1 John 4:2



- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “by this” and refers to what is about to be said in this statement.  Then we have the second person plural present active imperative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to indicate that one does know, acknowledge, recognize as that which one is or claims to be.”


The present tense is a gnomic present for a timeless fact that is universally, always true throughout the Church Age.  This can also be a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that believers produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, which means “the spirit” and refers to the teacher of doctrine, who is not a charismatic false-prophet.  Then we have the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “from God.”
“By this recognize the spirit [person] from God:”
- is the nominative subject from the neuter singular adjective PAS and the noun PNEUMA, meaning “every spirit” and referring to a human being.  Then we have the appositional nominative from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb HOMOLOGEW, which means “to acknowledge, claim, profess.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what this person from God is described as doing.


The active voice indicates that the spirit or person from God produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have an object-complement double accusative with indirect discourse.  (The indirect discourse is indicated in English by the word “that.”)  This is a construction in which “one accusative substantive is the direct object of the verb and the other accusative (either a noun, adjective, participle, or infinitive) complements the object in that it predicates something about it.”
  The object in the object-complement is the accusative from the masculine singular proper nouns IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, meaning “Jesus Christ.”  The complement in the object-complement double accusative is the accusative masculine singular perfect active participle from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that the proper nouns in the accusative case (IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS) function as the subject of the participle, which functions like a finite verb while also complementing the main verb in the sentence “to acknowledge.”

The participle is the complementary object to the main verb HOMOLOGEW=to acknowledge and functions as a circumstantial participle, indicating the action of its accusative subject, Jesus Christ.

With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun SARX, which means “in the flesh.”  Then we have another prepositional phrase EK plus the ablative of origin or source from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “from God.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that every person that proclaims and acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh (that is, proclaims that Jesus is true humanity) produces the action of being from God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
“every spirit who acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God;”
1 John 4:2 corrected translation
“By this recognize the spirit [person] from God: every spirit who acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God;”
Explanation:
1.  “By this recognize the spirit [person] from God:”

a.  John continues with the standard for how believers in a congregation are to be able to recognize that a public speaker or teacher of the word of God is actually a man with a spiritual communication gift.

b.  At the time John wrote this, almost all the temporary spiritual gifts were gone, such as the gift of knowledge.  John was the last man with the gift of apostleship and prophecy.  Now there were only evangelists and pastor-teachers as permanent spiritual gifts of communication.

c.  Therefore, John is explaining to us how we can recognize that an evangelist or pastor-teacher is a man that truly has that spiritual gift.


d.  Men with spiritual communication gifts are “from God.”  It is God’s sovereign decision who receives these gifts and who gets to use these gifts based upon their proper preparation.


e.  It is God who prepares these men and places them in the geographical location He wants them.


f.  Therefore, when a person (called ‘a spirit’ here because he has a human spirit, since he is born-again) with a spiritual communication gift speaks to a group of Christians those believers must have a way to be able to discern whether or not the speaker is truly from the source of God.


g.  We are commanded to recognize who are the real communicators from God and who are the false communicators from Satan.  This demands cognition and metabolization of doctrine on our part.  We cannot discern the true from the false apart from doctrine in our soul.  The critical doctrine we must have in our soul is the doctrine concerning the hypostatic union of Christ.

2.  “every spirit who acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God;”

a.  The subject ‘every spirit’ refers to every person who claims to have a spiritual communication gift, such as evangelist or pastor-teacher.

b.  The communicators who acknowledge that our Lord Jesus Christ has come into the world as true humanity are communicators from God.  The cardinal test for being a true evangelist or pastor-teacher is being accurate in the teaching about the incarnation of Christ.

c.  God only sends communicators to believers that communicate God’s truth.  God’s truth is that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, who was manifest in the flesh as a true human being, and was born as a true man, and lived a true perfect human life on earth.

d.  God made a promise to mankind that He would send His Son to provide eternal salvation.  That promise could only be kept by the Son of God coming in the flesh, which He did.


e.  Therefore, acknowledging that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is also acknowledging that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, that Jesus Christ is the Messiah, that Jesus Christ was a true human being, that Jesus Christ is God incarnate.


f.  This is the message that God the Father and God the Holy Spirit want communicated to mankind, and therefore, God sends His messengers to proclaim this message.


g.  Anyone who alleges to come from God and does not proclaim these truths are false-teachers, false-prophets, and evangelists of Satan.

