1 John 4:17



- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “by this” and referring to what has just been said in the previous statement, namely that, “the one who resides in the sphere of His unconditional love remains in intimate association with God, and God [the Holy Spirit] continues to reside in him.”  Then we have the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb TELEIOW, which means “to be accomplished; to be brought to completion; to be fulfilled; to be made perfect.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action, with the emphasis of consummation being brought out by the use of the auxiliary verb “has.”

The passive voice indicates that unconditional love receives the action of being accomplished or brought to completion or made perfect.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ, which means “unconditional love.”  Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of attendant circumstances from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “with us” or “by us (another possibility here is the instrumental use of the genitive, translated by means of
).” 

“By this unconditional love has been brought to completion by us,”
- is the conjunction HINA, used to introduce a purpose clause, translated “in order that.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun PARRĒSIA, which means “confidence” as in 1 Jn 2:28, “And now, dear children, keep residing in it [the spiritual life], in order that whenever He is revealed [Rapture], we might have confidence and might not be disgraced by Him at His coming.”  This is followed by the first person plural present active subjunctive from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The present tense is a futuristic present, which is used for a confident assertion about what is going to take place in the future.  The event, although it has not yet occurred, is looked upon as so certain that it is thought of as already occurring.  John is saying that we must live in the spiritual life now, so that when we stand before Christ at our evaluation we are certain to have confidence in our evaluation because we lived a spiritual life of unconditional love.  This is a further advance upon his previous statement in 1 Jn 2:28.


The active voice indicates that believers who have lived a spiritual life of unconditional love will have confidence in the day of evaluation.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, contingent upon our willingness to learn and live the spiritual life of unconditional love God has asked for us.
Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the feminine singular article and noun HĒMERA, which means “in the day.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun KRISIS, which means “of judgment.”
“in order that we might have confidence in the day of judgment,”
- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” plus the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, meaning “just as.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “He” and referring to our Lord.  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “has been.”

The present tense is a durative present, for an action or state of being that began in the past which is described as continuing until the present.  This use of the Greek present is usually translated by the English present perfect (‘have been’), as in Jn 15:27, “You have been (second person plural present active indicative from EIMI=literally ‘you are’) with me from the beginning.”

The active voice indicates that our Lord during His incarnation and even now produces the action of living a perfect spiritual life of unconditional love in His true humanity.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“because just as He has been,”
- is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “so or so also when following the comparative KATHWS as in Jn 15:9; 17:18; 20:21; 1 Jn 2:18; 4:17”
 plus the nominative subject from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “we” and refers to all positive believers, living the spiritual life of unconditional love toward all.  Then we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “we are.”

The present tense is a descriptive and customary present for what is now going on and reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that believers living the spiritual life are producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS with the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “in this world.”
“so also we are in this world.”
1 John 4:17 corrected translation
“By this unconditional love has been brought to completion by us, in order that we might have confidence in the day of judgment, because just as He has been, so also we are in this world.”
Explanation:
1.  “By this [residing in His love] unconditional love has been brought to completion by us,”

a.  All the other uses of EN plus the instrumental of means from the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS are followed by a statement or the conjunction HOTI.  In all those cases the demonstrative pronoun refers to what follows in the sentence.  However, in this verse the prepositional phrase is followed by HINA introducing a purpose clause, which indicates that the demonstrative pronoun looks backward to what has previously been said rather than forward to what is about to be said.  The importance of this is that the word “this” refers to “residing in the sphere of His unconditional love.”

b.  Therefore, John is saying here that by residing in God’s unconditional love (that is, the spiritual life He has provided for us), His unconditional love is brought to completion or accomplished.

c.  God the Father’s goal is that we come to the point of having the same unconditional love in our spiritual life that our Lord had in His spiritual life.  Having this unconditional love is a process that takes a lifetime of learning and applying Bible doctrine.  We first learn about God’s unconditional love for us, when God the Holy Spirit makes the gospel real to us in His ministry of common grace.  As we continue to grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, we become more cognizant of the reality of God’s unconditional, unfailing love for us.


d.  This process of learning and using unconditional love as a problem solving device continues throughout our spiritual life until we reach the status of being filled up with all the fullness of God.  Being filled up with all the fullness of God is tantamount to unconditional love being brought to completion.


e.  God the Holy Spirit brings God’s unconditional love to completion in us by teaching us about God’s love and making it a reality to us.  We bring God’s unconditional love to completion by believing the doctrine we learn and applying it with confidence in our spiritual life through our obedience to the will of God by loving others unconditionally.


f.  Our continued residence and function in our very own spiritual life brings our unconditional love to completion or accomplishes in our spiritual life the unconditional love, which God the Father has always planned for us to have.

g.  The phrase ‘by us’ indicates that our volition is involved in this process.  We have to want to learn doctrine.  We have to want to know about God’s love.  We have to want to have the same kind of love as God.  We have to want to use this love as a problem solving device.  We have to want to love others unconditionally as God has loved us.

