1 John 4:13



- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “by this” and refers to what is about to be said in this statement.  Then we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know; to come to know; to realize; to recognize.”

The present tense is a perfective present, which emphasizes the present reality of a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that the believer with Bible doctrine circulating in their soul produces the action of knowing something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the conjunction HOTI, which is translated “that” when used after verbs of mental activity to introduce the contents of that mental activity.  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, translated “in Him” and referring to residing in an intimate relationship with God, as in:

1 Jn 2:5b, “By this [keeping His Word] we come to know that we are in Him [occupation with Christ].”
1 Jn 2:6, “The one who maintains that he continues to remain in Him [Christ] must also himself keep walking just as He walked.”
1 Jn 3:24, “In fact, the one who obeys His [Jesus Christ] orders continues residing in Him [His spiritual life], and He in him.  Furthermore, by this we know that He [Jesus Christ] resides in us, from the Spirit which He has given to us.”
Then we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb MENW, which means “to reside, remain, continue, or abide.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and continues.


The active voice indicates that Church Age believers produce the action of residing in the Lord and in His spiritual life.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
“By this we have come to know that we are residing in Him”
- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “He” and referring to our Lord.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in us.”
“and He in us,”
- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” followed by the periphrastic use of the preposition EK plus the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA with the possessive genitive of the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, which is used as a personal pronoun, meaning “of His Spirit.”  The periphrastic use of EK is seen in Jn 6:11, “He distributed…of the fish” or Mt 25:8, “give us of your oil” or Rev 2:17, “I will give of the hidden manna.”  “His” can refer to either God the Father or God the Son, but refers here to God the Son.

Gen 6:3 Then the Lord said, “My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, because he also is flesh; nevertheless his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.”  This could refer to either God the Father or God the Son.
Isa 30:1, “‘Woe to the rebellious children,’ declares the Lord, ‘who execute a plan, but not Mine, and make an alliance, but not with My Spirit, in order to add sin to sin.’”  The word “My” is a reference to God the Son.
Isa 42:1, “Behold, My Servant, whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights.  I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations.”  “My” is a clear reference to God the Father.
Isa 44:3, “For I will pour out water on the thirsty land and streams on the dry ground; I will pour out My Spirit on your offspring and My blessing on your descendants.”  “My” is a reference to God the Son.
Isa 59:21, “‘As for Me, this is My covenant with them,’ says the Lord: ‘My Spirit which is upon you, and My words which I have put in your mouth shall not depart from your mouth, nor from the mouth of your offspring, nor from the mouth of your offspring’s offspring,’ says the Lord, ‘from now and forever.’”  My Spirit refers to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Ezek 37:14, “‘I will put My Spirit within you and you will come to life, and I will place you on your own land.  Then you will know that I, the Lord, have spoken and done it,’ declares the Lord.’”
Ezek 39:29, “‘I will not hide My face from them any longer, for I will have poured out My Spirit on the house of Israel,’ declares the Lord God.”
Joel 2:28-29, “It will come about after this that I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind; And your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions.  Even on the male and female servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days.”
Hag 2:5, “As for the promise which I made you when you came out of Egypt, My Spirit is abiding in your midst; do not fear!”
Zech 4:6, “Then he said to me, ‘This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel saying, “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,” says the Lord of hosts.’”
Mt 12:18, “Behold, My Servant whom I have chosen; My Beloved in whom My soul is well-pleased; I will put My Spirit upon Him, and He shall proclaim justice to the Gentiles.”
Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action of giving something to the believer.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the dative of indirect object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to us.”
“because He has given to us of His Spirit.”
1 John 4:13 corrected translation
“By this we have come to know that we are residing in Him and He in us, because He has given to us of His Spirit.”
Explanation:
1.  “By this we have come to know that we are residing in Him”

a.  John changes topics again, and returns to a theme previously addressed in his letter.  1 Jn 3:24, “In fact, the one who obeys His [Jesus Christ] orders continues residing in Him [His spiritual life], and He in him.  Furthermore, by this we know that He [Jesus Christ] resides in us, from the Spirit which He has given to us.”

b.  Because God the Son has given to us His Spirit; that is, God the Holy Spirit, who sustained and supported Him throughout His first advent, we have come to know that we reside in Christ and He resides in us.

