, our unconditional love toward others is a barometer of our understanding of God’s love.


e.  Our unconditional love tells us whether or not we have learned or are learning anything about who and what God is, how He thinks, how He functions, and what motivates Him.


f.  The more we learn and understand God, the more we understand and want to have the same unconditional love He has.
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