1 John 4:10
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- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “by this” and refers to what is about to be said in this statement.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be; to exist.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a present, general, timeless fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.

The active voice indicates that unconditional love produces the action of existing.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of reality and fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ, which means “unconditional love.”
“By this unconditional love exists,”
- is the absolute negative OUCH, meaning “not” with the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “we” and referring to believers.  This is followed by the first person plural perfect active indicative from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that believers have produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “God.”
“not because we have loved God,”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “He” and referring to God.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the action into an entirety and emphasizes the existing results.


The active voice indicates that God has produced the action of unconditionally loving us.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us” and referring not only to all believers, but to all mankind, as per 1 Jn 2:2.

“but because He has unconditionally loved us”
- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APOSTELLW, which means “to send.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which emphasizes the past fact in its entirety.

The active voice indicates that God the Father has produced the action of sending His Son.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His Son” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God the Father.  This is followed by a double accusative of object-complement, which “is a construction in which one accusative substantive is the direct object of the verb and the other accusative (either a noun, adjective, participle, or infinitive) complements the object in that it predicates something about it.”
  The object-complement is the accusative masculine singular noun HILASMOS, which means “appeasement necessitated by sin, propitiation or expiation 1 Jn 2:2; 4:10.”
  Finally, we have the preposition PERI plus the genitive of advantage (which indicates that person or thing on behalf of whom or for whom something is done) from the feminine plural article and noun HAMARTIA with the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “for our sins.”
“and sent His Son, a propitiation for our sins.”
1 John 4:10 corrected translation
“By this unconditional love exists, not because we have loved God, but because He has unconditionally loved us and sent His Son, a propitiation for our sins.”
Explanation:
1.  “By this unconditional love exists, not because we have loved God,”

a.  John continues with a further explanation of the origin of unconditional love.

b.  Unconditional love did not originate with any creature, not even those who have believed in Christ.

c.  The implication here is that the believer can and does love God.  This love is a reciprocal love for God as we shall see in verse 19 coming up.


d.  Believers have the ability to love God and we should love God no matter what happens to us in life—that is unconditional love.


e.  Our faith in God should be without any conditions on our part.


f.  Our confidence in God should be without any conditions on our part.


g.  Our love for God should never be dependent upon what God does or does not do for us.  This is the lesson that Abraham had to learn when he was eighty-five years old and complained to God that he still did not have an heir from his own loins.  Abraham had to continue to love God for fifteen more years before Isaac came along.


h.  Believers have learned to love God without putting any conditions on God to do anything to gain their love.  But believers are not the origin of this kind of love.  God is the origin of this kind of love, and we learn it from Him.

2.  “but because He has unconditionally loved us”

a.  Unconditional love exists because God has unconditionally loved us.

b.  All three members of the Trinity are the origin of unconditional love.

c.  God unconditionally loved us first, long before we ever thought about loving Him.

d.  God demonstrated His unconditional love for us at the Cross, long before we ever thought about believing in Him.


e.  God had unconditional love for us in eternity past, long before we ever had even a spark of life.


f.  Unconditional love now exists in us because God unconditionally loved us.


g.  To understand the Cross and what Jesus Christ did for us is to understand unconditional love.


h.  Grasping the significance of God’s unconditional love for us, we, in turn, begin to appreciate and have gratitude for God’s unconditional love for us.


i.  As we grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord, we come to the point of loving God personally.


j.  As this personal love grows, it comes to the point of not depending upon the circumstances of life, or other people in life, or anything that the cosmic system can do for us.


k.  Once our personal love matures, it becomes unconditional.  We love God just as much in adversity as prosperity, just as much in pleasure as in pain, just as much in testing as in blessing.


l.  Unconditional love has now originated with God, and He has taught us how to love with the same love, which He has.  Obviously, because of our sin nature, our love will never come close to measuring up to the unfailing love of God.  However, the seed that is planted in time by the word of God in our souls producing a mature, personal love for God will see its complete fruition in a resurrection body.


m.  Those who learn and profit from the unconditional love of God now have the greatest love in a resurrection body.


n.  God is love.  He is unfailing, unconditional love.  And He wants us to recognize it in Him, develop it within ourselves, so that we can enjoy it the most for all eternity.

o.  God teaches us to love others unconditionally, which is our love and respect for all others from the virtue, honor, and integrity of our soul, based upon the Bible doctrine we have learned.


p.  God also wants us to love Him unconditionally, which is not based upon our virtue, honor, and integrity (which would be blasphemy toward God), but based upon our trust, confidence, and faith in Him and all that He is.  We should have unconditional confidence in God, unconditional faith in Him, and unconditional trust in Him.  That is unconditional love for God.

q.  God’s unconditional, unfailing love toward us should produce in us an unconditional faith, trust, and confidence in Him.  That is our unconditional personal love for God.

3.  “and sent His Son, a propitiation for our sins.”

a.  John continues with the reason why we know that God loved us unconditionally—He sent His Son, and His Son is the propitiation for our sins.  Propitiation or expiation means to satisfy the requirements of what is right and fair.  It was right and just that personal sin had to be judged, condemned, and punished.


b.  Personal sin was judged, condemned, and punished in the person of the Son of God on the Cross.  Jesus Christ, being judged for the sins of the world on the Cross, was and is the satisfaction of the righteousness and justice of God.  Jesus Christ is the propitiation for our sins.  All our personal sins were imputed to Him and judged on the Cross.


c.  God the Father sent His Son for this express purpose—to be a propitiation for our sins.   The Son of God coming to earth to live as a true human and being a propitiation for our sins is God’s proof of the eternal existence of His unconditional love.

d.  God demonstrated once and for all time the greatness of His unconditional love by His willingness to be judged in mankind’s place for mankind’s personal sins.  God didn’t have to do this.  He did it because He has unconditional love for His creatures.


e.  Satan and the fallen angels did not believe that God had any kind of love, especially since God judged them for rejecting His love and sentenced them to live in an eternal lake of fire.


f.  Therefore, God created human history to prove His unconditional, unfailing love for all whom He creates.  And that proof came at the Cross, when the Son of God Himself willingly suffered the just eternal punishment of all human sin in three hours on the Cross.


g.  Satan and the fallen angels never believed God would do such a thing, because they knew that God would have nothing to do with sin.  However, Satan never thought about the fact that God would become a true human being to deal with the problem of sin.  Once our Lord was on the Cross, Satan did not believe He would or could stay there, suffering as much physical punishment as He did or as much spiritual punishment as He did while bearing our sins.  Once it was over, Satan knew immediately that God had proven in the most dramatic and dynamic fashion that God loves with an unfailing, unconditional love.  Ever since the Cross, Satan’s biggest objective has been to attempt to blind the eyes of mankind to God’s demonstration of His unconditional love on the Cross.


h.  Therefore, the unconditional, unfailing love of God has eternally existed in the essence of God, but the demonstration of it to all creatures, angelic and human, did not occur until God the Father sent His Son as the propitiation for our sins.

i.  Now we understand how God loves unconditionally, and why He expects us to love one another unconditionally, but even more importantly why we can love Him with an unconditional faith, trust, and confidence every moment of our lives.
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