1 John 4:1



- is the vocative from the masculine plural verbal adjective AGAPĒTOS, which means “one who is dearly loved: dear, beloved, prized, valued.”  Then we have the negative MĒ with the second person plural present active imperative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to not believe.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and is commanded to cease.


The active voice indicates that believers positive to the teaching of the word of God are to produce the action.


The imperative mood with the negative is an imperative of prohibition, which is used to stop an action already in progress.

With this we have the dative direct object from the neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning “every” and the noun PNEUMA, meaning “spirit” and referring to a person who is teaching spiritual things; that is, a charismatic prophet.

“Beloved ones, stop believing every spirit [charismatic prophet],”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the second person plural present active imperative from the verb DOKIMAZW, which means “to make a critical examination of something to determine genuineness: put to the test, examine Lk 14:19; 1 Cor 11:28; 2 Cor 13:5; Gal 6:4; Rom 2:18; Phil 1:10; 1 Thes 5:21; (bogus prophets) 1 Jn 4:1.”


The present tense is a tendential and customary present for an action that is proposed but not yet taking place and reasonably expected to occur.  This is also a progressive present for an action expected to continue throughout one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that believers positive to the teaching of the word of God are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article, used as a demonstrative pronoun, pointing back to the “spirit” previously mentioned, and the noun PNEUMA, which means “the spirits” and refers to the charismatic prophets and false teachers.  This is followed by the particle EI, which is used as a “marker of direct and indirect questions frequently in indirect questions, meaning whether; ‘whether you are the Christ’ Mt 26:63; ‘whether he is a sinner’ Jn 9:25; ‘whether there is a holy spirit’ Acts 19:2b; Mt 27:49; Mk 15:36; Mk 10:2; Lk 14:31; 1 Cor 3:12; 2 Cor 13:5; 1 Jn 4:1.”
  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin or source from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “from God.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “he is.”  The neuter plural subject takes a singular verb, and can be correctly translated into English as a plural verb “they are.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a simple present fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the charismatic prophet produces the action of being or not being from God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“but keep on critically examining those spirits [charismatic prophets] whether they are from God,”
- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, which means “because,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many” and the noun PSEUDOPROPHĒTES, which means “false-prophets” and refers to someone who falsely teaches the word of God.  They claim ‘this is the word of God’ when it is not.  Then we have the third person plural perfect active indicative from the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to go out.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action similar to the aorist tense.


The active voice indicates that false-teachers have produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of direction/place from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, which means “into the world” and refers to humanity in general. 
“because many false-prophets have gone out into the world.”
1 John 4:1 corrected translation
“Beloved ones, stop believing every spirit [charismatic prophet], but keep on critically examining those spirits [charismatic prophets] whether they are from God, because many false-prophets have gone out into the world.”
Explanation:
1.  “Beloved ones, stop believing every spirit [charismatic prophet],”

a.  John now introduces a new topic, and begins by again addressing his remarks to all the members of the churches to whom he writes, reminding them again that they are loved by God.

b.  John begins his new subject with another command.  This is a command to stop doing something these believers were already doing.  These believers had a problem with believing everything and everyone that came along and had a ‘spiritual teaching’ to give.

c.  John’s command is to stop believing everything you hear.


d.  The word ‘spirit’ here is key to understanding the passage.



(1)  The word is used of people in general, because they have the breath of life from God in them.  The basic meaning of the word PNEUMA is ‘breath’.



(2)  The word is used for spirit-beings that are not material in nature, such as the angels that were seen at the tomb of our Lord after His resurrection.



(3)  The word is used here for someone who has a ‘spiritual message’; that is, a false-teacher or false-prophet, which is one in the same thing.



(4)  These false-teachers are characterized as eloquent speakers that know how to get and hold your attention with startling and striking phrases and concepts.


(5)  These false-prophets seem to have unusual spiritual gifts and insight from God.



(6)  They are dynamic personalities, pleasing personalities, full of energy and human dynamics.  They are persuasive and powerful in their words.



(7)  They are so charismatic that you are drawn to them as if they were an irresistible force.



(8)  They are so persuasive, charismatic, and irresistible that you believe everything they say.


e.  However, John’s command is to stop believing them.

