1 John 4:19



- is the nominative subject from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “We” and referring to positive, growing believers.  Then we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on, and a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that positive, growing believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

“We love unconditionally,”
- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” followed by the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “He” and referring to God (all three members of the Trinity).  Then we have the nominative masculine singular adjective PRWTOS “pertaining to being first in a sequence, of time: first.”
  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which states the fact in its entirety of what has already happened.


The active voice indicates that God in all three persons produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “us.”
“because He first loved us unconditionally.”
1 John 4:19 corrected translation
“We love unconditionally, because He first loved us unconditionally.”
Explanation:
1.  “We love unconditionally,”

a.  Mankind has no inherent capability or capacity to love others unconditionally.

b.  Unconditional love toward all is a divine attribute, which must be taught to man.

c.  The unbeliever is totally incapable of unconditional love, because this love is only produced through the power of the filling of the Holy Spirit, and no unbeliever has the power of the filling and influence of the Holy Spirit.


d.  Only Church Age believers, who are filled with and influenced by the Holy Spirit have the power and motivation to love unconditionally.


e.  This means that when we are in a state of carnality or sinfulness, we cannot and do not love unconditionally.


f.  New believers do not love unconditionally.  They have not yet learned enough about God’s love to know or understand what unconditional love is.


g.  However, believers who are growing in grace, learning Bible doctrine, and thinking about what the word of God says and attempting to apply it in their lives come to know and understand God’s unconditional love.


h.  We do not begin to love others unconditionally until we develop virtue in our own soul from the standards of the word of God.  Without the norms and standards of Bible doctrine in our soul, we cannot and will not be honorable, fair, just, virtuous, or do the right thing with regard to others.


i.  When we learn and believe the word of God and circulate it in our thoughts, then we begin to obey the will of God in all things, which includes our unconditional love toward others.


j.  Mature believers are those who fulfill this statement on a consistent basis.  They don’t do it all the time, because none of us are perfect and we all have our little people tests and failures in life.  However, most of the time the mature believer is consistent in his or her unconditional, reciprocal love for God and his or her unconditional, virtuous love toward other people.


k.  The mature believer loves unconditionally, not because of anything that they have done, but because of appreciation of what God did first for them.

2.  “because He first loved us unconditionally.”

a.  John now gives us the reason why certain believers in this life have such a great ability to love others unconditionally.  They love others unconditionally because God first loved them unconditionally.  They understand the principle and apply it to life.

b.  The great demonstration of God’s unconditional love for all occurred at the Cross, when Jesus Christ received the imputation of the personal sins of the world and was judged for them as our substitute.  We learn about unconditional love from what Jesus Christ did for us on the Cross.  We learn about unconditional love from what the word of God teaches us.  We learn about unconditional love from how God forgives us on a daily basis, whenever we use the recovery procedure of the spiritual life (1 Jn 1:9).


c.  God loved us unconditionally before we existed, while we are living our human life on earth, and will love us unconditionally forever.  God loved us first before anything else ever happened with regard to His plan for creature history.


d.  God loves us because of who and what He is, not because of who and what we are.  God’s love for us never depends on what we do right or wrong or whether or not we love Him in return.  God’s love has never changed.  It is immutable.  It cannot change.  His love has always been unconditional toward us; it just takes us a while to recognize it and appreciate it.


e.  The mature believer comes to the point of truly understanding the magnificence of God’s unconditional love.  He appreciates God’s fantastic, unconditional love and responds to it with a reciprocal obedient love toward God.


f.  God’s unconditional love is based upon God’s integrity and virtue.  The mature believer’s unconditional obedient love is based upon his or her virtue, because of his or her appreciation and gratitude of who and what God is and how He has loved first.


g.  Our love is unconditional toward God in that we love, appreciate, trust, and have confidence in Him no matter what happens to us in life.  The conditions of our life do not change our reciprocal love toward God.  Our love for God is unconditional in that no conditions of our life can change our love for God.


h.  This is what being filled up with all the fullness of God is all about.  This is what it means to be a Pleroma believer in the New Testament.  This is what spiritual maturity is all about.


i.  Once you understand and have this kind of love for God from the doctrine in your soul, then you truly have personal love for God the Father, occupation with Christ, and fellowship with the Holy Spirit.


j.  Having the same kind of love for God that He has for us is the ultimate fulfillment of the plan of God and the goal of the spiritual life.

k.  God loved us first, so that we could learn what true love really is, and then begin to develop it in our own soul.


l.  Unconditional love for others is the greatest witness in the spiritual life.  It is the greatest testimony we can give to others about what God thinks about them—He loves them unconditionally, just as we demonstrate it to them.  They can see it in our attitude toward them and can only respond with a desire to know how they too can have it, or they will become even more frustrated and unhappy in this life.


m.  Real happiness in life comes from our unconditional reciprocal love toward God and unconditional virtue-love toward others.  Love is the source of happiness.  People understand this through their own experience, which is why everyone wants so much to ‘be in love’ and is so miserable when they ‘are not in love.’

n.  However, as believers we can ‘be in love’ every moment of every day, and we never have to worry about not being loved, because He first loved us unconditionally.
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