1 John 3:6



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all, every” plus the articular present active participle from the verb MENW, which means “the one who remains, resides, or stays.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a timeless fact that describes the current state or condition.  The action is not concerned with beginning, end, progress, or result or even with its continuation, but rather is concerned with the fact that this is the current situation.


The active voice indicates that the believer produces the action of residing in the spiritual life God has provided for him or her.


The participle is circumstantial and substantivized as the subject of the clause.

With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person neuter singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, translated “in it” and referring to the spiritual life or state of spirituality provided for all of us at the moment of salvation.  This cannot be a masculine referring to the Lord Jesus Christ (“in Him”), because then John would be saying that every believer who resides in Christ absolutely does not commit sin.  He would then be contradicting what he previously said in 1 Jn 1:8-10.  Then we have the absolute negative OUK, which means “not” with the connotation of “absolutely not.”  With this we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb HAMARTANW, which means “to sin.”

The present tense is a gnomic or static present for a timeless fact concerning the present state or condition that exists.


The active voice indicates that every believer who resides in the spiritual life is not in the act of sinning.  We have to step out of our spiritual life to sin.  We have to reject our spiritual life to sin.  We have to say ‘no’ to the will of God and reject the control of God the Holy Spirit in order to sin.  We cannot be spiritual and carnal at the same time.  We are one or the other.  When we are in a state of sin, we our not “in” the spiritual life God has provided for us through the filling of the Spirit.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“Everyone who resides in it is not sinning.”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all, every” plus the articular present active participle from the verb HAMARTANW, which means “the one who sins.”

The present tense is a progressive present for the continuation of an action without cessation.


The active voice indicates that the believer produces the action of being in a state of sinfulness or perpetual carnality.


The participle is circumstantial and substantivized as the subject of the clause.
Then we have the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb HORAW, which means “to see.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action and approaches the meaning of the aorist tense (a timeless fact).


The active voice indicates that the carnal believer produces the action of not seeing something or someone.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “Him” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ in resurrection body.

“Everyone who keeps on sinning has not seen Him”
- is the negative conjunction OUDE, used in conjunction with previous other negatives, meaning “and not; nor.”  With this we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know; to come to know.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action and approaches the meaning of the aorist tense (a timeless fact).


The active voice indicates that the carnal believer produces the action of not knowing something or someone.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “Him” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.

“nor come to know Him.”
1 John 3:6 corrected translation
“Everyone who resides in it is not sinning.  Everyone who keeps on sinning has not seen Him nor come to know Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “Everyone who resides in it [the spiritual life] is not sinning.”

a.  John continues to address his remarks to believers.  He picks up the line of thought he began in 1 Jn 2:28, “And now, dear children, keep residing in it [the spiritual life].”

b.  John has given believers the command to keep on residing in the spiritual life, and now he assumes that this is in fact taking place.

c.  The believer who is living or stays in the spiritual life of being influenced by the Holy Spirit is not sinning.


d.  At the moment of salvation every past sin of the believer is wiped out and removed from him forever.  No past sin is held against us.  This is the concept of atonement.  Christ atoned for these sins, so that God the Father never holds these sins against us.


e.  We have been purified from sin by our faith in Christ.  We are pure as He is pure.


f.  Therefore, God can place us into a spiritual relationship with Himself.  This is done through the filling of the Holy Spirit and has many results.



(1)  We are indwelt with each member of the Trinity.



(2)  We are placed into union with Christ.