Doctrine of the Hypostatic Union (A Partial Review)
A.  Definition.

1.  In the person of the incarnate Christ are two natures, divine and human, inseparably united without mixture or loss of separate identity, without loss or transfer of properties or attributes, the union being personal and eternal.


2.  The dispensation of the hypostatic union began at the moment of the virgin birth, also classified as the first advent of Christ.


3.  From the time of the virgin birth and forever, our Lord Jesus Christ has been and always will be undiminished deity and true humanity in one person forever.


4.  The doctrine of the hypostatic union was confirmed by the Council of Chalcedon in 451 A.D.



a.  The two natures of Christ maintain their complete identity though being joined in personal union forever.  The attributes of His human and divine nature belong to their corresponding natures though the attributes of either nature belong to the one person of Christ.  Each nature has its own attributes that adhere to that nature.



b.  There is no mixture of the two natures to form a third substance or hypostasis.  The human nature always remains the human nature and the divine nature always remains the divine nature.


c.  It is orthodox to refer to Christ as a theanthropic (the God-man) person.  The two natures are united without transfer of attributes.  It is impossible to transfer an attribute of one nature to the other nature without destroying that nature.



d.  The essence is composed of the sum total of its attributes.  A change of attributes involves a change of essence.  Therefore, there is no change in the essence of deity or the essence of humanity.


5.  The focus of the doctrine concerns the union of two natures, divine and human in one hypostatic union, one person.


6.  The word “nature” comes from the Greek word OUSIA, the present participle of EIMI, which means “that which is one’s own.”  It means essence and it means being.  It is the persona of the unique person of the universe.  OUSIA means “being, existing,” but comes to mean “nature.”


a.  Beginning with the incarnation of Jesus Christ, a human nature was inseparably united forever with the divine nature of Jesus Christ.  Yet the two natures remain distinct, whole, unchanged, without mixture or confusion, so that Jesus Christ is true humanity and undiminished deity in one person forever.  Since the incarnation, Jesus Christ is true humanity and undiminished deity in one unique person forever.  Since the First Advent, it is no longer the divine nature alone which is expressed in His person, but the human nature as well.



b.  The Lord Jesus Christ is unique in the universe.  He is God with all the attributes of God.  All the attributes of deity adhere to His deity and never cross over and become humanity.  All the attributes of humanity adhere to the humanity of Christ and never become deity.  The attributes of the divine nature could not be transferred to the human nature of Jesus Christ to help Him to resist temptation or to meet the great problems of life.  The human nature of Christ in hypostatic union had to depend entirely upon the plan of God the Father and the power of the Holy Spirit.



c.  Jesus Christ had to become perfect humanity to be our savior, to be our high priest, to be the mediator between God and man, and to fulfill the promise of the Davidic covenant that David’s son would rule forever.


7.  The Approach.



a.  The two natures of Christ in hypostatic union remain distinct, whole, and unchanged without mixture or confusion, so that one unique person, our Lord Jesus Christ, remains forever truly God and truly man.  Whatever the Bible says about either the divine or human nature of Christ must be attributed to the entire person.  Whatever is true of either nature is true of the entire person of Christ in hypostatic union.  Jesus Christ is not two persons, but one person with two natures.



b.  Jesus Christ is the God-man, undiminished deity and true humanity in one person forever.



c.  Jesus Christ is not two persons.  That is the Nestorian heresy.  To deny that Christ is one person is to deny the incarnation, the First Advent, the dispensation of the hypostatic union, and our so great salvation.

B.  Biblical Documentation of the Hypostatic Union.

1.  Jn 1:1-2, “In a beginning which was not a beginning there always existed the Word [deity of Christ], and the Word was face-to-face with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.”  Jn 1:14, “And the Word [the deity of Christ] became flesh [true humanity] and tabernacled among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the unique one from the Father, full of grace and doctrine.”

2.  Phil 2:5-11; Heb 2:14; 1 Jn 1:1-3.


3.  Heb 12:2-3, “Be concentrating on Jesus, leader-hero and completer of our doctrine, who because of His exhibited happiness, He endured the cross and disregarded the shame, then He sat down at the right hand of God.  Think about Jesus who has endured such hostility of sinners against himself, that you may not be fatigued in your souls.”