c.  Residing in Christ is tantamount to living in the same spiritual life in which our Lord lived.  Residing, abiding, remaining in Christ is living the spiritual life that our Lord lived.


d.  Our Lord lived this spiritual life through the power and help of God the Holy Spirit living and functioning within Him.  The same is true for us for the execution of the spiritual life, which our Lord has given to us.


e.  We have come to learn and now know that we are residing in Christ.  When we were first saved, we had no idea that Jesus Christ would reside in us as the Shekinah Glory.  We had to learn the word of God over a period of time before we came to understand and realize that the Lord was actually living within us.


f.  But the first clue that we had that Jesus Christ actually was living in us and we were living in His spiritual life with Him was the fact that the Holy Spirit was now living in us.


g.  Residing in Christ is the ministry of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, which puts us into union with Christ.

2.  “and He in us,”

a.  Because the Lord had given us His Spirit (God the Holy Spirit), the Lord was now able to reside or live in us.

b.  Jesus Christ can indwell us only because God the Holy Spirit indwells us and establishes a temple within our human body for the residence of Jesus Christ.

c.  The prophecy of the indwelling of Jesus Christ is given in Jn 14:19‑20, “Before long the world will see Me no longer, but you will see Me; because I live, you also will live.  In that day [Church Age], you shall come to know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.”

d.  The indwelling of Jesus Christ is unique to the Church Age.  The Church Age is the dispensation of the royal family of God; therefore it has certain unique features which include the fact that God the Holy Spirit and God the Son indwell every believer.

e.  The verification of the indwelling of Christ is found in our Lord’s Prayer for the Church, Jn 17:22‑23, 26, “The glory [unconditional love in the spiritual life] which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one;  I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me.  …and I have made Your name known to them, and will make it known, so that the unconditional love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.”

f.  The indwelling of Jesus Christ relates to the mystery doctrine of the Church; i.e., the plan of God and the portfolio of spiritual assets, Col 1:25‑29, “on behalf of which (Church), I myself have become a servant according to the divine office which has been granted to me for you to complete the word of God, the mystery which has been hidden from eternity past and from the generations—but now is being revealed for the benefit of His saints, to whom God [the Father] desired to make known what is the wealth of glory with reference to this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the confidence of glory.”


(1)  The riches which God has given to us have a source.  The source is God’s glory.  We have both the riches and the Source of the riches indwelling us.  Jesus Christ as the Shekinah Glory indwelt the Tabernacle and Temple not only as a guarantee of Israel’s security, but also of their prosperity and blessing.  Jesus Christ now indwells us as a guarantee of our security, riches, and fantastic blessings.  If Jesus Christ indwelt a building in the age of Israel, how much greater is the indwelling of Christ in the body of every believer in the Church Age?



(2)  ‘The confidence of glory’ is the mature believer’s confidence that at the point of maturity he will receive his escrow blessing which will glorify God both in time and eternity.  The confidence or future expectation of the mature believer recognizes that the indwelling of Jesus Christ as the Shekinah Glory is the guarantee of greater blessings for time and eternity.  The first characteristic of spiritual adulthood is occupation with Christ.  Christ indwells us for the purpose of motivation.  Knowing He indwells us gives us a very strong and powerful motivation to keep advancing spiritually.



(3)  ‘Glory’ refers to our blessings on deposit with God in heaven, waiting to be revealed to us.  “Christ in you” is the confidence of receiving these blessings for time and eternity, which glorify God the Father.  Once we reach spiritual maturity, the indwelling of Jesus Christ becomes a personal reality to us.  The indwelling of Jesus Christ is part of our motivation to continue spiritual momentum.  For the carnal and reversionist believer, the indwelling of Christ has no effect.  It is as if Christ were on the outside knocking to be let back into his life, Rev 3:20.



(4)  ‘The confidence with reference to glory’ refers not only to the Lord Jesus Christ, but also to the blessings deposited with Jesus Christ by God the Father in eternity past.  Jesus Christ as the escrow officer is the One who actually conveys those blessings to us in time as we reach the point of capacity for blessing.  He conveys those blessings to His own righteousness in us (the imputed righteousness of God given to us at salvation and which we share by positional sanctification).


g.  The indwelling of Christ is related to the Shekinah Glory in the Old Testament.