(3)  We are made royal priests and royal ambassadors of Christ.

g.  All these things contribute to a special relationship and function between ourselves and God, which is our spiritual life.


h.  Our spiritual life centers on our decision to live our life based upon the teaching and leading of the Holy Spirit.  We learn what God expects and wants and we make moment by moment decisions to do what God wants.


i.  God the Holy Spirit is the divine power given to us to accomplish this task of residing in a relationship of fellowship with God.


j.  This fellowship with God is broken by our desire and then decision to sin.  The desire to sin is temptation from the lust pattern of the sin nature.


k.  The decision to sin takes us out of our spiritual life.  The act of sin is committed outside of the spiritual life in the darkness of Satan’s cosmic system.  We cannot sin inside our spiritual life.  We can only sin in Satan’s cosmic system.


l.  The decision to sin puts us instantly out of fellowship with God the Holy Spirit, who knows exactly what we are doing and deciding even before we do or decide it.  However, it is impossible to sin as long as the Holy Spirit influences our life.  The moment we make the decision that we want to sin, God the Holy Spirit can no longer have fellowship with us, because He cannot have anything do with sin or have fellowship with sin.


m.  You might ask, ‘Why does John give us this principle at this point in his discussion?’  John has just mentioned that no sin was found in the humanity of Jesus during the First Advent.  The reason is because our Lord had the same relationship to God the Father through God the Holy Spirit in His humanity as we do.  We have been given the same spiritual life in which to operate during our life after salvation as our Lord had during His entire human life.


n.  Therefore, John is encouraging and teaching his congregations that they are capable of living the same spiritual life as the humanity of Christ lived.  They have the same divine sphere of power in which to live—the power of God the Holy Spirit influencing the soul.
2.  “Everyone who keeps on sinning has not seen Him [Jesus Christ]”

a.  John continues with the other side of the coin, describing the believer who rejects the spiritual life God has provided and decides to live in a state of continual sinning or perpetual carnality.

b.  John is still referring to believers, but these are believers who prefer the distractions and pleasures of Satan’s system rather than the love and obedience of God’s system.

c.  John characterizes these carnal believers as having not seen Christ.



(1)  This means that these believers do not understand the significance or importance of the spiritual life of our Lord as testimony against Satan, and therefore, do not understand the significance or importance of their own spiritual life as testimony against him.



(2)  These believers have not come to know or understand the importance of the spiritual life in appreciating God’s love toward themselves and demonstrating God’s love toward others.



(3)  Carnal believers do not know, understand, or comprehend how important our Lord’s spiritual life was in God the Father’s plan and thus how important their spiritual life is in that same plan.

d.  These believers have not seen the importance of the true humanity of Christ and the life He lived in total obedience to God, because they do not share that same desire to totally obey God.


e.  These believers have seen and understood just enough about Jesus Christ to believe in Him for eternal life.  But they are not willing to give up their life of sin in order to follow Him in total obedience to the will of God the Father.  Therefore, they cannot see beyond the surface of who and what Jesus Christ is to the importance of learning the word of God and obeying the will of God.  They see the importance of eternal salvation, but do not see the importance of the spiritual life which follows faith alone in Christ alone.
3.  “nor come to know Him.”

a.  In addition, these believers in perpetual carnality have not come to the point of occupation with Christ.

b.  Occupation with Christ is that moment-by-moment fellowship with Christ, whereby the doctrine we have metabolized in the soul motivates, stimulates, reminds, and controls us to think the way God wants us to think, say what God wants to say (or not say), and do those things which God expects of us.

c.  Occupation with Christ is totally living the same spiritual life He had based upon the same two things He had: the filling or power of the Spirit and the word of God learned and believed in His soul.


d.  Coming to know Christ means learning the spiritual life He lived until we completely understand it and desire to live it.  Coming to know Christ means learning the word of God as He did and being motivated to follow all of its teaching that pertains to God’s will for us.  Coming to know Christ means obeying the will of God based upon what we understand of God’s Word.

e.  We do not know Christ until we understand the importance of God’s Word and have the same willingness as our Lord to obey the will of God.  This is the real experiential Christianity.


f.  Occupation with someone means thinking.  We cannot think what we do not know.  We have to learn God’s Word before we can think about Christ, His love for us, His spiritual life, His obedience to God, and His rejection of sin.  All these things were part of His spiritual life, which we must come to know before we can ever hope to come to live it.

i.  The believer in perpetual carnality does not want to learn the word of God nor to live the spiritual life which God has provided.  He cannot reside in this spiritual life (the light); he can only reside in the darkness of Satan’s system.
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