2.  “but keep on critically examining those spirits [charismatic prophets] whether they are from God,”

a.  Then John gives us the contrast to what we should do rather than just blindly believe and follow these dynamic personalities.

b.  We are commanded to examine these charismatic teachers, speakers, prophets, or ‘holy men.’

c.  We are not commanded to examine them once, but to keep on doing it over and over again as a continuous function of our spiritual life.


d.  The standard by which we examine them is whether or not they are from the source of God.


e.  Being from the source of God means that they know the word of God, teach the word of God, and make the word of God the single most important thing in life.


f.  If they do not make the word of God the highest priority in life, they are not from God.


g.  There are dynamic personalities that come from the source of God as charismatic proclaimers of God’s Word.  Billy Graham is a perfect example of such a man from God.

h.  There are also dynamic personalities that are not from the source of God.  The dynamic, charismatic faith-healers on television are a perfect example.


i.  So the big question that we must answer here is ‘What standard do we use to critically examine these men?’


(1)  Obviously there is only one standard—God’s standard; that is, the word of God.



(2)  Before we can execute this command we must know God’s standard ourselves.



(3)  We can examine the charismatic, dynamic speaker by asking ourselves simple questions to which we should know the answer.




(a)  Does the person believe in Christ?  Has he expressed the fact that he has believed in Christ?




(b)  Does the person believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God?  Does he believe that Jesus Christ was truly human?




(c)  Does he believe that Jesus Christ rose from the dead?  Does he believe that Jesus ascended into heaven?




(d)  Does he believe that the word of God is inerrant?  Does he believe the word of God is inspired by God the Holy Spirit?




(e)  Does he believe that the word of God is more important than anything else in life?




(f)  Does he understand the two great commands of the spiritual life to love God and to love one another?  Does he really know what those concepts mean?


j.  The command to critically examine proclaimers of God’s word is also given in 1 Thes 5:20-21, “Stop rejecting with contempt the teaching of prophecy, but examine all things, keep in your memory what is good.”

k.  The fact that believers have the ability to make this critical examination is taught by Paul in 1 Cor 2:15a, “But the spiritual man examines [and discerns] all [spiritual] things.”

l.  The recognition and acceptance of Paul’s teachings were the standard for accepting and recognizing any communicator of divine revelation, 1 Cor 14:37-38, “If anyone thinks that he is a person with the spiritual gift of communication of divine revelation or spiritual, he must recognize the things which I am writing to you that it is the commandment of the Lord.  Furthermore, if anyone does not recognize [this], he will not be recognized.”

m.  There was even a temporary spiritual gift for recognizing these false-prophets, 1 Cor 12:8-10, “For the ability to proclaim and teach the message of wisdom is being given by the Spirit to one person, but the ability to proclaim and teach the message of knowledge [is being given] to the other person on the basis of the same Spirit, faith [is being given] by the same Spirit to some, but the spiritual gift of healing [is being given] by the one Spirit to another, but to another the activity of miracles [is being given], to another the gift of prophesy, to another the differentiation between spirits, to another kinds of languages, but to another the translation of languages.”
3.  “because many false-prophets have gone out into the world.”

a.  John continues with the reason why we must critically examine those who claim to have divine revelation—because Satan has sent out many false-prophets to evangelize in his cosmic system.

b.  The purpose for these false-teachers going out into the world is to evangelize for the cosmic system.

c.  The Church Age is not the only time Satan has sent false-teachers into his cosmic system.


(1)  Jer 14:14, “Then the Lord said to me, ‘The prophets are prophesying falsehood in My name.  I have neither sent them nor commanded them nor spoken to them; they are prophesying to you a false vision, divination, futility and the deception of their own minds.’”


(2)  Jer 29:8, “For thus says the Lord of the armies, the God of Israel, ‘Do not let your prophets who are in your midst and your diviners deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams which they dream.’”

d.  Peter also stated that false teachers have gone out into the world, 2 Pet 2:1-3, “But false prophets also arose [existed, originated] among people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who to be sure will bring in secretly opinions of destruction while disowning the Master who even acquired them as slaves, bringing swift destruction on themselves, nevertheless many will follow their sensuality, because of whom the way of truth will be slandered, and because of avarice they will exploit you with false teachings, because of which teachings their condemnation has been prepared from eternity past, and their destruction is not idle.”

e.  The purpose of the false teachers is indirectly stated in 2 Thes 2:2, “that you be not quickly shaken by your mind nor be alarmed neither because of a spirit nor because of something said nor because of a letter as though through us…”

f.  Satan uses dynamic, charismatic, pleasing personalities to evangelize for the cosmic system.  He uses all the truth from the word of God, which he can incorporate into his system of false doctrine, in order to deceive the ignorant.  Our only protection from these charismatic and highly persuasive false-teachers is to not be ignorant of what the word of God teaches.
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