2.  “in order that we might have confidence in the day of judgment,”

a.  God the Father has a purpose for His unconditional love being brought to completion by us—in order that we might have confidence in the day of judgment.  The day of judgment for the royal family of God is really a day of evaluation.  There is no judgment for us in the sense of condemnation according to Rom 8:1.  However, there is judgment for us in the sense of evaluation.

b.  2 Cor 5:10, “For it is necessary that we all must appear before the judicial bench of Christ, in order that each person might be rewarded for the things by means of the body in accordance with what he has done, whether good of intrinsic value or worthless (trivial, thoughtless, indifferent).”


(1)  It is necessary that all of us appear before Him and be evaluated.  Our evaluation is a necessary part of the plan of God.



(2)  All Church Age believers will be evaluated by our Lord.  This is a formal summons from the Supreme Court Judge to appear before the court.  Therefore, it is a command that must and will be obeyed.



(3)  The judicial bench or judicial seat of Christ is our Lord’s throne at the right hand of the Father.



(4)  We will not be condemned by Christ, Rom 8:1, “Now, therefore there is no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus.”


(5)  We are evaluated by the Lord with regard to what we did with the spiritual assets He provided for us.  The Judge will pass judgment or evaluation on how well we executed the spiritual life, and we will be rewarded accordingly.  This is when we will be rewarded for our production of divine good.  This is when we will receive the distribution of the spoils of victory from our Lord’s strategic victory on the Cross.  Some will receive fantastic rewards and blessings and others will not.



(6)  This evaluation occurs immediately following the Rapture or exit-resurrection of the Church and continues during the seven-year period of the Tribulation, which takes place on the earth.  Every believer is evaluated individually and not as a member of a group.  We are all individually accountable to the Lord for how we live our life.  We cannot blame anything on anyone else.  The purpose of this evaluation is not judgment but blessing.



(7)  The phrase “by means of the body” refers to what we did while living in our human body.  This does not refer to our sins, since our sins were already judged at the Cross.  Our sins will not be mentioned at the judicial evaluation of our Lord.  But we are evaluated for what we have done with God’s unconditional love.  Since our sins are not a part of this evaluation, Paul explains in the next phrase exactly what the criteria of evaluation will be.



(8)  ‘Good of intrinsic value’ is the divine good we have produced.  Divine good includes anything we have done under the power and influence of the Holy Spirit.  Those believers, who have produced divine good by the execution of the will of God, will receive the greatest of rewards and blessings for that divine good.  Those believers who have lived a worthless spiritual life of no unconditional love receive no rewards and blessings at the judicial bench of Christ.


c.  John makes the significant point here that it is possible to have great confidence when facing this evaluation.



(1)  This confidence is based upon whether or not we lived the spiritual life God provided for us.  Confidence in the spiritual life comes from executing the will of God—obeying God.


(2)  The will of God is that we love one another unconditionally.  Therefore, the believer who learns about, develops in his own soul, and has unconditional love for others will have tremendous confidence before the evaluation throne of Christ.



(3)  The degenerate and perpetually carnal believer has no unconditional love toward others and knows without question that they did not love others unconditionally.  Therefore, they are without confidence before our Lord, but rather are filled with shame, 1 Jn 2:28, “And now, dear children, keep residing in it [the spiritual life], in order that whenever He is revealed [Rapture], we might have confidence and might not be disgraced by Him at His coming” and Rev 3:18, “I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so that you may become rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see.”


(4)  The mature believer has no shame at the evaluation throne of Christ, Rom 5:5, “And absolute confidence [in God] never causes shame and disappointment, because the love for God has been poured out in our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who was given to us for our benefit.”  The confidence we have is confidence of eternal reward and blessing, because we have executed the will of God by having unconditional love during our spiritual life as the demonstration and testimony of God’s love toward us.
3.  “because just as He has been [Incarnate Christ in the spiritual life], so also we are in this world.”

a.  The reason why we can have such a great confidence in the day of evaluation is because we have lived the same spiritual life and had the same unconditional love that our Lord lived and had during His incarnation.

b.  Just as our Lord is in the world during His incarnation, so also we are in the world during our spiritual life.


(1)  He has the prototype spiritual life; we have the operational type spiritual life.



(2)  He has the filling of the Holy Spirit; we have the filling of the Spirit.



(3)  He lives on the basis of Bible doctrine; we live on the basis of Bible doctrine.



(4)  He has personal love for God the Father; we have personal love for God the Father.



(5)  He had unconditional love for others; we have unconditional love for others.


(6)  He executed the will of God the Father; we execute the will of God the Father.



(7)  He was obedient to the point of death; we are obedient to the point of death.



(8)  He had a unique priesthood; we have a unique priesthood.



(9)  He is the Son of God; we are sons of God.



(10)  He has a destiny; we have a destiny.



(11)  He is the heir of God the Father; we are joint-heirs with Christ.



(12)  He rejected the cosmic system; we reject the cosmic system.


c.  Because we are in this world as He was in this world during His incarnation and by residing in His love, we can have perfect confidence on the day we stand before Him to be evaluated.


d.  Because we lived the same spiritual life He lived and had unconditional love for all as He did and had reciprocal love for God the Father as He did, we can have confidence of eternal reward and blessing as we are being judged by Him.
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