4.  Phil 3:10, “That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.”

5.  Rom 1:3-5, “Concerning His Son [deity] who was born from the seed of David according to the flesh [humanity], who has been demonstrated the Son of God by means of power according to the Holy Spirit because of the resurrection from the dead, ...Jesus Christ our Lord [deity].”

6.  Rom 9:5, “And from whom is the Christ in so far as the flesh is concerned, who is God sovereign over all.”

7.  1 Tim 3:16 is a summary of the dispensation of the hypostatic union.  “And by common acknowledgment, great is the mystery of the spiritual life: He who was revealed in the flesh, was vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up into glory.”

8.  Heb 1:3, “Who being the flashing forth of the glory, and the exact image of His essence; also sustaining all things by the Word of His power, having Himself accomplished purification for sins [function of His humanity], He was caused to sit down at the right hand of the majesty on high [only humanity sits].”

9.  Heb 2:14, “Therefore, since children [human beings] share blood and flesh, He also partook of the same [became true humanity], in order that through [substitutionary spiritual] death, He neutralized [rendered powerless] Satan who had the power of death.”

10.  Phil 2:5-9, “Keep on thinking this in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who though He existed in the essence of God, He did not think equality with God a gain to be seized; but He laid aside His privileges [kenosis] taking the form of a servant, having come to be in the likeness of men.  And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of [substitutionary spiritual] death, even the death of the cross.  Therefore also, God highly exalted Him and gave Him a name [a royal patent] which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow and every tongue should confess that Jesus is Lord to the glory of the Father.”


a.  We are to have the same thinking that our Lord had during the dispensation of the hypostatic union.  Precedence for our thinking does not go back to Israel, but to the humanity of Christ inside the prototype spiritual life.  Thinking is worship.  Thinking the thinking of our Lord is worship of our Lord.


b.  Under the doctrine of kenosis, our Lord did not use His deity in connection with the Father’s plan for the incarnation.



c.  Note the secret of our Lord’s greatness in His humanity: “He humbled Himself.”
C.  The Two Natures of Christ and the Doctrine of Kenosis.  


1.  In the hypostatic union, the attributes of deity and the attributes of humanity adhere to their corresponding natures.  The attributes of deity adhere to His deity; the attributes of humanity adhere to His humanity.


2.  The essence of God is immutable and cannot be changed.


3.  To take a single attribute of deity from Christ in hypostatic union would destroy His deity.  To take a single attribute of humanity from Christ in hypostatic union would destroy His humanity.


4.  Therefore, in the hypostatic union, the two natures of Jesus Christ are united without loss or transfer of attributes.  In the hypostatic union, no attribute of the deity of Christ is lost, compromised, or changed.  In the hypostatic union, no attribute of the humanity of Christ is lost, compromised, or changed.



a.  Do not regard this doctrine lightly.  This is your salvation; for it was the humanity of Christ that provided salvation on the cross.  “He carried our sins in His own body.”  He had to become true humanity.  As God, He couldn’t save us.  It was His human body that carried our sins.  As He said at the first Eucharist, “this is My body which is given for you.”


b.  This is a doctrine of fantastic importance.  Everything related to eternal life hangs on it.  Jesus Christ is God and Jesus Christ is true humanity.  The attributes of the one never bleed into the other.  The attributes of His humanity adhere to His humanity; the attributes of His deity adhere to His deity.



c.  You have no spiritual or eternal life without the hypostatic union.  You have nothing and you are nothing without the hypostatic union.  But because of the hypostatic union and because you have personally believed in Jesus Christ, you are royal family of God.  


5.  In the execution of the Father’s plan in the dispensation of the hypostatic union certain divine attributes were not used under the true doctrine of kenosis.


6.  The fact that certain divine attributes were not used by our Lord during the dispensation of the hypostatic union does not imply that these attributes of deity were either surrendered or destroyed, as taught by the false doctrine of kenosis.  The true doctrine of kenosis teaches that the humanity of Christ was absolutely necessary for salvation.


7.  In the true doctrine of kenosis, our Lord became true humanity in order to fulfill the salvation plan of God for the great power demonstration of the hypostatic union.  In the fulfillment of the Father’s plan, our Lord Jesus Christ did not exercise His own divine attributes to benefit Himself, to provide for Himself, or to glorify Himself.  Phil 2:8, “He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”  However, our Lord used His deity in order to prove He was God incarnate as a part of the Father’s plan.