(1)  “Shekinah” is derived from the Hebrew noun SHAKAN, meaning to dwell.  It refers to the fact that Jesus Christ indwelt certain sacred buildings in Israel.  Shekinah was coined by the rabbis who wrote the Babylonian Targum during the Babylonian captivity.  They developed the technical word as a periphrasis to speak of God as dwelling among His people.


(2)  Shekinah itself represents the invisibility of Christ, the God of Israel, actually indwelling three sacred buildings during the Age of Israel: the Tabernacle, Solomon’s Temple, and Zerubbabel’s Temple.  Glory represents the visible manifestation in theophanic form.


(3)  The title, Shekinah, refers to the invisible presence of our Lord Jesus Christ in the Holy of Holies, enthroned on the mercy seat between the cherubs, Ps 99:1; Isa 37:16.



(4)  As Shekinah, Jesus Christ indwells the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle, Ex 25:21‑22.  As such, He is declared to be the God of Israel, Lev 26:11‑12.


(5)  Shekinah Glory is a title for our Lord Jesus Christ which establishes a link between two unique categories of spiritual phenomena: the eternal and infinite Son of God dwelling in buildings, and the eternal and infinite Son of God, now the God‑man, Jesus Christ in Hypostatic Union, indwelling your body as a believer.

h.  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit provides a temple for the indwelling of Christ as the Shekinah Glory.


(1)  1 Cor 3:16, “Do you not know that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?”


(2)  1 Cor 6:19, “Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?”  Your life now belongs to God.  Therefore it has the greatest potential for happiness the world has ever known, and for greater impact than the world has ever known.



(3)  2 Cor 6:16, “For we are the temple of the living God.  Just as God has said [Lev 26:12], ‘I will dwell in them and walk among them; furthermore, I will be their God and they shall be My people.’”   When Paul quotes this in 2 Cor 6:16, he doesn’t use the word “among.”  He makes a very subtle change.  He translates HALAK as the future active indicative of ENOIKEW, which can only mean “to indwell.”  In Lev 26:12, Jesus Christ was dwelling “among” the Jews, not “in” them.  He was indwelling the Tabernacle but was living among them.  Now in the Church Age, Jesus Christ indwells the believer; He doesn’t live among us.  If Paul wanted to quote HALAK exactly from the Hebrew, he would have used PERIPATEW (= to walk), but he doesn’t.  Instead he uses ENOIKEW, meaning to indwell.

i.  The indwelling of Christ relates to the baptism of the Spirit and positional truth, Gal 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ [retroactive positional truth], and I no longer live but Christ lives in me [indwelling of Jesus Christ].  And the life which I now live in the body [current positional truth], I live by means of doctrine with reference to the Son of God who loved me and delivered Himself up on my behalf.”

j.  The doctrinal test regarding the indwelling of Christ is given in 2 Cor 13:5, “Be testing yourselves to see [determine] if you are in the doctrine; keep examining yourselves, or do you not know [this] about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you, unless, of course, you flunk the test?”
3.  “because He has given to us of His Spirit.”

a.  Finally, John gives the reason why we have come to know that we are in union with Christ and that He indwells us or lives in us.  It is because our Lord Jesus Christ has given to us His Spirit, which is the same Holy Spirit who was given to Him by God the Father.

b.  God the Father gave God the Son the power and help of God the Holy Spirit to support and sustain Him in His execution of the spiritual life during His incarnation.  This is stated in Mt 12:18, “Behold, My Servant whom I have chosen; My Beloved in whom My soul is well-pleased; I will put My Spirit upon Him, and He shall proclaim justice to the Gentiles.”

c.  God the Son now gives us this same spiritual life (the same life which He had and was so successful in living) along with the Holy Spirit to live that life.


d.  The fact we are given God the Holy Spirit was predicted in Acts 1:8, “but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth” and was fulfilled in Acts 2:1-4.


e.  God the Son gives us His Spirit, so that:



(1)  He might indwell us as the Shekinah Glory;


(2)  we might live the same spiritual life that He lived;


(3)  we might have confidence in our blessings for time and eternity;


(4)  we might be filled up with all the fullness of God;


(5)  we might walk in newness of life;


(6)  we might walk worthy of the Lord in all things;


(7)  we might love one another as He had loved us.
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