8.  In taking on Himself the form of true humanity, our Lord veiled His pre-incarnate glory as eternal God.  The eternal glory of the deity of Christ was veiled but never surrendered.  Occasionally, this glory was manifested, as at the Mount of Transfiguration, Mt 17:2; or at Gethsemane, where there was a flash of His glory, Jn 18:6.


9.  The union of the deity of Christ with unglorified humanity was a necessary factor in His humiliation.  It was so necessary that Phil 2:8 says, “He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.”

10.  While the deity of Christ was united with His perfect and impeccable humanity, He was still subject to temptation, distress, weakness, pain, sorrow, and limitation; a state which continued until His resurrection.



a.  Yet not once did He ever succumb to temptation, though He was tempted far beyond anything we will ever know.



b.  The deity of Christ is always in a state of glory.  The humanity of Christ stayed inside the prototype spiritual life, resisting every temptation under the power of the Holy Spirit.


11.  From His own sovereignty and from His own free will, our Lord did not use His relative attributes, such as omnipotence, omniscience, and omnipresence, to benefit Himself; this was a part of His humiliation.


12.  Our Lord did not surrender or change His attributes; He couldn’t, because as God, Jesus Christ is immutable.  But He voluntarily, from His own sovereignty, restricted the use of His divine attributes in compatibility and compliance with the Father’s plan for the dispensation of the hypostatic union (incarnation).


13.  Therefore, during the First Advent, our Lord gave up the independent exercise of certain divine attributes in living among men with their human limitations.  This was evident during His evidence testing.


14.  In the great power demonstration of the hypostatic union, the humanity of Christ depended upon the omnipotence of the Holy Spirit inside the prototype spiritual life, Mt 12:18, 28; Lk 4:14, 18; Jn 3:34.  The humanity of Christ was sustained by the filling of the Spirit because the humanity of Christ continued to reside inside the prototype spiritual life.


15.  Consequently, during the dispensation of the hypostatic union, our Lord, voluntarily restricted the independent use of His divine attributes.  He did not use His attributes contrary to the Father’s plan for the incarnation.  Jesus Christ used divine provision and divine power in the function of His true humanity on earth.  Instead of relying upon His own divine power, our Lord’s humanity relied on the omnipotence of the Holy Spirit, Jn 3:34.


16.  The union of divine essence and the human nature of Jesus Christ in one person forever has two characteristics.



a.  It is hypostatic.




(1)  The Greek noun HUPOSTASIS means: to stand under as a support; to take a thing on one’s self; to take substance, essence; coming into existence and actual being.




(2)  Polybius used it for the reality behind appearances.




(3)  Tatian, one of the early Church fathers, used HUPOSTASIS for God as absolute, underived reality.




(4)  Heb 1:3, “Who being the flashing forth of the glory, and the exact image of His essence [HUPOSTASIS], also sustaining all things by the Word of His power, having Himself accomplished purification for sins [function of His humanity], He was caused to sit down at the right hand of the majesty on high [only humanity sits].”  See also Heb 3:14, 11:1.




(5)  Therefore, hypostatic is a technical, theological term referring to the whole person of Jesus Christ as distinguished from His two natures, divine and human.



b.  It is personal.  




(1)  This refers to the emergence of the unique person of Christ as a result of the hypostatic union.  




(2)  Hence, He is undiminished deity and true humanity in one person forever, the union being personal and eternal.


17.  As eternal God, Jesus Christ is coequal with the Father and the Holy Spirit.  As true humanity, Jesus Christ is perfect, impeccable humanity, superior to all creatures since His resurrection.


18.  Therefore, Jesus Christ as the God-man is one hypostasis or essence forever.  The attributes of both divine and human natures belong to the person of Christ.  The characteristics of one nature are never attributed to the other.


19.  This implies that Jesus, during the dispensation of the hypostatic union, could be simultaneously omnipotent (in His deity) and weak (in His humanity), omniscient and ignorant, omnipresent and located in one place.  However, the ignorance of His humanity was quickly overcome through His own perception, metabolization and application of doctrine, his own epistemological rehabilitation from birth.  He learned the whole realm of doctrine, Lk 2:52.
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